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M aelée Leonard arrived at GLO 
Day ready for a little magic, and 
the Ohio‑based foundation, Girls 

Lifting Others, delivered it in the most 
heartfelt way. Created to give childhood 
cancer survivors a glamorous photo‑shoot 
experience complete with professional 
hair and makeup, GLO Day is powered 
entirely by volunteers, including Angilouie 
Photography, whose stunning image 
appears on our cover. For Maelée, being 
surrounded by people who freely gave their 
time and talent made the day feel even more 
meaningful. As stylists shaped her curls 
and the camera captured her confidence, 
she wasn’t defined by years of treatment but 
celebrated for her strength, spirit, and the 
bright future ahead. GLO Day offered her 
more than a makeover; it offered a moment 
of pure joy crafted by a community that 
chose to show up for her. 

Cover Photo by Angilouie Photography
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
Welcome to the 2026 issue of 

Equestrian Directory - Ohio Edition!
Equestrian Directory was created for YOU - 

owners, riders, professionals, and businesses of 
all disciplines - to help you connect within the 
local horse community. More than just a business 
directory, it also features content on trending 
topics, the best practices and innovators in the 
industry, plus tips from the pros.

It is with much gratitude that we present you with 
this 2026 issue.

Stories like Maelée Leonard’s stay with you long after you turn the page. When we first 
met Maelée at a horse show in Columbus, her positive energy and quiet confidence left 
an immediate impression, and we knew her story was one worth sharing. Much of her 
childhood was spent inside Nationwide Children’s Hospital, where she learned to walk, 
talk, and grow while enduring 42 rounds of cancer treatment. Now cancer-free, Maelée 
continues to navigate lingering challenges, yet finds remarkable calm and focus at the 
barn, where a spirited pony named Captain and a host of animals have become unlikely 
partners in her healing. Our feature article From Hospitals to Horses - Maelée Leonard’s 
Journey beautifully captures a young girl’s resilience and the profound role horses can play 
in helping a child finally find space to simply be herself.

We were equally inspired by Cheryl White’s story, and for our Ohio readers, it feels 
especially meaningful as Cheryl is a native Ohioan. As one of the first Black female jockeys 
in American racing, she shattered barriers with talent, grit and determination. The Cheryl 
White Project, a non-profit initiative established recently by her family, honors and shares 
her legacy through educational outreach, storytelling, and archive preservation, ensuring 
her remarkable story isn’t forgotten. Featuring her story Cheryl White - The Legacy of a 
Barrier-Breaking Ohio Jockey allows us to celebrate her incredible achievements while 
highlighting her courage and perseverance that continue to inspire us all.

We’re proud to highlight Olde Wood Ltd, a family‑founded business rooted in Magnolia, 
Ohio, that has grown from humble beginnings into one of the nation’s leading makers 
of custom wide‑plank hardwood flooring and reclaimed building materials. Since 1997, 
Olde Wood has combined traditional craftsmanship with modern technology to transform 
century‑old barns and vintage structures into beautiful, character‑rich flooring, timbers, 
mantels, and more. Bringing sustainable, American‑made products to homes and 
businesses across the country, their commitment to quality, preservation of history, and 
support for local families makes them not just a standout in their industry, but a company 
we’re proud to feature in Olde Wood - Where Heritage Meets Craftsmanship.

Special thanks to the equestrians who generously shared their stories and the businesses 
that enthusiastically supported this issue.

We hope you find this to be an invaluable resource and ask you to please 
support our advertisers, without whom this complimentary directory would 
not be possible.
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YOUR SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING

ANTIQUE RECLAIMED

Olde Wood
 L I M I T E D

INSPIRED WOOD PRODUC TS  |   USA 866-208-9663  |   OldeWoodLtd.com

ANT IQUE  RECL A IMED  |  DOMEST IC  HARDWOOD |  EUROPE AN

AMISH HAND MADE ROCKING CHAIRS AND FURNITURE IN STOCK

WIDE PLANK FLOORING  |  ANT. BARN SIDING  |  HAND HEWN TIMBERS  |  MANTELS + MORE

DOMESTIC
HARDWOODS

ANTIQUE
RECLAIMED

OHIO’S PREMIERE 
DESIGN CENTRE

Located just 15 miles from destinations 
such as the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Museum and Village, Gervasi Vineyard, and 
Amish Country. Our Design Centre is  home 
to some of the most prized pieces of 
wood ever seen.

Design Centre Hours
Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday - 10am - 5pm
Sunday - Closed
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by Pamela Nock
Insurance, or the practice 

of sharing risk, has existed 
for thousands of years, with 
evidence dating as far back 
as 3000 BC. Despite its 
long history and presence 
in nearly every adult’s life, 
insurance remains one of 
the most misunderstood 
aspects of financial and risk 
management.

Many people presume that 
insurance is an investment 
that should generate a 
financial return. In truth, 
insurance is not designed 
to create wealth, but rather 
to protect it. The only time it 
produces a return is when a 
claim is paid—and even then, 
it is replacing a loss rather 
than generating profit.

Much like properly fitted 
tack is essential for the 
comfort and safety of a 
horse, properly structured 
insurance is essential for 
the financial stability of an 
individual or business. Being 
underinsured can expose you 
to devastating consequences, 
including being held 
personally liable for damages 
or losses. This scenario is 
not only financially damaging 
but can also jeopardize 
a person’s livelihood. On 
the other hand, being 
overinsured is inefficient, 
much like over-bitting a 
horse—paying premiums for 
coverage that does not fit the 
actual risk.

The key is ensuring that 
your policy addresses the 
specific risks you face. For 
example, a homeowner’s 
policy does not extend 
coverage to farm operations. 
A personal auto policy will 
not cover the transportation 
of clients’ horses. Even a 

basic farm policy will typically 
exclude activities such as 
lessons, training, or clinics 
unless specific endorsements 
are added. Without these, 
an equine professional could 
find themselves without 
coverage at the very moment 
they need it most.

Events such as shows, 
clinics, and camps introduce 
additional complexities. While 
many equine associations 
provide liability coverage 
as part of membership, this 
protection is offered on an 
excess basis. This means it 
only applies after the limits 
of a member’s own primary 
policy have been exhausted. 
Unfortunately, this detail is 
widely misunderstood. Too 
often, members mistakenly 
believe the association’s 
coverage is sufficient, only 
to discover during a claim 
that they are personally 
responsible until their own 
limits are met.

Equine mortality coverage 
is among the simplest 
forms of insurance in the 
industry. Most show horses 
carry individual life policies, 
providing financial protection 
in the event of death. Yet, it is 
surprising how many owners 

fail to extend the same 
protection to themselves or 
their families.

Modern life insurance 
products offer far more 
than just a death benefit. 
Many include living benefits 
that can provide financial 
support during serious 
illness or disability, and in 
some cases, these benefits 
are tax-advantaged. For 
equine professionals, whose 
livelihoods may depend on 
their health and ability to 
work, such coverage can be 
invaluable.

Beyond mortality and 
liability policies, equine 
businesses often require 
specialized coverage.

Trainers, boarding 
barns, and instructors may 
need professional liability 
insurance. Farms with 
employees require workers’ 
compensation coverage. 
Those who host events may 
need event-specific policies 
to address risks unique 
to competitions or clinics. 
Every operation is different, 
and no single policy can 
address all exposures. That 
is why consultation with a 
knowledgeable insurance 
professional is essential.

I have spent more than 
35 years in the insurance 
industry and have been active 
in the horse industry since 
the 1970s. Over that time, I 
have seen both industries 
evolve, sometimes in positive 
ways and other times with 
added complexity. What has 
remained constant, however, 
is the need for individuals 
to take responsibility 
for understanding and 
managing their risks. In 
today’s increasingly litigious 
environment, lawsuits and 
liability claims are more 
common than ever, making 
proper insurance coverage 
not optional, but essential.

The most important step 
any equine professional or 
enthusiast can take is to 
review their coverage with an 
agent who truly understands 
the unique risks of the equine 
world. A generalist may not 
be aware of exclusions or 
gaps that could leave you 
exposed. A specialist can 
identify coverage needs you 
may not have considered 
and ensure that your policy is 
tailored to your operations.

Insurance is not a 
subject many people enjoy 
discussing, but it is far better 
to have that conversation 
before a loss occurs than 
afterward. The right policy 
should fit your needs as 
comfortably and securely 
as a well-adjusted saddle. 
Taking the time to review 
and adjust your coverage 
now can spare you from 
significant hardship in the 
future.

For more information: 
Pnockins@gmail.com

Insurance in the Equine Industry:
Why Proper Coverage Matters

“The most important 
step any equine 
professional or 
enthusiast can take 
is to review their 
coverage with an 
agent who truly 
understands the 
unique risks of the 
equine world.” 



Ohio Edition   2026  EQUESTRIAN DIRECTORY    7

EQUINE VETERINARY SERVICES
Dedicated to keeping your equine 

athlete sound and healthy 

State-of-the-Art Diagnostics plus 
Treatments including:

X-Ray, Ultrasound, Equinosis Lameness 
Locator, Endoscope, Shock Wave, Stem Cell, 
Laser, Regenerative/Biologic Therapies

Full service practice offering:
Lameness, Imaging, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Wellness, Acupuncture, Reproduction, 
Chiropractic, Surgery, Emergency

Bella Vista Equine Veterinary Services  6320 Darling Rd | Blacklick, OH 43004
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A great reward/training tool
Even the most finicky horse cannot resist 
the aroma and taste of Dimples®.

A healthy everyday treat
Loaded with ground flax, beet pulp and whole grains.

The only treat with a “Pill Dimple®”
Makes administering medication so easy.

Soft & PliableSoft & Pliable

www.Dimpleshorsetreats.comwww.Dimpleshorsetreats.com

Available at quality tack & feed stores nationwide! 
www.dimpleshorsetreats.com • 859-384-1058
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Quality. Class. Distinction. 
Wilmington | Ocala • wec.net

HUNTER 
JUMPER

H O R S E  S H O W S   2 0 2 6W
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Winter Classic  
December 3, 2025-April 12, 2026

Spring Series  
May 19-31

Summer Series  
July 8-19, August 5-9

Fall Classic  
September 23-October 25

Midwest Indoors  
November 4-22

Schooling Series 
June 12-14 
June 26-31 
July 24-26 
August 19-23 
August 26-30

Visit wec.net to place your 
entries & stall reservations
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Pine Knoll Farm is home 
to the Pine Knoll Center of 
Integrated Horsemanship 
and The Peace Ponies®.  
We also offer 5-star luxury 
accommodations, on the 
bourbon trail and just 12 min. 
from the Kentucky Horse 
Park. Located above the 
stalls of our beautiful barns, 
The Loft and Pony Point are 
extremely popular, with many 
repeat visitors and great 
testimonials. We are adding 
a new 3-bedroom unit, The 
Mews, in 2026, giving us 
plenty of room to host even 
larger groups. Many of our 
guests take advantage of 
farm tours and experiences 
with The Peace Ponies®. 
Regardless of what brought 
them to the area, they often 
don’t want to leave the farm!
Clinics and Workshops:

In 2025 we hosted Ride 
Better By Spring Series, 
Cultivating Effortlessness: 
Finding Your Natural Posture 
on Horseback, Tai Chi 
for Better Horsemanship, 
Conditioning Your Horse 
for Spring Riding, Dynamic 
Acupuncture for Better 
Horsemanship, Working 
Equitation Ease of Handling/ 
Dressage Test, Mindful Rider 
Day Retreat, Private Lessons 
and Private Retreat with 
Pat Parelli. We also hosted 
our first micro wedding and 

Working Equitation clinics, 
including obstacles, learning 
the rules, and from the 
judge’s point of view.

HorsEmpowerment™
Through our Equine 

Assisted Learning 
(EAL) System, 
“HorsEmpowerment™,  we 
partner with horses to create 
a space for extraordinary 
transformational experiences.  
EAL is an innovative and 
powerful approach to learning 
new ways of communicating 
and developing life skills 
that open up neural 
pathways of learning.  This 
horse-human learning 
collaboration expands human 
awareness, perception 
and potential.  Horses are 
masters of congruency.  Herd 
wisdom inspires you to find 
your PEACE within…. Be the 
change.

What people have to say:
Mindful Rider’s Custom 
Retreats:

 “A fabulous, all-
encompassing weekend of 
holistic, and introspective 
thinking regarding the 
questions of life. From the 
human body to the equine 
body, following with the mind 
and health of the horse and 
person. Relaxation of the 
mind, which affects the body, 
is fundamental.”

How we show up matters:
I highly recommend 

this for anyone wanting 
a better connection and 
understanding of their horses 
and themselves.

HorsEmpowerment™ 
Corporate Workshop:

 “We are grateful 
for the amazing 
HorsEmpowerment™ 
experience our team had at 
the beautiful and peaceful 
Pine Knoll Farm. Gillian 
customized the program to 
align with our company’s 
core values and amplify our 
unique team strengths. Gillian 
and her team have created 
a safe and peaceful place 
for individuals to step off the 
proverbial work treadmill, 
stretch beyond their own 
comfort zone, and into a 
space for real personal 

insight and growth. Thank 
you for your partnership in 
making this an unforgettable 
team experience.”

The Peace Ponies® 
Private Customized 
Retreat:   

 “I just got back from a stay 
at Pine Knoll Farm and wow, 
what an incredible retreat. 
From the moment I pulled 
up to the gate and saw the 
rolling green hills and the 
horses, I felt an immediate 
sense of peace. I came 
because I’d been craving 
clarity around a big career 
transition, and honestly, 
Gillian’s work blew me away. 
She’s so knowledgeable, 
intuitive, wise, and gifted at 
what she does. The session 
with Domino, one of the 
ponies, helped me see 
exactly where I was feeling 
stuck, and somehow, the 
horse felt it too. I didn’t come 
in with many expectations, 
other than wanting to connect 
more with myself, but I left 
completely shifted. I already 
want to bring my whole team 
back. If you’re thinking about 
going, just book it. You’ll 
understand once you’re 
there.”

 Checkout our 2026 
Calendar of Events at 
www.pineknollfarm.com

The Essence of 
Pine Knoll Farm Kentucky

A haven of peace and harmony for you and your horse
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by Gina Fortunato
There is nothing more 

pleasurable than a cool 
morning trail ride through 
the woods, sun streaming 
through the trees, dew still 
on the fern leaves, and 
wildlife running around 
...until – BUZZ! Pesky deer 
flies start to attack your 
horse’s neck, face, and ears. 
Then you have an agitated 
horse throwing their head 
around, ruining the serene 
environment you hoped for. 

This happened to me a 
few days ago, so I set out 
to learn more about deer 
flies and seek the best 
prevention so my Kentucky 
Mountain Horse riding 
buddy, Blue’s Clues, can 
enjoy the ride as much as I 
do.
Fun facts about 
deer flies (Tabanidae):
• Deer flies prefer outdoor 

environments, are mostly 
pasture pests, and do 
not frequent barns and 
paddock areas.

• Deer flies prefer wooded 
areas, especially near wet 
soil, such as marshes, 
bogs or streams.

• Since they are attracted 
to moist areas, deer flies 
target horses’ faces, 
mouths, ears, and eyes, 
and other areas that 
collect perspiration.

• Deer flies are aggressive 
biters, particularly in June 
and July. And sadly, for 
Blue’s Clues, who is all 
black with one white sock, 
they prefer dark colors.

• It is estimated that deer 
flies cost our industry 

about $700,000 to $1 
million yearly.

Horse owner hacks:
I find the horse 

community to be a close-
knit group, and members 
are always willing to share 
what is on their minds...
sometimes even when 
advice is not needed! 
Querying horse friends 
around the U.S. using social 
media, I asked them if they 
had any favorite hacks for 
preventing deer fly attacks. 
Here are three of the top 
recommendations:
• Lucky Braid shampoo – 

Several horse owners 
reported this shampoo 
also helped with tail 
rubbing and deterred 
bugs and flies.

• Dragonfly clips – Because 
deer flies are known to 
avoid dragonflies, clipping 
a dragonfly in motion on 
the top of the bridle may 
scare away deer flies.

• Bug balls – I’ve seen mixed 
reviews online for bug 

balls, but a few horse 
owners say they work 
well. One provided a DIY 
approach that may help 
with the cost: either spray 
a beach ball black or 
put it in a black garbage 
bag (my favorite, as that 
seems easy!), cover it with 
Tanglefoot, and hang it in 
your pasture or on trails.
One size does not fit all 

when it comes to horses. 
Sometimes multiple 
approaches may work best. 
In addition to what I’m doing 
(using a fly mask under the 
bridle and carrying a horse 
tail fly whisk), I’m looking 
forward to trying one (or all) 
of the above. After all, I want 
Blue’s Clues to have a buzz-
free ride as much as I do. 
Happy trails!

The suggestions in this 
article are intended to 
provide information only 
based on horse owner 
experience. If you need 
scientific data on flies, 
please visit the AAEP 
website and download their 

2024 External Parasite and 
Vector Control Guidelines. 
Here is the section 
specific to flies: https://
aaep.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/03/Flies.pdf

Sources:
• Illinois Department of 

Public Health https://www.
idph.state.il.us/envhealth/
pcbitingflies.htm

• Bug Guide https://
bugguide.net/node/view/117

Insurance products are 
underwritten by either 
Independence American 
Insurance Company (NAIC 
#26581), or United States Fire 
Insurance Company (NAIC 
#21113); please refer to your 
policy forms to determine 
the underwriter for your 
policy. All policies are 
produced by PTZ Insurance 
Agency, Ltd, domiciled 
in Illinois with corporate 
offices at Scottsdale, AZ 
(NPN: 5328528) and PTZ 
Insurance Agency, Ltd, d.b.a. 
PIA Insurance Agency in 
California (CA #0E36937). 

The ASPCA® is not an 
insurer and is not engaged 
in the business of insurance. 
Through a licensing 
agreement, the ASPCA 
receives a royalty fee that is 
in exchange for use of the 
ASPCA’s marks and is not a 
charitable contribution. 

© Copyright 2025, PTZ 
Insurance Agency, Ltd. 
ASPCA Logo, © Copyright 
2025, ASPCA. All Rights 
Reserved

Buzz Off! 
My Search for Deer Fly Solutions
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by Kay Coyte

R aymond White Jr. sat in 
the Cleveland Marriott 
Downtown ballroom, 

an honored guest at the 
Greater Cleveland Sports Hall 
of Fame’s annual induction 
ceremony in October 2024, 
as a video projected on a 
big screen introduced his 
sister, barrier-breaking 
jockey Cheryl White, to the 
audience. Posthumously, 
Cheryl was part of the Hall 
of Fame’s 2024 class of 
inductees, and snapshots of 
her career – headlines when 
she became the first female 
African-American jockey, 
win pictures, and a video 
of her crossing the finish 
line first in her last race – 
illustrated her place in horse 
racing history. In file footage, 
Cheryl spoke, too: “Not being 
cocky, but I knew I was good 
and I knew I was capable and 
I could ride with or better 

than a lot of the men.” 
Then it was Raymond’s turn 

to speak, accepting the Hall of 
Fame honor for his sister, who 
died in 2019. And he admitted 
it was “pretty emotional for 
me.” 

Raymond and Cheryl 
grew up in a racing family; 
their father, Raymond White 
Sr., started as a jockey but 
turned to training and 
started two horses in Triple 
Crown races. Their mother 
was a pedigree expert. The 
family’s racing operation 
was well-respected but 
mostly under the radar. And 
Cheryl’s accomplishments, 
after making a splash as the 
first Black female jockey at 
their home base, Thistledown 
racetrack near Cleveland in 
1971, were mostly unknown. 

That started to change in 
recent years as the White 
family worked to create a 
foundation in Cheryl’s name. 
In 2020, Cheryl was part of 

the Kentucky Derby Museum’s 
women jockeys exhibit, “Right 
to Ride,” and her face and 
milestone graced a trading 
card the museum created.

“Cheryl White’s story 
carries remarkable history 
and heritage at its heart,” 
said Jessica Whitehead, 
senior curator of collections 
at the Derby Museum, which 
maintains a Cheryl White 
display. “At the Museum, we 
are proud to honor Cheryl’s 
accomplishments as a 
trailblazing Black woman in 
the male-dominated sport of 
horse racing, and her career 
journey helps us understand 
the challenges female jockeys 
faced as they fought for 
their right to ride. Cheryl 
had to combat two types of 
prejudice—racial and sexual—
while she was in the saddle, 
and nevertheless managed 
to garner 226 Thoroughbred 
wins, over $700,000 in 
earnings, and the rare feat 

of capturing five races in a 
single day.”

In 2021, New York Times 
reporter, author, and 
equestrian, Sarah Maslin 
Nir, contacted Raymond, and 
that April joined the family at 
Mahoning Valley Race Course, 
in Youngstown, Ohio, for 
the Cheryl White Memorial 
Stakes. The result was Nir’s 
New York Times feature, “How 
the First Black Female Jockey 
Rode Into Oblivion”, and the 
seeds for a book project. The 
following year, Cheryl was 
celebrated at the Washington 
International Horse Show 
as one of six recipients of 
the first Ethos Award, which 
recognizes trailblazers who 
advance the engagement 
of people of color in the 
world of equestrian sports. 
Recognition continued into 
2023 when White and Nir 
released The Jockey and Her 
Horse, a young adult historical 
fiction book. Breyer, the iconic 

The Legacy of a 
Barrier-Breaking 

Ohio Jockey
She raced into history at 17, 

then slid under the radar. 
Today, Cheryl White is getting 
recognition, and giving back.

Cheryl White:
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equine model maker, offered 
a related collectible with 
Cheryl, in her father’s red-
and-white silks, and Jetolara, 
her first winning mount. 

Cheryl now was emerging 
from oblivion, with her 
brother and Nir embarking 
on a whirlwind national book 
tour, television appearances, 
exposure to thousands of 
horse girls at Breyerfest, 
author talks at racing’s 
esteemed Keeneland Library 
in Lexington, KY, and the 
National Museum of Racing 
and Hall of Fame in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. 

“She was just a pioneer,” 
White told Robin Roberts in a 
Good Morning America interview 
that summer. “I mean, at 17, 
during the turbulence that 
we had going on in the early 
‘70s, she was amazing, to go 
through everything she went 
through fighting for the right 
to ride and wanting to ride 
… Everywhere I went as a kid 
everybody knew who Cheryl 
White was.” Nir added: “She 
was the Serena and Venus 
Williams of her time and she 
has been erased from history.”

The time also was right for 

the White family to launch 
The Cheryl White Project, 
with the tagline: Preserving 
the Legacy of America’s First 
Black Female Jockey. The 
nonprofit’s mission is also to 
inspire Black children and 
teens to pursue horse racing 
or husbandry careers through 
education and mentorship. 

“That’s the goal–to expose 
kids that are in the inner city 
to that world, to show them 
these opportunities even 
exist,” said Raymond White 
III, Cheryl’s nephew. “Maybe 
we stumble across somebody 
who gets inspired, and we 
find the next Cheryl. Just to 
present kids with that option, 
it’s a fulfilling thing, and I 
know Cheryl would be proud 
of it. … We can’t change the 
world, but if we can reach out 
and change a handful of lives, 
then it’s worth it.”

The Cheryl White Project 
also seeks to remind people 
everywhere about the rich 
tradition of African-American 
horsemen, starting with 
the champion jockeys and 
trainers of the 1800s and 
early 1900s–Hall of Famers 
such as Isaac Murphy, 

Jimmy Winkfield and Ansel 
Williamson–but also those 
who continued to make their 
marks through the era of 
segregation and into modern 
times. Ohio racetracks are 
where some of the best made 
their names, such as multiple 
stakes-winning trainer Oscar 

Dishman and owner/breeder 
Archie Donaldson, and 
longtime racing official Daryl 
Parker, whose son, DeShawn, 
led the national races-won list 
in 2010 and 2011 and is now 
No. 4 on the Equibase all-time 
active jockeys leaderboard.

Participants in the 1972 Boots and Bows Handicap invitational in Atlantic City, N.J., included Cheryl White (3rd from 
right) with fellow female jockey pioneers Diane Crump and Mary Bacon (6th and 5th from right) and Barbara Jo Rubin 
(5th from left). Cheryl won the race on Heliamber, the longest shot in the field of 14.

 Photo courtesy of Keeneland Library Collection.

Memorabilia in the White family office in Akron, Ohio, 
family photos, top, and a picture of Cheryl White exhibit-
ing perfect form as she works out a horse at Sacramento 
Fairgrounds in 1975. 

Photo by Kay Coyte

Continued on page 18
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You could add Raymond 
White Sr. to that list as well. 
Cheryl’s father, born in the 
Pittsburgh area, started his 
jockey career in the 1920s and 
rode in Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Chicago and even Havana, 
Cuba. He took out a trainer’s 
license in 1927 but continued 
to gallop his charges, even 
into his 80s. He started two 
horses in the Kentucky Derby–
Crystal Prince in 1932 and 
American Eagle in 1944. 

For that first Derby, 
grandson White marveled, 
“Here he was a 29-year-old 
Black man, after they had 
done everything they could 
to push everybody away. It’s 
just remarkable to think about 
that.”

The day before the 1947 
Preakness, White Sr. worked 
his King Bay a half-mile 
in 48 1/5 seconds, a move 
so impressive that the 
“unheralded and unsung” 
but “handsome” colt went off 
as the bettors’ fifth choice in 
the Pimlico classic. King Bay 
pressed the early pace but 
faded to last. In his next start, 
King Bay won the $25,000 
Peabody Memorial Handicap 
at Hawthorne, then the 
largest purse ever won by a 
Black trainer.

“My grandfather, he never 
told us any of this stuff,” 
White III said. “Seventy-five 
to 80 percent of the stuff we’re 
finding out, no one ever knew 
about. He was humble but 
hopeful.”

Around 1950, White Sr. 
took a string of horses to the 
newly opened Hazel Park in 
Detroit. There he met Doris 
Gorske, described by her 
grandson as a “racetrack nut” 
who’d “written down all the 
results, times, taken pictures, 
kept detailed records–she had 
the bloodlines in her head.” 
She was much younger, and 
Polish-American, but it was a 
partnership that worked.  

“She kept her maiden 
name as an owner just to 
keep things separate and 
try to avoid any kind of stuff 
because it was what it was in 
the 50s,” White III said. “They 
got married in Cook County 
(Illinois). Not sure if it was 
because they were racing 

there or if they thought it was 
the best place to get it done 
and not have to worry about 
any backlash.”

The family settled in 
northeast Ohio, eventually 
moving to a 400-acre farm in 
Rome, well-situated within a 
few hours’ drive of tracks in 

multiple states.
“My mom was the owner-

breeder, the one who picked 
what studs we bred horses 
to,” Raymond Jr. recalled 
in an interview recorded at 
Keeneland Library. “My father 
was the trainer, and we’d 
swap horses in and out at the 

Continued from page 17

Cheryl White on the cover of July 29, 1971 Jet magazine
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farm.” That’s where Cheryl, 
as a kid, and her younger 
brother, Raymond, were 
schooled in horsemanship, 
from feeding to foaling. The 
joke was that Cheryl learned 
to ride before she could walk. 
By her early teens, she began 
galloping horses for her father 
at the track.

The White family believed 
in education, too, and Cheryl 
also excelled there. She was 
a math whiz and, as she was 
working toward her jockey’s 
license, she represented 
Grand Valley High School 
on the It’s Academic student 
quiz show. She earned a 
scholarship to attend Bowling 
Green State University in 
Ohio and was planning on 
becoming an algebra teacher. 

But women fighting for 
the right to race-ride was in 
the news. Penny Ann Early 
got a license in 1968, but 
three times male jockeys at 
Churchill Downs boycotted 
races she entered. In 1969, 
Diane Crump became the 
first female jockey to ride in 
a pari-mutuel race when she 
rode Bridle ’n Bit on Feb. 7 at 
Hialeah Park near Miami. 
Later that month, Barbara 
Jo Rubin became the first 
woman to reach the winner’s 
circle, at Charles Town in West 
Virginia. Kim Sawyer got her 
license in 1970 and rode for 
two years at Thistledown. 
Watching her friend compete, 
Cheryl saw the possibilities.

But her father didn’t 
approve, first insisting she 
finish high school (she did), 
then refusing to put her on 
a horse to get the necessary 
“gate card”–approval from 
track officials that she could 
swiftly and safely break a 
horse from the starting gate. 
She solved that by securing a 
borrowed mount for the gate 
test, and passing.

Like most new riders, 
who aren’t allowed to carry 
a whip in their first start, 

Cheryl finished last in her 
June 5, 1971, debut. The next 
month she was the cover 
girl for Jet magazine, with 
the headline: Teen-Aged 
Girl Cracks Barrier on Race 
Track.” She won her first race 
on Sept. 2 at Waterford Park 
(now Mountaineer) in West 
Virginia.  That same month, 
she became the first female 
rider to win two races on 
the same day in two states, 
scoring in the last race at 
Thistledown, then under the 
lights at Waterford.

In a 2017 Horse Racing 
Radio Network interview 
with former jockey Kristina 
McManigell, Cheryl White 
recalled, “My dad was an 
old-timer, he didn’t believe 
in women riders. … But after 
I started, and I did really 

well for him, it changed his 
mind.” Even after that first 
race, her father declared in 
The Cleveland Plain Dealer: “My 
girl is the best boy around this 
track.”

Cheryl told McManigell 
she ignored most of the 
“stuff” around her at races, 
and, as a “backside brat,” she 
felt comfortable competing 
with the jockey colony there. 
“I had been licensed as an 
exercise person a few years 
before then. … I grew up at 
Thistledown, so everybody 
there knew me.” 

By the following year, 
Cheryl was becoming known 
outside Ohio. She competed 
in the all-women Boots and 
Bows Handicap invitational 
in Atlantic City, N.J., alongside 
fellow pioneers Crump, 

Rubin, Mary Bacon, Patti 
Barton, and Sandy Schleiffers. 
Cheryl won the Aug. 28 stakes 
on Heliamber, the longest shot 
in the field of 14.

Still, few trainers outside 
her family hired her to ride. 
“I’ve read a lot of different 
articles, heard stories, how 
trainers were toward female 
jockeys then,” White III said. 
“We noticed an odd thing. 
When she first started, in 
interviews when she’s talking 
about having trouble getting 
mounts, she said, ‘I don’t 
know if it’s because I’m Black 
or I’m a woman.’ Then she 
stopped. We don’t know if 
my grandfather said, ‘Hey, 
we know that, but you can’t 
say that, if you want to get 
mounts.’ It’s like she heard, 
hey, don’t talk about that.”

That was easy enough for 
Cheryl, who was not one 
for self-promotion. She also 
seemed to have inherited 
her father’s tendency to be 
humble.

In 1974, Cheryl went to 
California to visit ex-jockey 
friends, galloped a few horses 
and moved her tack West. 
She primarily rode on the 
fair circuit, where races for 
Appaloosas, Quarter-Horses 
and Arabians are carded 
along with Thoroughbreds. “I 
enjoyed riding winners, and 
I did good,” she said in 2017. 
“I was very good out of the 
gate and that helped Quarter 
Horse and Appaloosa people 
navigate to me because they’re 
shorter distances. It was a 
natural thing–I think I’m part 
horse. I’m also very relaxed … 
and in tune with the horse.”

White Sr. put it this way: 
“She was fearless.”

Cheryl was the first woman 
to win the Appaloosa Horse 
Club’s Jockey of the Year 
award in 1977 and repeated 
from 1983-1985 (she entered 
its Hall of Fame in 2011). In 
1981 and 1982, she rode her 

Continued on page 20

Raymond White Jr. with his sister, jockey Cheryl White on 
the trading card poster in the background, the trading card 
and poster were created by the Kentucky Derby Museum 
for its 2020 exhibit, “Right to Ride.”
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mother’s Appaloosa, Mr. 
Slic, to equal or better track 
records at Vallejo. On October 
19, 1983, she made history 
again, winning five races in 
one day at Fresno Fair. 

Injuries slowed her but 
accolades kept coming. In 
1990, White received an 
Award of Merit from the 
African American Sports 
Hall of Fame in Sacramento, 
as well as the Sports Award 
and Award of Merit from the 
California Legislature.

Cheryl went out in style, 
winning the Arabian Jockey 
Club’s Derby West stakes 
aboard in Los Alamitios at 
NBR Seykret Cache on July 25, 
1992. After that, she retired 
from racing with more than 
750 career wins, often saying 
she wanted to quit before 
becoming a has-been. 

Cheryl had passed the 
California Horse Racing 
Board steward examination 
in 1991 and began working 
as a racing official–cracking 
another glass ceiling for 
women–while still galloping 
horses, at various tracks. 

“She was a racetracker, she’d 
tell you that,” White Jr. said. 
“She said that she grew up on 
a racetrack and there was no 
retiring, you just transitioned 
into another job.”

Cheryl did answer one 
more call to ride, competing 
in Lady Legends for the Cure 
at Pimlico in 201–the first 
pari-mutuel race showcasing 
retired female jockeys. At age 
60, in her final Lady Legends 
race in 2014, Cheryl finished 
seventh on Macho Spaces, 
saying afterward it “felt great 
to ride. I’ve ridden in every 
one of these. This is a great 
event.” 

She returned to Ohio that 
year to work in the racing 
office at the newly opened 
Mahoning Valley track and 
her circle was completed 
when she became a racing 

official at JACK Thistledown 
Racino in 2019.

Later that year, Cheryl 
had an asthma attack that 
led to heart failure. She 
died on September 20, 2019; 
she was 65. In a tribute, 
former northern California 
jockey Dara Hanrahan 
reminisced about the initially 
“intimidating” patrol judge: 
“Every day I sat in there 
(reviewing films) with her 
… I’d get a very blunt dose of 
reality and tons of valuable 
knowledge. Days, months and 
years passed, the outer walls 
of her tough exterior quickly 
broke down. She became a 
friend, neighbor, confidant 
and mentor.”

This is the kind of legacy 
the White family works to 
keep alive. Last year, they 
partnered with the Delaware 

African American Heritage 
Council to present Cheryl’s 
story to elementary students 
who may be more familiar 
with the Ohio city’s famed 
Little Brown Jug classic pace 
for standardbreds.  
A separate program delved 
into the early history of 
African-American horsemen. 
Old Hillside Bourbon 
Co. released a Trifecta 
whiskey blend in bottles 
that commemorate White, 
Sylvia Bishop (first licensed 
Black female trainer), and 
Eliza Carpenter, who was 
born into slavery but died a 
successful racing stable owner 
(and sometimes jockey) in 
Oklahoma. A portion of the 
proceeds goes to The Cheryl 
White Project.

Perhaps most exciting is 
that Emmy-winning actress-

comedian-author Tiffany 
Haddish and her She Ready 
Production company have 
optioned The Jockey and Her 
Horse for film, tapping Jane 
Barr (The 1619 Project) to write 
the screenplay. “We’re billing 
it as Hidden Figures with 
horses,” said Nir, “and we 
hope it inspires a generation 
of horsewomen, horsemen, 
and children to do more than 
just ride, to do anything they 
set their hearts to, just like 
Cheryl did.” 

If there’s a red carpet in the 
White family’s future, you 
can bet they’ll also arrange 
to speak with local youth. 
White III said he’d also like to 
organize more programs that 
bring kids to the racetrack, 
starting in Ohio then 
replicating them nationally, 
or to establish a scholarship in 
his aunt’s name. The Cheryl 
White Project “definitely 
has been a lot of work, but of 
everything that we do, this is 
the most passionate thing that 
I have,” he said.

As his father told the Hall 
of Fame ceremony audience, 
“We’ve done a lot and we’re 
not done, so that’s the whole 
thing. We’re not done, we’re 
not done, we’re not done.”

For more information 
about The Cheryl White 
Project, check out their 
website at: https://www.
thecherylwhiteproject.com/

Kay Coyte, a Louisville native, is 
a former editor at The Washington 
Post and former editor/publisher 
of the thoroughbred racing 
magazine The Horsemen’s Journal; 
she was the first woman to win 
thoroughbred racing’s Eclipse 
Award for photography, in 1982. 
She is a judge for the Dr. Tony 
Ryan Book Award for excellence in 
thoroughbred racing literature and 
the American Horse Publications’ 
media awards. A rider since 
girlhood, she adopted a retired 
racehorse/broodmare in 2020 and 
loves to trail ride with her.

Continued from page 19

Photo courtesy of the Kentucky Derby Museum
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Why Would I Need an 
Equine Appraisal?

By Sara Ballinger
A certified equine appraisal can 

provide an unbiased report for a 
variety of purposes. An equine 
appraisal establishes the monetary 
value of a horse for a specific 
purpose. Each appraisal is different, 
and each appraisal has different 
valuation factors to consider. Equine 
appraisals can be used for a multitude 
of purposes as diverse as divorce 
settlements, litigation cases, IRS 
nonprofit tax deductions, horse sales, 
bankruptcies, estate settlements, 
insurance cases, establishment of 
business partnerships, contract 
disputes, and bank collateral. Each 
requires substantial research.

Equine appraisers gather 
information on the subject horse 
such as pictures, videos, pedigree 
paperwork, registration paperwork, 
passports, show records, bills of sale, 
training records, and vet records. 
Onsite inspections of the horse are 
often necessary as well. In each 
circumstance, appraisers must find 
comparable horses that have sold 
with closely matching criteria to that 
of the subject horse. Moreover, the 
purchase price of the subject horse is 
also taken into consideration, along 
with time and money invested during 
its ownership.

After considering what criteria 
is most important to each equine 
appraisal, certified appraisers create 
a grid system to compare the subject 
horse to carefully selected sold 
comparable horses. Calculations will 
determine value for each specific 
area that is adjudged to be the most 
important for each appraisal report. 
An equine appraiser is trained in 
what criteria is most appropriate and 
how to calculate an overall value. 
With over thirty years of experience 
in the sport horse industry, I 
determine what criteria is most 

important for each specific discipline.
Since becoming a certified equine 

appraiser in 2012, I am aware of the 
specifics in the wide variety of their 
uses. Equine appraisals can be used 
for IRS tax deduction purposes to 
nonprofits such as colleges, therapy 
barns, mounted police units, and 
to hospitals for research purposes. 
I have also provided numerous 
equine appraisal reports for litigation 
purposes involving veterinary 
malpractice, pharmaceutical company 
representation, trailer accidents, 
and crime scenes involving horses. 
Appraisals are also utilized to settle 
bankruptcy filings, divorces, and 
large estate settlements. An equine 
appraisal for an estate can be used 
for several reasons. The owner of an 
estate may have passed away, and 

the appraisal is used to either sell the 
horses or divide the assets among 
family members. Estate appraisals 
also cover one family member 
transferring horses to another family 
member per IRS guidelines. Further, 
an equine appraisal report may 
be needed for more basic matters 
such as valuing a horse for sales or 
insurance valuations.

Not only are equine appraisals used 
for a multitude of reasons, but each 
appraisal also has its own specific 
set of focal points depending on the 
purpose. For example, a high-level 
jumper may be stepping down to a 
lower jump height as it gets older, 
and its value may be affected. Sold 
comparable horses would need to 
be found that are similar in age, 
gender, breed, health, soundness, 
and competition history. In another 
appraisal, litigation over a stallion 
that passes away in a trailer accident 
necessitates a different set of focal 
points. The breeding history and 
pedigree may be more of a factor 
in this case versus the information 
needed for the high-level competition 
horse. In yet another example, an 
older trail horse may be involved in 
a divorce case. In this situation, the 
pedigree and gender of the horse may 
not be as important as it was for the 
other equine appraisal reports.

Each equine appraisal has its 
own set of circumstances, and each 
requires a certified equine appraiser 
who takes the time to research 
and determine value. In the ever-
changing world of equine ownership, 
precise appraisals are a priority for 
both professional horse people and 
business professionals alike who 
need accurate assessments of their 
assets. Attention to detail is of utmost 
importance.

For more information: 
sebequineappraisals.com
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by Jen Roytz

H ave you ever wondered 
what it takes to ship 
horses overseas and 

internationally? How do they 
handle the experience, and 
what goes into making it safe 
and efficient?

The process of exporting 
horses and other live 
animals–from domesticated 
animals like cattle and pigs 
to more exotic ones such as 
rhinoceroses and giraffes–is 
markedly different from how 
humans travel overseas, and 
not just because they get to 
skip the TSA line and keep 
their shoes on.

Live animal export 
involves not only scrupulous 
documentation, inspections, 
and the following of 
regulations through the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and their 
Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

based on the traveler’s 
destination country, but 
also careful attention to 
biosecurity, efficiency, and 
overall safety and stress 
management of the animals 
leading up to and during 
transit.

In short, it’s an arduous 
task.

That’s why it’s important 
to work with people who are 
well versed in the process 
and a facility designed with 
the safety, health, and stress 
management of the animals 
at the forefront. Luckily, one 
of the country’s leading USDA 
certified Export Inspection 
Facilities and Ports of 
Embarkation is closer than 
you might think.

History Meets 
Progress

Located in Columbus, Ohio, 
Rickenbacker International 
Airport originally opened in 
1942 as Lockbourne Army 

Airfield and served as a 
training facility for the Army 
Air Corps, including the 
training of Women Airport 
Service Pilots, who learned to 
fly B-17 bombers there. The 
aviation facility also served as 
the post-World War II home 
of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
the nation’s first African 
American fighter wing.

As the Cold War neared 
an end, the base was 
renamed after Captain Eddie 
Rickenbacker, a Columbus 
native and America’s 
preeminent World War I 
flying ace. Rickenbacker was 
a prominent aviator and 
statesman of his era, going on 
to serve as the head of Eastern 
Airlines for three decades (fun 
fact: Captain Eddie was also 
the inspiration for Snoopy’s 
character in the Snoopy and 
the Red Baron saga!).

Today, Rickenbacker 
International Airport is 

mainly a cargo-focused 
airport, though it still 
has strong military ties 
as the home base for the 
Ohio Air National Guard 
121st Air Refueling Wing. 
In addition, Rickenbacker 
offers commercial flights for 
Allegiant Air to destinations 
throughout the United States.

Rickenbacker Airport 
(airport code LCK, 
named after the village 
of Lockbourne, the base’s 
original namesake) is one 
of three airports under the 
purview of the Columbus 
Regional Airport Authority 
(the others being John Glenn 
International Airport (CMH) 
and Bolton Field (TZR), a 
corporate and recreationally 
focused regional airport).

One of the more recent 
features of Rickenbacker’s 
cargo services is a unique 
terminal dedicated 
exclusively to the care and 

Flying High – The Science and Skill 
Behind International Equine Export

Photos courtesy of Rickenbacker International Airport
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management of horses and 
other animals awaiting 
international export. 
Centrally located within 
a one-day truck/trailer 
drive from the largest 
concentration of the 
United States and Canada’s 
population, Rickenbacker 
offers not only advanced 
animal export facilities, 
but also a knowledgeable 
staff and animal-friendly 
culture–providing a 
higher caliber, lower stress 
transport experience for 
every animal that passes 
through their care.

Heading up the logistics 
for Rickenbacker’s animal 
exports is Bryan Schreiber, 
who manages air cargo 
and foreign trade zone 
administration for the 
airport.

“Being centrally located 
within a day drive by tractor-
trailer to such a significant 
amount of the North 
American population and 
the majority of its equine 
and livestock markets makes 
Columbus an ideal choice for 
a USDA Port of Embarkation,” 
said Schreiber. “That being 
said, shipping animals 
presents some very unique 
challenges as opposed to other 
types of cargo–some obvious 

and some less obvious-so the 
decision to venture into that 
aspect of service included 
a lot of careful thought and 
planning.”

Rickenbacker opened a 
conditional USDA-certified 
loading facility at the end 
of 2014, and soon after they 
managed their first animal 
transport flight.

“That first live animal 
transport flight took place 
on March 23, 2015,” said 

Schreiber. “We sent 178 
pregnant dairy cows on a 
Singapore Airlines 747 to 
Bangkok, Thailand to start a 
herd there.”

Soon after, the airport 
announced plans to create a 
state-of-the-art equine and 
livestock terminal.

“One thing Rickenbacker 
does not lack is space. We 
remodeled a large aircraft 
maintenance hangar, putting 
the safety, biosecurity, and 
well-being of the animals in 
mind, and the project was 
completed and certified by the 
USDA in 2018,” said Schreiber.

Safety and 
Stress Reduction

A key figure in the design 
of Rickenbacker’s equine and 
livestock terminal, as well 
as their protocols, staffing, 

Continued on page 30

“I’d say 50% of the stress of 
transport for any type of 
animal is just the loading 
and unloading.”

–Larry Baker
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and current day-to-day 
management is Larry Baker 
of Baker Livestock and Horse 
Transport. Baker, a farmer 
by trade who, at the time, 
specialized in buying and 
selling hogs internationally, 
saw much promise in what 
Rickenbacker could provide.

“Larry was instrumental 
in the development of this 
facility,” said Schreiber. “He 
told us, ‘If you run a cargo 
facility, why not include 
animals?’ and his expertise 
made a huge difference.”

Baker has traveled with 
various types of animals 
to more than 35 countries, 
navigating each country’s 
import and export 
regulations. He also works 
both at home and abroad to 
help develop and strengthen 
protocols for international 
animal import and export.

He explained that one of 
the biggest differences in 
Rickenbacker’s facilities as 
compared to other airports 
that import and export 
animals is how quiet and 
calm it is.

“We have rubber flooring, 
which is not only easy to 
disinfect and easy on animals’ 
hooves, but it is quieter,” said 
Baker.

The facility has 12 stalls for 
animals to rest comfortably 
and safely and be inspected 
by USDA veterinarians prior 
to travel, and staff can also 
erect temporary pens to 
accommodate larger animals 
or those traveling in bonded 
groups.

“The entire building is 
completely enclosed and 
semi-climate controlled, so 
the animals aren’t exposed to 
extreme temperatures or the 
constant loud noise of things 
like plane engines, heavy 
equipment and whatnot. 
Noise and activity like that is 
very stressful for animals,” 

said Baker. “I’d say 50% of 
the stress of transport for 
any type of animal is just the 
loading and unloading.”

Baker explained that all 
employees working in the 
facility receive specialized 
training on large animal 
handling, as well as how 
to work in the facility and 
around the animals as quietly, 
efficiently, and safely as 
possible.

“I’ve worked around 
animals all my life, and I can 
tell you that when they are 
out of their natural element, 
how calm and quiet their 
surroundings are, as well 
as the people working with 
them, makes all the difference 
in how they handle the 
experience and how safe it 
is for those interacting with 
them,” he said.

Horses are typically shipped 
in groups on chartered 
flights without other types of 
animals traveling with them 
due to quarantine protocols. 
Based on their destination 
country, they are quarantined 
at an approved USDA-licensed 
farm and inspected by USDA 
APHIS-certified veterinarians 
at the quarantine facility 

before shipping to Ricken-
backer, where a USDA APHIS-
certified veterinarian is 
present until they depart.

During their stay at 
Rickenbacker, strict 
biosecurity measures are 
taken to ensure the health of 
all animals that pass through 
their care.

“You have to wear coveralls 
and boots that stay in our 
facility, and everyone that 
comes in or out has to walk 
through a foot dip to ensure 
they aren’t bringing in or 
taking out any germs or 
communicable diseases,” 
explained Baker.

Baker’s team prepares hay 
nets, water jugs, and shavings 
for each horse traveling and 
have height-adjustable chutes 
to allow the horses to easily 
transition from the trailers 
they arrived on to their 
portable jet stall if they aren’t 
being offloaded to one of the 
permanent holding stalls. 
Once settled in their jet stall, 
the stall is carefully loaded 
onto and secured in the 
aircraft.

For animals that are 
larger or smaller than can 
comfortably fit in a traditional 

jet stall, Baker’s team can 
build custom travel crates to 
accommodate either single 
animals or small groups 
(hogs, for example, travel 
more quietly if crated in small 
groups rather than alone).

In addition to the hands-
on management of the 
animals, Baker and the team 
at Rickenbacker also provide 
logistical services, including 
coordination of animal 
testing, isolation, and flight 
booking.

“Most people go through 
an agency specializing in 
animal import and export to 
manage their animals’ travel 
arrangements and protocols, 
which helps to ensure all 
rules and regulations are 
followed,” said Schreiber.

Making Travel Plans
Rickenbacker has had nearly 

1,000 horses pass through 
its facility since its inception, 
which includes everything 
from Thoroughbred racing 
and breeding stock to 
Standardbreds, Quarter 
Horses, Arabians, and more–
not to mention everything 
from internationally 
competitive show horses to 

Continued from page 29

Inspections before the flight Photo courtesy of Rickenbacker International Airport
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Just another day 
on the job…

In 2015, just as Schreiber and Baker were embarking on 
their plan to expand Rickenbacker Airport’s live animal 
offerings and accommodations, Schreiber and Baker 
received a rather unique request from the Cincinnati 
Zoo. The Sumatran rhinoceros was becoming critically 
endangered, and the zoo, which had the last living 
Sumatran rhinoceros living outside of Southeast Asia, 
had agreed to send their beloved resident, a male named 
Harapan, to Indonesia for a conservation breeding program 
at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary at Way Kambas National 
Park in Sumatra.

“We worked with an exotic animal broker who was 
knowledgeable about the import/export process,” said 
Baker. “His zookeeper had been with him since he was born 
and stayed with him through the process. It was apparent 
to everyone the connection the two had–he was like a big 
pet, and we could all see how hard it was for him to say 
goodbye.”

Rickenbacker worked with the Hong Kong-based carrier 
Cathay Pacific to transport Harapan the 53-hour, 10,253-
mile journey.

Harapan arrived safely at his destination and since 
then has made a significant contribution to the survival 
of his species by siring his first calf, a male, in late 2023. 
Harapan, the calf’s mother (Delilah) and this calf are three 
of roughly 80 Sumatran rhinoceroses left in existence.

“We got to see a video of Harapan happily settled in his 
new environment and have enjoyed receiving updates,” 

said Baker. “It was really meaningful and special to be part 
of that.”

Jen Roytz is a marketing and communications specialist based in 
Central Kentucky with a professional background in Thoroughbred 
racing and aftercare. Jen is a partner in Topline Communications, a 
Lexington-based marketing, communications and PR firm serving 
small and medium-sized businesses. She and her husband, Dr. Stuart 
Brown, own Brownstead Farm, a 115-acre Thoroughbred breeding, 
sales, racing and sport horse facility in Versailles, KY.

Jen remains a passionate advocate for Thoroughbred aftercare and 
regularly speaks on the topic at both the local and national levels. A 
lifelong equestrian, Jen enjoys competing in the hunter/jumper arenas 
and specializes in the transition and retraining of Thoroughbreds into 
amateur-friendly show and recreational mounts.

beloved family pets.
When it comes to planning 

a trip, Baker says they usually 
try to put together a charter 
for a group of horses to 
travel together to the same 
destination.

“If you have a charter, you 
price it out per position based 
on estimated weight and 
volume to identify the price 
per position,” said Baker. 
“Most animal cargo flights 
stop in Anchorage, Alaska, 
so they load the aircraft full, 
along with enough fuel based 
on weight and volume to make 
the trip to Anchorage, then 
refuel and refill water tanks 
for the animals there.”

The types of planes Baker 

and his team work with 
most to transport animals 
overseas are Boeing 747 and 
777 aircraft, and some of the 
most common destinations 
for Rickenbacker’s live animal 
cargo include Europe, China, 
India, South America, and the 
Middle East.

While horses are a common 
sight at the Rickenbacker 
live animal terminal, there 
is a nearly endless amount 
of other species Baker and 
his team have worked with 
over the years. Hogs are 
one of the more common 
species to pass through their 
doors, with upwards of 600 
to 700 traveling on a single 
cargo plane. Cattle are often 

exported in large numbers as 
well, but there are also some 
less traditional species they 
see. In addition, they often get 
tasked with the international 
export of exotic animals 
for zoos, sanctuaries, and 
breeding programs.

“We’ve transported 
everything from porcupines, 
skunks, and groundhogs 
to giraffes, camels, and 
antelope,” said Baker. “In a 
few weeks we’re transporting 
a load of 40 kangaroos to 
Malaysia, and not long ago we 
sent a bunch of white-tailed 
deer to Russia.”

Regardless of the type 
of animal, Baker and his 
team take great care in their 

handling and transport, and 
a USDA APHIS veterinary 
inspector monitors all 
activities from the moment 
the animals arrive to when 
the doors of the aircraft shut 
and the plane takes off.

“What we do is not just 
loading boxes or crates. We’re 
being entrusted with lives, 
and we take that responsibility 
very seriously,” said Baker. 
“Shipping animals overseas 
is a delicate and complicated 
process, and as long as I’ve 
been doing this, I can say 
with full confidence that the 
experience Rickenbacker 
offers to the animals in its 
care, and their owners, is 
second to none.”

Photo by Kathy NewtonSumatran rhinoceros
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Horse manure management and dis-
posal is often costly, time-consuming and 
odorous for equestrian facilities. Many 
facilities are spending more than $50 per 
ton for manure disposal.

However, with appropriate on-site com-
posting infrastructure, equestrian proper-
ties can turn this costly waste stream into 
a valuable resource. Properly composted 
horse manure can be sold as a high-value 
soil amendment. A growing number of 
equestrian facilities are selling their com-
posted manure for more than $50 per 
ton, instead of spending $50+ per ton for 
disposal.

What are the top challenges and best 
practices for on-site composting of horse 
manure?
Odor Management

Equestrian facilities generally prioritize 
composting solutions that minimize odors. 
The good news is that there are several 
proven methods to reduce or eliminate 
odors with well-designed composting 
systems, including enclosed systems, aer-
ation control systems, and biofilters.
Mixing

Horse “poo nuggets” are encased in a 
mucus membrane. If left in a pile, these 
mucus membranes will hold the nuggets 
together for months, giving you an uneven 
and low-value compost product. The best 
composting solutions include effective 
mixing, grinding, and aeration of the ma-
terial to effectively break it down into high-
value compost.
Pathogen Destruction

It is of particular importance to destroy 
pathogens at equestrian facilities to 
prevent the spread of disease. If you’re 
aiming to sell a premium-priced com-
post product, you will want to track the 
data that proves time and temperature 
requirements have been met prior to 
selling the compost. Controlled aeration 
systems with data capture technologies 
can be used to automatically optimize the 
composting process while logging data in 
simple spreadsheet files for each batch of 
compost produced.
Labor and Fuel Costs

Composting horse manure can be ex-
pensive in terms of equipment, fuel, and 

labor. However, many proven solutions are 
easy to operate and maintain, requiring 
minimal effort beyond what is done al-
ready for disposal.
Used bedding as compost bulking 
agent

High nitrogen materials like manure 
need to have a minimum amount of high 
carbon material, aka “bulking agent,” 
mixed in before the composting process 
begins. Most equestrian facilities already 
use wood shavings or other similar ma-
terials as bedding, which means that stall 
cleanout materials already have a suitable 
ratio of high carbon material with the ma-
nure. Equestrian properties that use Airlite 
pelletized cardboard bedding from Green 
Horse Brands (www.greenhorsebrands.
com) have even better results with com-
posting, because Airlite bedding enables 
enhanced aeration and moisture absorp-
tion during composting, which speeds up 
the composting process.
Proven Solutions That 
Pay For Themselves

Green Mountain Technologies (GMT) 
has been a family-owned composting 
technology company since 1992 that 
offers proven solutions for equestrian 
facilities, including affordable aerated 
static pile (ASP) systems and automated 
in-vessel systems. Our goal is always the 
same: empower equestrian facilities with 
efficient systems to turn manure into valu-
able compost products.
1. Earth Flow™ Composting

The Earth Flow system makes com-
posting fast and easy, with just a 14-day 
process time to produce ready-to-cure 
compost with minimal labor. The system 
is completely enclosed, giving you excel-

lent control over odor and stormwater.
2. Aerated Static Pile Systems

Aerated Static Pile (ASP) composting 
significantly reduces mechanical turning 
of the material, while speeding up the 
primary composting process to just 1.5 
months, (compared to 4-6 months with 
turned windrow composting). ASP com-
posting reduces the land required and the 
material handling costs by as much as 
50% when compared to turned windrow 
composting.

The Best Solution for Perfect Odor 
Control and Fast Automated Compost-
ing: The Earth Flow™

Greenacres Farm is an equestrian facil-
ity in Ohio that also runs an organic farm. 
Green Mountain Technologies provided 
an Earth Flow™ system to Greenacres, 
with capacity to compost up to 6 cubic 
yards of material per day. The Earth Flow™ 
system provides optimum conditions for 
hot, aerobic composting. Greenacres pre-
viously composted using a skid steer to 
manually turn the material once per week, 
a process which took lots of labor and fuel 
over a period of 3 to 6 months.

“”The Earth Flow™ will help us take a 
lot of the labor out of the composting pro-
cess. This helps me spend less time on a 
skid steer and more time in the fields and 
in the greenhouse, focused on growing 
food. The Earth Flow helps us keep up 
with the waste we generate and quickly 
turn that waste into a usable soil amend-
ment.”

- Nathan Bundy, Greenhouse Horticul-
turist and Compost Manager for Greena-
cres

For more information visit www.
compostingtechnology.com/greenacres/

Composting Solutions that Pay for 
Themselves While Helping the Environment
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a valuable resource. Properly composted 
horse manure can be sold as a high-value 
soil amendment. A growing number of 
equestrian facilities are selling their com-
posted manure for more than $50 per 
ton, instead of spending $50+ per ton for 
disposal.

What are the top challenges and best 
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composting solutions that minimize odors. 
The good news is that there are several 
proven methods to reduce or eliminate 
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systems, including enclosed systems, aer-
ation control systems, and biofilters.
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mucus membrane. If left in a pile, these 
mucus membranes will hold the nuggets 
together for months, giving you an uneven 
and low-value compost product. The best 
composting solutions include effective 
mixing, grinding, and aeration of the ma-
terial to effectively break it down into high-
value compost.
Pathogen Destruction

It is of particular importance to destroy 
pathogens at equestrian facilities to 
prevent the spread of disease. If you’re 
aiming to sell a premium-priced com-
post product, you will want to track the 
data that proves time and temperature 
requirements have been met prior to 
selling the compost. Controlled aeration 
systems with data capture technologies 
can be used to automatically optimize the 
composting process while logging data in 
simple spreadsheet files for each batch of 
compost produced.
Labor and Fuel Costs

Composting horse manure can be ex-
pensive in terms of equipment, fuel, and 

labor. However, many proven solutions are 
easy to operate and maintain, requiring 
minimal effort beyond what is done al-
ready for disposal.
Used bedding as compost bulking 
agent

High nitrogen materials like manure 
need to have a minimum amount of high 
carbon material, aka “bulking agent,” 
mixed in before the composting process 
begins. Most equestrian facilities already 
use wood shavings or other similar ma-
terials as bedding, which means that stall 
cleanout materials already have a suitable 
ratio of high carbon material with the ma-
nure. Equestrian properties that use Airlite 
pelletized cardboard bedding from Green 
Horse Brands (www.greenhorsebrands.
com) have even better results with com-
posting, because Airlite bedding enables 
enhanced aeration and moisture absorp-
tion during composting, which speeds up 
the composting process.
Proven Solutions That 
Pay For Themselves

Green Mountain Technologies (GMT) 
has been a family-owned composting 
technology company since 1992 that 
offers proven solutions for equestrian 
facilities, including affordable aerated 
static pile (ASP) systems and automated 
in-vessel systems. Our goal is always the 
same: empower equestrian facilities with 
efficient systems to turn manure into valu-
able compost products.
1. Earth Flow™ Composting

The Earth Flow system makes com-
posting fast and easy, with just a 14-day 
process time to produce ready-to-cure 
compost with minimal labor. The system 
is completely enclosed, giving you excel-

lent control over odor and stormwater.
2. Aerated Static Pile Systems

Aerated Static Pile (ASP) composting 
significantly reduces mechanical turning 
of the material, while speeding up the 
primary composting process to just 1.5 
months, (compared to 4-6 months with 
turned windrow composting). ASP com-
posting reduces the land required and the 
material handling costs by as much as 
50% when compared to turned windrow 
composting.

The Best Solution for Perfect Odor 
Control and Fast Automated Compost-
ing: The Earth Flow™

Greenacres Farm is an equestrian facil-
ity in Ohio that also runs an organic farm. 
Green Mountain Technologies provided 
an Earth Flow™ system to Greenacres, 
with capacity to compost up to 6 cubic 
yards of material per day. The Earth Flow™ 
system provides optimum conditions for 
hot, aerobic composting. Greenacres pre-
viously composted using a skid steer to 
manually turn the material once per week, 
a process which took lots of labor and fuel 
over a period of 3 to 6 months.

“”The Earth Flow™ will help us take a 
lot of the labor out of the composting pro-
cess. This helps me spend less time on a 
skid steer and more time in the fields and 
in the greenhouse, focused on growing 
food. The Earth Flow helps us keep up 
with the waste we generate and quickly 
turn that waste into a usable soil amend-
ment.”

- Nathan Bundy, Greenhouse Horticul-
turist and Compost Manager for Greena-
cres

For more information visit www.
compostingtechnology.com/greenacres/

Composting Solutions that Pay for 
Themselves While Helping the Environment

+206-319-7102 compostingtechnology.com/equestrian

Transform horse manure
into pathogen-free
compost in 10 days.

The Earth Flow

No odors
No leachate
No pests
Beautiful compost

Premier Solutions for
Equestrian Composting

Contact us for a FREE consultation!

Ready to stop spending money on manure disposal and start
making money selling compost? 

sales@compostingtechnology.com
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by Donna Woods
Colic is not a specific 

disease but rather a symptom 
that encompasses any form of 
gastrointestinal pain in horses. 
It can vary in severity—from 
mild gas buildup to life-
threatening twisted intestines. 
In this article, we explore how 
light therapy, particularly the 
use of red and green lights, 
can support the care of horses 
suffering from colic.
Understanding
Equine Colic

Colic is often classified 
into different types based 
on the cause, such as gas 
colic, impaction colic, or 
twisted intestines. Horses are 
especially prone to colic due to 
their unique digestive systems. 
Factors like abrupt dietary 
changes, sudden weather 
changes, lack of hydration, 
stress, or insufficient exercise 
can all contribute to the onset 
of colic.

Traditionally, colic treatment 
may involve pain relief 
medications, administering 
fluids, walking the horse to 
reduce discomfort, or even 
surgical intervention in 
severe cases. However, these 
methods, while effective, often 
only treat symptoms or work 
as reactive measures.
The Role of Light
therapy in Colic Care

Light therapy, a form of 
photobiomodulation, uses 
specific wavelengths of light to 
promote healing at the cellular 
level. In the case of colic, light 
therapy can play a key role 
in reducing inflammation, 
promoting relaxation, and 
aiding in digestive regulation—
all without harmful side 
effects.

 

Red and Green Light:
Why These Colors Matter

The use of red and green 
lights in light therapy for 
horses dealing with colic has 
shown promising effects. Each 
light frequency interacts with 
the body differently, and when 
combined, they can offer 
complementary benefits:

Red Light (660 nm): Red 
light penetrates deeply into 
the tissue and has strong 
anti-inflammatory properties. 
It stimulates cellular energy 
production (ATP), increases 
blood flow, and reduces 
muscle spasms. When applied 
along key areas associated 
with the gastrointestinal 
tract, red light can help 
alleviate the muscular 
tension and cramping that 
are characteristic of colic. 
Additionally, its effectiveness 
in boosting circulation helps 
to support the movement of 
fluids and gases through the 
intestines, helping relieve the 
painful bloating or impactions 
often experienced in colic 
episodes.

Green Light: Green light is 
primarily used for its calming 
effect. Horses can easily 
become stressed when 
experiencing abdominal 
pain, and that stress often 
exacerbates colic symptoms. 
The calming effect of green 
light can help reduce overall 
anxiety, which is crucial 
for allowing the horse’s 
parasympathetic (rest and 
digest) nervous system to 
function optimally. Green light 
also helps support gut motility, 
encouraging the gentle 
movement of the intestines 
and aiding in digestion.

Using Light Therapy to 
Manage Colic

Light therapy is best used 
as both a preventive measure 
and as an intervention during 
the early signs of colic. It’s 
important to be equipped 
with the right tools, such 
as Photonic Health devices 
that incorporate both red 
and green light settings. 
Depending on the type of colic 
(gas, impaction, spasmodic), 
the acupuncture points used 
will vary. Applying red and 
green light to these points 
can help alleviate colic 
symptoms by stimulating 
digestion, reducing muscle 
tension, minimizing pain, and 
promoting relaxation.

Regular use of red and 
green light therapy can 
also help prevent colic 
by maintaining digestive 
health and reducing stress. 
Illuminating key acupuncture 
and fascia release points 
serves to maintain overall 
health and balance that 
supports gut function, while 
green light can be used to 
encourage relaxation during 
stressful periods.
The Role of Serotonin
and How Light Therapy 
Enhances It

Serotonin plays a vital role 
in gut health as it regulates 
intestinal movements and 

influences mood, which 
affects the gastrointestinal 
tract. Light therapy, 
particularly red and green 
light, enhances serotonin 
production by stimulating 
specific points and improving 
blood flow, which helps 
regulate gut motility and 
promotes calm, reducing the 
chances of colic.
Why Light Therapy Works 
for Gut Issues and Colic

Studies show that red light 
therapy increases cellular 
energy production and 
reduces oxidative stress, while 
green light therapy calms the 
body, supporting gut motility 
and aiding in recovery.
Conclusion

Light therapy can 
effectively stop colic in 
most cases and minimize its 
severity in others. Photonic 
Health’s red and green light 
therapy devices provide a 
natural, non-invasive way 
to alleviate pain, reduce 
inflammation, and support 
recovery during colic 
episodes. When combined 
with veterinary care and 
proactive management, light 
therapy is a powerful tool for 
immediate relief and long-
term gut health support. 
Learn more and download a 
free colic chart at 
PhotonicHealth.com/colic.

Equine Colic:
Understanding it and Managing 
with Light Therapy
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Horsewear that FITS Your 
Horse, No Matter the Season!

Blankets, Sheets, Fly Sheets, Slickers, and everything in-between!

sstack.com/blanket-finder
sstack.com/flysheet-finder

Find Your Horse’s

Perfect Wardrobe  FREE SHIPPING
ON ORDERS 
OVER $100

SSTACK.COM 
800.365.1311

8255 E. Washington St.,
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
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Adapting Equine Management Solutions: 
Building Resiliency in a Changing Climate

Do seasonal transitions 
seem to either last very long 
or go by slowly? What about 
when it rains for days and 
then is dry for weeks? That’s 
right, seasonal weather 
extremes are more common 
today than they used to be. 
This can add to a long list 
of important management 
considerations for your horse. 
Insects such as flies and 
ticks that bother horses have 
begun to persist for longer 
because of these changes in 
weather.
Combatting Increased 
Tolerance

With warmer seasons 
lasting longer and cooler 
seasons shorter, insects have 
an opportunity to reproduce 

longer throughout the year. 
This provides an opportunity 
for exposure to fly repellants 
more often in a given year. 
Insects such as flies can 
develop a tolerance to 
chemical insecticides when 
exposed consistently. The 
longer flies have throughout 
the year to reproduce 
exacerbates this issue. 
Fortunately, Guaranteed 
Horse Products, LLC (GHP) 
offers Fly Bye! Plus, a 
naturally derived fly spray 
that utilizes nature’s power to 
combat flies on a biological 
level. Fly Bye! Plus operates 
differently than traditional 
chemical insecticides, and 
comfortably addresses 
the issue of tolerance after 
repeated use. 

Building a Resilient 
Management Approach

GHP has experienced 
the rollercoaster of weather 
extremes alongside their 
customers and have noticed 
a pattern over the years. 
Spearheaded by their fly 
spray, Fly Bye! Plus, GHP’s 
customers have been 
purchasing their products 
for fly control and grooming 
earlier in the spring and 
continuing later into the fall. 

Pests are not the only issue 
presented with seasonal 
changes that impacts horse 
management. Extended 
periods of wetness or the 
inability for the ground to 
freeze during winter can lead 
to increased opportunities 
for skin dermatitis issues. 

GHP has also seen their 
product, Muck Off! used to 
treat skin issues such as rain 
rot or scratches extended 
throughout the year.

Adapting management 
techniques to prioritize 
the comfort and increase 
performance of your horse 
will always come first. 
At GHP, we continue to 
innovate, and solve for 
the many management 
challenges faced throughout 
each year, so your horse can 
continue to feel their best.

To learn more about 
Guaranteed Horse 
Products and their entire 
product line, check out 
their website here: www.
guaranteedhorseproducts.
com
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This proof is submitted to give you the opportunity to check for any possible errors and to make any necessary 
corrections. Enso Media Group cannot be held responsible for errors appearing in the final printed piece 

which are not brought to our attention at this time. 
Please reply to this email asap and let us know if your ad that will be in the:

1. IS APPROVED AS IS! or            2. NOT APPROVED
Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed

Making Ohio Better,Making Ohio Better,
Four Hooves Four Hooves 
at a Time!at a Time!
Get involved and make a difference!Get involved and make a difference!

Whether you’re a seasoned rider or just 
starting to ride, prefer English or Western, 
or own a quarter horse, mule, or no horse, you 
are welcome in the Ohio Horseman’s Council.
We support everyone who shares a passion 
for horses, loves the great outdoors, and 
wants to improve equestrian opportunities in 
Ohio for all ages of riders, disciplines of riding, 
and breeds of equine.

Visit OHCONLINE.com to learn more about the Ohio Horseman’s Council.  Join us and make Ohio better.
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SCHEDULE A VISIT
VISIT THE MAIN CAMPUS AND THE EQUESTRIAN CENTER
lec.edu/visit 

START YOUR JOURNEY
3 WAYS TO APPLY

SCAN CODE
VISIT LEC.EDU
COMMON APP

TAKE THE 
WORLD
BY STORM
SCHOOL OF EQUINE STUDIES 
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391 W. WASHINGTON ST, PAINESVILLE, OH   |   LEC.EDU/SCHOOL-OF-STREAMS/

EQUINE
CONCENTRATIONS
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From 
Hospitals 
to Horses 
Maelée Leonard’s Journey

Photo by Seth Nickolas
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“Old soul” might be two 
words that first come to 
mind when you meet Maelée. 
She’s wildly adult in her 
mannerisms, how she speaks 
and how she comports 
herself. It’s only once you 
learn her history that the 
reason behind her mature 
manner becomes clear: 
Maelée spent many months 
of her childhood surrounded 
only by adults while in 
the pediatric cancer unit 
at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus.

An Uncommon Issue
Maelée’s mom, Macée, had 

a very normal pregnancy 
and birth, and the first 
three months of Maelée’s 
life were uneventful. Maelée 
was hitting milestones and 
was in every way a “normal” 
infant until just before her 
four-month checkup in 2015.

Truly overnight, Maelée 
became incredibly painful, 
crying inconsolably and 
in obvious distress–
significantly more painful 
than she would be with a 
“typical” gas colic, Macée 
recounts. Macée, a nurse, 
knew that something wasn’t 
right as Maelée was unable to 
move her bowels or urinate; 
she made a pediatrician 
appointment for Maelée the 
next morning.

“When I brought her in, 
they thought she might 
just be constipated,” she 
explained. “They thought 
if they could eliminate that 
issue, that they would get 

a clearer understanding 
of what–if anything–was 
going on with her as to why 
she couldn’t urinate. They 
thought that she simply 
couldn’t pee because she was 
so constipated.”

A few days later, with 
no resolution, Maelée was 
admitted to Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio, about an 
hour from the Leonards’ 
home. This time, the 
suspicion was a urinary 
discharge problem, but 
even with a battery of tests, 
nothing was found, and 
Maelée was discharged on 
a Friday. “But my mother 
spidey-sense was saying 
that something still was not 
right–she was still retaining 
urine,” Macée explained. “I 
went back to the pediatric 
unit and was like ‘hey, she’s 
still retaining urine–it’s not 
normal for there to be urine 
retention for no reason.’”

The pediatric team agreed, 
used a straight catheter to 
access Maelée’s bladder and 
removed 350 ccs of urine, a 
massive amount of urine for 
an adult, let alone a child. 
Maelée truly could have 
had a ruptured bladder if 
not for Macée’s diligence 
in ensuring her daughter 
received the care she needed.

The pediatric team ran the 
labs again and proceeded 
with a second admission for 
Maelée–the next in a long 
line of future hospital stays. 
Diagnosed with acute kidney 

failure, it was determined 
that Maelée was “third 
spacing,” meaning that 
instead of her urine being 
collected in her bladder and 
excreted to the outside of 
her body, it accumulated 
in her abdominal cavity. 
When the team ultrasounded 
her kidneys, they found a 
mass that encompassed her 
kidneys, ureter and bladder 
(called a KUB). “That totally 
changed the game,” said 
Macée. “Her blood pressure 
was so high, it was stroke-
level.”

To complicate matters, 
the mass was attached 
to Maelée’s tailbone and 
intertwined with her bowels–
and a part of her bowels 
was dead, adding to her 
excruciating pain. “We were 
told it happened in utero,” 
Macée explained, and that 
nothing could have been 
done to prevent it. “Maelée 
went into emergency surgery 
to take out the tumor; they 
also removed part of her 
tailbone and a large section 
of her bowels. A biopsy of the 
mass came back malignant.”

Though close to Ohio’s 
capital, the Leonard family 
was in between a bit of a 
rock and a hard place when 
it came to deciding who 
should care for their infant. 
The two children’s health 
powerhouses located close to 
the family’s home, St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
and Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus, were 
both unfamiliar with how 
to treat her cancer. In the 
end, the family opted to 
stay with Nationwide, who 
had diagnosed Maelée upon 
being readmitted.

“The plan was to do three 
rounds of chemo and then 
they thought she would be 
good,” Macée recounted. And 
she was, with a few follow-
up scans showing that she 
remained cancer-free. In 

January, however, just shy of 
her first birthday, Maelée’s 
routine scans showed that 
the cancer had returned–this 
time with masses in her 
pelvis.

To try to offer Maelée the 
best treatment possible, her 
oncology team collaborated 
with 68 pathologists around 
the country. Once a plan was 
in place, she was readmitted 
to the hospital and began 14 
rounds of chemotherapy over 
42 weeks, from January to 
mid-November 2016.

“She was just a baby and 
she had no immune system,” 
recounts Macée. “She got 
every secondary virus out 
there and needed both blood 
and platelet transfusions.”

Growing Up 
in the Hospital

With that long of a window 
for treatment–each of which 
required hospitalization– 
Maelée literally grew 
up in the hospital. “She 
learned to walk and talk 
in that hospital,” says 
Macée. “She hit every baby 
milestone inside the walls 
of Nationwide Children’s. 
Everyone admired her 
strength and resilience, 
but it was the only life she 
knew– pushing her stroller 
up and down the halls of the 
hospital.”

The family moved into the 
hospital on treatment weeks, 
rolling in with playmats, 
toys, and all the things to 
keep a boisterous young 
mind occupied.

“I reflect back often on her 
not having that psychosocial 
piece, where some of the 
bigger kids [in the hospital] 
knew what they were missing 
out on–she didn’t,” Macée 
recounts.

But all that time in the 
hospital worked, putting 
Maelée’s cancer in remission 
at the conclusion of her 

Continued on page 46

by Sarah E. Coleman

From the periphery, Maelée Leonard 
is an average, horse-crazy 10-year-
old; she loves to spend time at the 
barn and is hungry to learn about all 
things horses. But Maelée’s life has 
been anything but typical.
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42-round treatment. 
“She will be eight years 
cancer-free in November of 
2025,” said Macée. For the 
most part, Maelée has no 
lingering effects from either 
her treatments or her time 
in the hospital, though she 
does have some hearing 
loss from the antibiotics 
she received throughout 
treatment and chronic 
gastrointestinal issues.

Where the Horses 
Have Helped

One more uncommon side 
effect of Maelée’s treatments 

is insomnia. Her lack of 
ability to sleep well through 
the night can come out as 
hyperactivity. “She can have 
a difficult time focusing; 
she’s difficult to keep on 
task at school and during 
sports; she struggles with 
chore lists and tasks,” Macée 
explains.

But Macée discovered one 
place where Maelée doesn’t 
struggle to stay attentive: 
the barn. “When she’s at the 
farm, she’s just so different. 
She’s on task; she’s in her 
element, so full of joy. The 
horses have had this effect 
on her–the barn zens her out 

like nothing else I can offer 
her.”

Maelée wasn’t physically 
exposed to horses much 
as a child, but she and her 

grandfather would “talk 
horse” a lot; he had owned 
racehorses throughout his 
life and was still deeply 
passionate about the 
animals. These conversations 
nurtured Maelée’s love 
of horses, even though a 
physical horse wasn’t often 
in her orbit. Surprisingly, 
it wasn’t a family member 
who helped Maelée find the 
horses–it was Susan Ginise of 
Hope Farm Equine Services 
in Granville.

Susan’s smile comes 
through when she talks about 
Maelée; her affection for the 
Leonard family is apparent as 
she recounts her introduction 
to the family and the ways 
Maelée has changed since 
beginning to ride at the farm.

“I saw when Maelée was 
quite young that she and her 
family were going through a 
lot of stuff, particularly for a 
young family,” Susan says, “so 
I reached out to Macée and 
told her that if she and her 
family would ever want to go 
for a pony ride or look at the 

horses, they should pop over 
for a little visit.”

“I know the gift the horses 
have to offer and I consider 
it a gift to be able to offer it 

to others,” Susan explained. 
“There’s something special 
about being around a horse; 
they’re so empathetic and 
mirror our own emotions. 
We can learn a lot from 
their nonverbal skills; we 
as humans sometimes 
forget about appropriate 
communication and working 
with others in a cooperative 
way–but the horses always 
remind us.”

“It’s a gift to be able to do 
this for others,” she says of 
welcoming the young family 
into her farm. The initial 
visit led to more trips to the 
farm, then an interest from 
Maelée in taking lessons. 
Now, Maelée takes regularly 
scheduled lessons with 
Susan. “It’s been a lot of fun 
to watch her grow,” Susan 
said.

Hope Farm: More 
Than Just Riding 
Lessons

“People normally have a 
complicating issue when 
they come to me,” Susan 

"I love horses because they 
match my energy, I feel calm 
when I’m around them. As 
soon as I am riding Captain, 
my mind is peaceful and I 
don’t have to worry about 
anything else."

–Maelée Leonard

Continued from page 45

Photo by Seth Nickolas
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said. “I only work with 
people who have learning or 
physical diagnoses.” Susan 
herself is exceptionally 
equipped to help these 
people with her background 
in elementary education; 
she’s also wildly talented at 
getting people to learn in 
non-traditional ways. These 
clients need a personalized 
path with the horses, Susan 
said. “I can help people 
improve their quality of life 
and their skills.”

Susan’s lessons 
encompass both traditional 
horsemanship and 
therapeutic riding, which 
contributes positively 
to people’s cognitive, 
physical, emotional, and 
social well-being. Susan’s 
lessons promote strength, 
increase flexibility and help 
develop balance, improve 
coordination, improve 

breathing and circulation–
all while boosting self-
confidence and self-esteem.

“When Maelée started 
[riding with me], we had 
two sidewalkers to support 
her, and to support her 
balance and to remind her 
of what I was saying,” said 
Susan. “Now, she’s riding 
the pony independently. 
She can get on and walk and 
trot, and we’re learning to 
canter with confidence.”

Maelée is so much better 
with her balance and 
coordination, Susan says. 
“Her empathetic awareness 
and her intrapersonal social 
skills are above where I 
think I see other people 
her age,” Susan explained, 
agreeing with the idea that 
this is because she spent so 
many months surrounded 
only by adults.

Because she had to 

express herself so much 
in formal medical 
situations, Maelée excels 
at communication 
with adults–and with 
being empathetic. “She 
understands how people 
feel and she can see 
right versus wrong when 
people are being treated 
inappropriately,” Susan 
explains. “She’s an adult in 
a little body.”

Susan still incorporates 
coordination and motor 
skills into Maelée’s lessons. 
“We’re currently working 
on upper-body strength 
and core strength,” she 
explained. “When she 
first started, we worked on 
reaching across his neck 
stretching down to touch 
the knee to work on balance. 
Now she does more-complex 
moves to hone her strength 
even more.”

In the beginning, the 
lessons weren’t just about 
what could be accomplished 
by the body in the saddle. 
Drawing on her education 
background, Susan 
incorporated activities 
into each lesson as well, 
teaching riders how to 
match colors, solve math 
problems, throw dice, 
identify numbers and so 
much more. As Maelée 
progressed in her riding, 
though, the lessons became 
less about the learning side 
and more about finessing 
the riding side.

A Pony Named 
Captain

At the barn, Maelée rides 
Captain, a beautiful brown 
pony that other kids are 
not often permitted to ride 
because he’s “persnickety,” 
Macée explained. “But 

Continued on page 48
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Maelée has no problem 
regulating Captain–it’s like 
they balance each other out.”

Susan agrees: “That pony 
just thoroughly enjoys her. 
They’re ornery in the same 
way together! Not in a mean 
way … some days we just 
laugh and laugh.”

“I love horses because 
they match my energy,” says 
Maelée. “I feel calm when 
I’m around them. As soon 
as I am riding Captain, 
my mind is peaceful and I 
don’t have to worry about 
anything else.”

Maelée has even taken on 
more roles at Hope Farm 
Granville; she now feeds 
and cares for all the critters 
when she’s at the farm, 
including a donkey, sheep, 
pigs, and chickens.

“Maelée is like Dr. Dolittle 
with how animals respond 
to her presence,” said Macée. 

“It’s like they’re fighting 
for her attention.” This will 
serve her well when her 
vet-school ambitions come 
to fruition! “When I grow 
up, I want to be a vet with a 

large horse farm so that 
I can take care of tons of 
animals,” Maelée said.

Room to Grow
Maelée’s journey is a 

powerful testament to the 
healing that can happen 
outside a hospital room 
when surrounded by 
horses and the people who 
love them.

“The farm is my safe 
space because I can be 
myself and the animals 
can be themselves with 
their silly personalities, 
and we can all have a fun 
time,” said Maelée.

Susan’s grace and 
Macée’s dedication to 
non-traditional healing 
have allowed this young 
equestrian the space to 
simply be a kid, something 
she missed out on while 
growing up in a hospital. 
For now, Maelée enjoys 
spending time with her 
four-legged friends, 
growing, learning, and 
healing, one ride at a time.

Learn more about 
Susan Ginise’s Hope 
Granville Farm here: 
hopefarmgranville.com

Based in Lexington, KY, 
Sarah Coleman is the Executive 
Director of the Kentucky Horse 
Council. She deeply loves a 
chestnut OTTB whom she 
attempts to show in the hunters.

Continued from page 47

"When she's at 
the farm, she's 
just so different. 
She's on task; 
she's in her 
element, so full 
of joy.  The 
horses have had 
this effect on 
her– the barn 
zens her out like 
nothing else I 
can offer her."

–Macée Leonard

Photo by Seth Nickolas
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www.hopemeadowsoh.org • (216) 232-3656
Serving Cuyahoga, Lorain, Summit & Medina Counties

Hope and Healing for those 
who need it most...

MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING AND WELLNESS PROGRAMS
Equine Assisted Therapy programs facilitated by a mental health professional, occuring 

in a safe, peaceful environment through the interaction with horses and nature.

CONDITIONS TREATED

  • Depression & Anxiety

  • Trauma & PTSD

  • Grief/ Loss

  • Addiction & Substance Abuse

  • Eating Disorders

POPULATIONS SERVED 
  
  • First Responders

  • Health Care Workers

  • At-Risk Youth

  • Survivors of Human Trafficking

  • Veterans

  • Addiction Recovery

  • Parents, Families and Youth
Scan the QR code to get Involved:
  • Schedule a session
 • Join an upcoming group
  • Volunteer with us
  • Make a donation

Call today to learn about our 
wellness and life skills programs!
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Join or start an IEA team in your area. Membership opens May 2022. 
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The Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) is beginning its 21st season in 2022-2023 with more 
than 14,100 members on nearly 1,500 teams across the United States and the Bahamas.

Ohio is part of IEA Zone 5.  The map shows current teams (2021-22 season).  Membership for the 
2022-2023 season opens in May 2022 with competitions running August 2022 to June 2023 
(depending upon discipline).

Teams are made up of at least three riders in either middle school (grades 4-8) or upper school
(grades 9-12) and a coach.  Riders compete in divisions from Beginner Walk-Trot through Varsity Open.

Horses and tack are provided by the show host for each IEA competition and riders draw the horses they 
compete on the day of the show.  IEA offers competitions in HUNT SEAT (flat and over fences), WESTERN 
(Horsemanship, Reining and Ranch Riding) and DRESSAGE (Test and Dressage Seat Equitation). 

Riders compete in regular season shows in their local area.  Qualified riders and teams can also 
compete at Regional, Zone and National levels.  IEA provides an affordable way for riders to compete in 
equestrian sport and prepares them for draw-based collegiate riding opportunities.  IEA awards 
multiple scholarships at the Zone and National level each season and offers more than 800 horse 
shows annually across the United States.  Financial aid is also available to qualified families.   

Miami University Jr. Redhawks
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Oxford, OH
(937) 610-8117
Coach: Amanda Wasser  

& Dressage

& Dressage

Fiery Manners’ Equestrian Team
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Sunbury, OH 
(614) 371-3073
Coach:  Paige McCaslin

Colter Equestrian
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Plain City, OH
(330) 524-8525
Coach:  Carrie McCurrach
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Give your rider a leg up into equestrian sport.
Start with IEA.

Established in 2002, the Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) has student athletes 
in grades 4-12 who ride Dressage, Hunt Seat and Western in a draw-based (catch-ride) format.  

Nearly 15,000 of them on over 1,500 teams across the United States. IEA Teams and local barns 
provide loaned horses for each competition so that horse ownership is not a requirement 

for riders - making IEA an affordable option for parents. IEA offers more than $1.5M 
in senior cash scholarships each season and prepares students for collegiate riding. IEA Hunt Seat

 and Dressage National Finals will be held on April 23-26, 2026 at National Equestrian Center
 in Lake St. Louis, MO. IEA Western National Finals will be held on June 20-22, 2026 in Fort Worth, TX 

at the APHA World Show.  IEA offers approximately 900 horse shows each season.
Join a team in your area or start a new team as a coach with at least 3 riders.

  

Membership for the 2026-2027 25th Anniversary Season opens in June.
IEA horse shows run August - April each season.  Register your teams over the summer for a full show season.

rideIEA.org    
@rideIEA     
1-877-RIDE-IEAIT’S YOUR FUTURE. TAKE THE REINS.

©2026

IEA is a great way 
for existing youth 

riders to try a 
new discipline.

IEA offers multi-level classes in
Horsemanship

Reining
Ranch Riding

Hunt Seat Over Fences
Hunt Seat Equitation

and Dressage
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Join or start an IEA team in your area. Membership opens May 2022. 
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than 14,100 members on nearly 1,500 teams across the United States and the Bahamas.

Ohio is part of IEA Zone 5.  The map shows current teams (2021-22 season).  Membership for the 
2022-2023 season opens in May 2022 with competitions running August 2022 to June 2023 
(depending upon discipline).

Teams are made up of at least three riders in either middle school (grades 4-8) or upper school
(grades 9-12) and a coach.  Riders compete in divisions from Beginner Walk-Trot through Varsity Open.

Horses and tack are provided by the show host for each IEA competition and riders draw the horses they 
compete on the day of the show.  IEA offers competitions in HUNT SEAT (flat and over fences), WESTERN 
(Horsemanship, Reining and Ranch Riding) and DRESSAGE (Test and Dressage Seat Equitation). 

Riders compete in regular season shows in their local area.  Qualified riders and teams can also 
compete at Regional, Zone and National levels.  IEA provides an affordable way for riders to compete in 
equestrian sport and prepares them for draw-based collegiate riding opportunities.  IEA awards 
multiple scholarships at the Zone and National level each season and offers more than 800 horse 
shows annually across the United States.  Financial aid is also available to qualified families.   

Miami University Jr. Redhawks
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Oxford, OH
(937) 610-8117
Coach: Amanda Wasser  

& Dressage

& Dressage

Fiery Manners’ Equestrian Team
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Sunbury, OH 
(614) 371-3073
Coach:  Paige McCaslin

Colter Equestrian
Discipline: Hunt Seat
Plain City, OH
(330) 524-8525
Coach:  Carrie McCurrach
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2022 Photo by Lauren Lane.
IEA Quarter Horse Congress 
Western Show - Columbus, OH

Have a question about 
joining IEA?

Contact Membership
Coordinator:
Jennifer Eaton
jenn@rideiea.org
1-877-RIDE-IEA 
ext. 203
or visit RideIEA.org

Follow us on all 
social media @RideIEA

Ohio area Admin:
Gretchen Dye
gretchen@rideiea.org

IEA has lots of Teams in Ohio. Gather some riders and start a new team for our 25th Anniversary Season in 2026-2027.

Ron Schwane Photography

Ruehle Photographix 2024

What does it take to start an IEA Team?
•   A Coach (21 and older).
•   At least 3 riders in either middle school (grades 4-8) or upper school (grades 9-12) in the same discipline.
•   Access to horses and a facility to practice along with insurance coverage.

What does an IEA horse show look like?
•   Teams are responsible for bringing horses (owned or borrowed) to each IEA show.  
•   Tack is provided for each rider.
•   Riders compete in divisions from Beginner Walk-Trot through Varsity Open.
•   Riders compete in 5 shows per season (6 for Western) in a maximum of 2 classes each show.  
•   IEA shows are held in a variety of facilities including outdoor arenas, private barns, and large show complexes.
•   Riders draw the horses they compete on the day of the show with little to no warm-up (depending on discipline).
•   Riders accumulate points for post-season qualification in Regional, Zone, and National competitions.

What does it cost to ride on an IEA Team?
•   Membership in the IEA is $70 for riders, coaches and Adult Members and $200 per middle/upper school team.
•   IEA Class fees are $55-$70 per class (in 2025).  A rider showing in two classes would pay $110-$140 per show.
•   Each coach is responsible for setting their own fees for lessons, coaching and other team requirements. 
•   Riders and parents are responsible for purchasing show clothing.

How do I find a team to join?
•   The IEA website, www.RideIEA.org, has maps of current teams under each discipline.  Look for FIND A TEAM.
•   IEA suggests prospective riders and parents reach out to several coaches in your area to inquire about their team requirements.
•   Once you have settled on a team, visit www.RideIEA.org to fill out the online membership application on the JOIN page.

When is the best time of year to join an IEA Team?
•   IEA membership for the new season opens in June each year.  Teams and Riders may join anytime 
      during the season, but the ideal time to join is between JUNE and AUGUST so that teams are ready 
      to start showing when the season opens.
•   The vast majority of regular season IEA shows happen between August and December.  
•   Post season shows can begin as early as January and run through April (or June for Western). 

What are some benefits to being an IEA member?
•   Over $1.5M in cash and collegiate scholarships awarded each season.
•   Financial aid assistance to participate in IEA  for those riders who apply 
     and demonstrate financial need.
•   Local and National level youth leadership opportunities and recognition.
•   Additional income opportunities for coaches and horse providers.

Who provides the horses at IEA shows?
•   Shows are conducted by a host team with up to 3 co-hosting teams.  
•   The primary show-host is responsible for gathering all the horses 
     needed based on the amount of pre-determined entries.  
•   Each participating team is asked to help provide horses, if the primary 
      show-host does not have enough at their own disposal.  
•   A specific set of rules determines how many times a horse may be ridden in a class
     per show day to avoid excessive use.
•   Horses may also be provided by local barn owners, colleges, private owners, etc.
•   IEA members may offer their own horses for use at IEA shows, which could be an
      advantage should they randomly draw them. 
•   Horses wear name-tags and are warmed up by non-competitors in the morning 
     for everyone to witness prior to the draw. 



Farrier’s Magic:
A Tradition of Results 
and Relationships
by Andrea Gillespie

At Farrier’s Magic, we believe 
that great business isn’t built on 
transactions, it’s built on trust. For 
over 85 years, Farrier’s Magic has 
had the honor of standing alongside 
the horse owners, farriers, feed 
store clerks, barn managers, and 
veterinarians who breathe life into 
the equine world. From those early 
days to today, our mission has 
remained simple: provide effective, 
affordable equine supplements that 
don’t just promise results—they 
deliver them.

Our product family PLUS Hoof 
Supplement, Flex-N-Action Joint 
Supplement, Magic Mineral, Proven 
Pro:Formance Feed, and Graze-ON 
Pasture Fertilizer reflects our 
promise to support your horse’s 
well-being. Horse owners notice the 
difference: stronger strides, healthier 
hooves, easier movement, enhanced 
mane and coat, lush pastures. More 
importantly, they trust us to care 
for the animals they love like family. 
Trust isn’t given, it’s earned, and we 
are proud to earn it every day in the 
life of your horse.

What sets Farrier’s Magic apart 
isn’t just our product, it’s the people 
behind it. We are a family-owned 
and operated small business, 
which means every scoop, every 
shipment, and every customer 
interaction carries our name and our 
values. We’re not chasing trends or 
shortcuts. We’re here for the long 
haul, showing up day after day with 
consistency, care, and a listening ear.

Our team knows that your horse 
isn’t just a number on a chart. 
They’re your partner on the trail, 
your quiet morning in the pasture, 
your therapy in the barn, your child’s 
first lesson pony, or your once-in-a-
lifetime show companion. That’s why 
we believe real relationships matter, 
and we want ours with you to feel 

just as personal and enduring.
When we say “family business,” 

we mean it in the most inclusive 
sense. Because our customers; 
those of you who’ve been with us for 
decades and those just discovering 
us, are part of our story too. Your 
stories fuel ours. Whether it’s the 
farrier who swears by our PLUS 
Hoof Supplement after 10-hour days 
under horses, or the barn manager 
who emails us photos of healthy 
hooves after a long recovery, you are 
the heart of Farrier’s Magic.

We also know that in today’s 
world, budgets matter. Horses are 
as beautiful as they are expensive, 
and we’ve worked hard to keep 
our products a cost-effective 
alternative that doesn’t cut corners. 
Our ingredients are top quality, our 
formulas are backed by experience, 
and our pricing reflects our desire to 
keep horses healthy without putting 
a strain on your budget.

Through it all, we remain humbled 
by the loyalty we’ve been shown. 
Over time, we’ve seen trends come 
and go, but relationships–real, 
honest, human relationships—never 
go out of style. It’s why we answer 
the phone when you call. It’s why we 
ship quickly. It’s why we read every 
email and celebrate your stories like 
they’re our own.

If you’re new to Farrier’s Magic, 
welcome to the family. If you’ve been 
with us through the years, thank you 
for your trust. We are here because 
of your belief in what we do—and we 
intend to keep earning that belief, 
one bag, one scoop, one story at a 
time.

Results and Relationship – 
That’s the Magic

From our pasture to yours,
The Farrier’s Magic Family
For more information: 
farriersmagic.com
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DISPLAY AD PROOF
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This proof is submitted to give you the opportunity to check for any possible errors and to make any necessary 
corrections. Enso Media Group cannot be held responsible for errors appearing in the final printed piece 

which are not brought to our attention at this time. 

Please reply to this email asap and let us know if your 2026 ad that will be in the:
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Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed
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1. IS APPROVED AS IS! or            2. NOT APPROVED
Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed
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ERIKA@ENSOMEDIAGROUP.COM  •  440-668-2812

This proof is submitted to give you the opportunity to check for any possible errors and to make any necessary 
corrections. Enso Media Group cannot be held responsible for errors appearing in the final printed piece 

which are not brought to our attention at this time. 
Please reply to this email asap and let us know if your ad that will be in the:

1. IS APPROVED AS IS! or            2. NOT APPROVED
Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed

"2026 AD PROOF" For:
KB's Sheath Cleaning
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by Sarah Welk Baynum

W hen husband-and-
wife team Tommy 
and Mandy Sancic 

first founded Olde Wood 
Limited, they had just $25, 
a borrowed chainsaw, and a 
vision to give old barns new 
life.

After more than two 
decades in business, it has 
blossomed into one of the 
nation’s largest custom 
mills—without sacrificing 
the personal, small-business 
touch they started with.

Based in Magnolia, Ohio, 
Olde Wood blends time-
honored milling traditions 

with modern innovation. 
Their team transforms 
reclaimed barn wood and 
new domestic hardwoods 
into custom designs that 
carry history and character 
into homes and businesses 
nationwide.

Generational 
Reclaimed Barn-Wood 
Roots

Tommy Sancic’s father 
made his living dismantling 
old barns—a legacy that 
inspired the dream that 
would later grow into Olde 
Wood. “When I was just 16 
years old, I had this vision of 
starting a reclaimed wood 

business as a company,” says 
Tommy Sancic.

 “In 1997, when we first 
started dating, Tommy told 
me this is what he wanted 
to do — to build something 
of our own,” says Mandy 
Sancic. “We had $25 and a 
chainsaw we borrowed from 
my dad. Back then, there 
was no crowdfunding, no 
bank willing even to give us 
a meeting, let alone a loan. 
Everything we’ve built has 
come from the ground up, 
constantly reinvesting to keep 
it growing.” 

The Sancics’ journey began 
humbly, taking apart a few 

old barns and selling the 
wood piece by piece. 

“We later went 
from dismantling to 
manufacturing, but it took 
years to get there,” Tommy 
explains. “It started with 
disassembling old barns and 
selling the parts, and then 
eventually hiring people—the 
business went that way for six 
or seven years. Around 2000, 
I bought my first piece of 
equipment. I began shifting 
Olde Wood into producing 
finished products, along 
with adding paneling and 
other custom woodwork. 
By 2001, we had moved into 

Olde Wood: Where Heritage 
Meets Craftsmanship

Photo by ENSO Media Group
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full manufacturing, and it’s 
grown steadily from there.”

Although Olde Wood built 
its business on reclaimed 
barn wood, the process has 
always carried an emotional 
weight for the Sancics. Each 
dismantled structure held 
echoes of the lives once lived 
there.

“Going back to the 
beginning, when we 
first started taking down 
barns, there were two 
things I noticed and still 
recall,” Mandy explains. “I 
remember seeing a basketball 
lying on the floor and a horse 
halter with a lead rope in 
one barn. Every time I walk 
into an old barn, it breaks 
my heart a little, even though 
we are just the ones called 
in to remove it. But we know 
they’re coming down one 
way or another. The good 
part is knowing that wood 
gets a second life. From those 
barns, we’ve created mantels, 
staircases, countertops, and 
even dance floors. Something 
beautiful is reborn from 
those memories.”

A New Era of Wood 
Craftsmanship

Olde Wood has transformed 
dramatically over the past 
two decades—what started 
with dismantling old barns 
has grown into a full-scale 
manufacturing company 
with national reach. 

“We went from old 
structures to what Olde Wood 
is now—a manufacturer of 
old and new wood,” says 
Tommy. “The start of it was 
reclaimed wood and barns, 
and there’s a passion for 
that that will never go away 
because it’s embedded in our 
DNA. But today, about 60% of 
what we do is new domestic 
hardwoods.”

Today, Olde Wood operates 
as a true custom mill shop, 
producing both solid and 

engineered flooring, as well 
as a variety of other custom 
finishes. “Over the last 20 
years, this journey has taken 
us from a small shop to a 
national company known for 
custom wood products—and 
that’s the core of who we are 
now,” Tommy adds.

When the recession hit in 
the late 2000s, Olde Wood 
faced a crossroads. Their 
original model focused on 
selling through flooring 
stores, with hundreds of 
dealers across the country. But 
as the market shifted, so did 
their strategy. 

“Around 2008, we were 
selling almost exclusively 
through flooring stores 
with hundreds of dealers in 
different states,” says Tommy. 
“When that business model 
slowed down, we pivoted 
to explore the commercial 
market.”

At that time, social media 
was just emerging, and Olde 
Wood leaned into it, using it 
strategically.

“Long before most 
companies in our industry 
even considered it, social 
media helped us connect 
directly with our customers,” 

says Tommy. “In turn, it drove 
demand back to builders, 
architects, and designers. 
Instead of relying only on 
traditional dealer networks, 
we broke the mold by building 
awareness with the consumer 
first. It was free marketing 
in a sense—word of mouth, 
neighbors, friends, and 
families. That shift allowed us 
to grow through the downturn 
and come out stronger, 
reaching both high-end 
residential and commercial 
markets. It’s been a big part 
of building the successful 

Continued on page 56

Founders, Mandy 
and Tommy Sancic

Photo by ENSO Media Group
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business we have today.”

True to their Roots
Even as Olde Wood has 

expanded into a national 
name, the Sancics remain 
committed to the values 
they started with—family, 
community, and staying true 
to their roots.

“Just because we’ve grown 
doesn’t mean we’ve lost sight 
of who we are or what we’re 
about,” says Tommy. “We’ve 
always tried to keep that 
family element at the heart 
of the business, no matter 
how big we get. Our kids work 
here, along with family and 

friends who’ve been with us 
since the very beginning—
even some from our high 
school days. Additionally, we 
remain deeply involved in the 
community through outreach 
and local projects. Yes, we 
might be a larger company 
now, but we’ve worked hard 
to keep that small-business 
feel by being present and 
connected—that’s something 
we’ll never let go of.”

Unlike many owners of 
larger companies who step 
back into strictly managerial 
roles, Tommy remains 
hands-on—both in day-to-

day operations and in the 
woodshop itself, working side 
by side with his employees.

“I’m a worker just like 
everybody else—I’m not a 
desk guy. I’ve always believed 
in being out there alongside 
the team, and that hasn’t 
changed. The people who 
work here are more than 
employees—they’re family. 
I’ve built the buildings, set up 
the equipment, and helped 
create the infrastructure that 
keeps us growing. At the end 
of the day, it doesn’t matter 
what you can sell if you can’t 
produce it. That’s why I stay 

involved in every part of the 
process.”

Today, Olde Wood has 
been part of a long list of 
unique, memorable, and 
even celebrity projects.“We 
feel incredibly fortunate 
to be involved in so many 
meaningful projects across 
the country,” says Mandy. 
“We’re proud to say Olde 
Wood products are even 
featured in many of the 
newer, iconic restaurants 
and bars on Broadway in 
Nashville. Most of them are 
installed through third-party 
contractors or are private-

Continued from page 55
Photo by ENSO Media Group
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labeled by dealers.”

A Country Star’s 
Modern Farmhouse: 
The Chase Rice 
Project

One standout collaboration 
was with country music star 
Chase Rice, who partnered 
with designer Jenny Reimold 
to renovate his Nashville home 
into a modern farmhouse 
retreat. 

“Chase Rice’s home was such 
a cool COVID project for us. 
It was fun walking through 
his house and chatting with 
him. But one of the best parts 
of that collaboration was 
realizing he’s just so down-
to-earth—celebrities are just 
like everyone else. Chase has 
the most beautiful home, 
and honestly, I remember 
thinking, ‘I could just sit 
on this porch forever—it’s 
breathtaking.’”

For the project, Rice chose 
butcher block countertops 
from Olde Wood, crafted from 
vintage 1920s railroad car 
flooring that once ran between 
New York City and Chicago. 
The reclaimed wood carried 
nearly a century of history, 
bringing a story-rich focal 
point to the kitchen while 
honoring Olde Wood’s mission 
of preserving heritage through 
design.

The choice of reclaimed 
railroad wood wasn’t just 
about aesthetics—it was 
about a connection to the 
past. Each countertop 
told a story of American 
history and craftsmanship, 
adding authenticity to Rice’s 
farmhouse vision while tying 
into Olde Wood’s specialty of 
homes designed with both 
beauty and meaning.

Alongside countertops for 
home designs like Rice’s, Olde 
Wood specializes in barn 
beams, wide plank flooring, 
custom wooden vents, and 
paneling, making them a go-to 
partner for homeowners and 
designers seeking both beauty 

and legacy in their interiors. 
As Rice’s project shows, their 
products don’t just build 
homes—they create stories 
rooted in history, character, 
and community.

Craft Brewery Charm 
in the Heart of the 
Midwest

In 2021, Olde Wood Limited 
helped bring a fresh identity 
to the local Five Brewing 
Company in Perrysburg, Ohio, 
which officially opened its 
doors that same year. The Olde 
Wood team transformed the 
exterior with their signature 
Grey Board siding, known for 
its naturally faded tones from 
soft to deep grey, accented 
with weathered nail holes and 
organic knots that reflect the 
passage of time.

The result was a facade that 
immediately set the brewery 
apart—blending contemporary 
design with rustic authenticity. 
Olde Wood’s role in Five 
Brewing Company highlights 
how their products transform 
buildings into experiences, 
infusing them with warmth 
and a living connection to the 
past.

The Mustang 
Collection

Olde Wood’s Mustang 
Collection isn’t just flooring—
it’s an homage to the spirit of 
the mustang, an American 
icon that symbolizes freedom, 
strength, and pioneer 
perseverance. Drawing on 
the rugged imagination of the 
frontier, this exclusive wide-
plank hardwood line captures 

the essence of both barn-born 
craftsmanship and elegance.

“It really ties back to our 
family’s love of horses. We’ve 
found that so many of our 
customers are equestrians, 
and we’re able to cater to them 
in different ways. On one 
side, we have those who love 
the rustic, western look that 
reclaimed wood offers. But just 
as often, we see equestrians 
drawn to our newer lines—
bright, airy, and upscale 
designs that bring a completely 
different feel. It’s always 
interesting to see how horse 
people connect with both.”

For equestrian home or 
facility design, projects 
that feature the Mustang 
Collection become more than 
an aesthetic statement. Each 
board carries that raw, lived-in 
character—such as wild grain, 
worn textures, and stories 
embedded in every knot and 
saw mark. Each style in the 
collection, such as the Stallion 
Plank or the more refined Filly 
Plank, offers unique textures 
that echo the beauty of the 
equine companion.

Horses at the Heart of 
the Sancic Family

Like the reclaimed barn 
wood of their business roots, 
horses are woven into daily 
life and even into Olde Wood’s 
recent story. 

“My first word was ‘horse’, 
but I joke that my poor husband 
didn’t know what he was 
getting into—when we met, 
horses weren’t part of my life 
at the time. Now, they’re such 
a huge part of our lives. We 

have ten horses, including 
two Chincoteague ponies we 
adopted from a rescue. We 
show with our grandkids in the 
mountain trail division—it’s an 
obstacle-course type discipline, 
and we really enjoy it. I even 
won the adult Level One class 
for the 2025 year, which was 
exciting since I’d never shown 
in it before,” says Mandy.

“My daughter is also breeding 
show cows, and that’s become 
a family adventure for all of us. 
She’s doing it right here on the 
farm—and because the farm 
and the business are all on the 
same property, it really all ties 
together.”

The Sancics even brought a 
horse named Moose into their 
showroom recently—and he 
lives up to his name.

“Bringing a horse into the 
showroom was so exciting. The 
equestrian community has 
always supported us, and we 
love giving back by supporting 
equestrian programs, junior 
fairs, and other initiatives,” says 
Mandy.

You can learn more about Olde 
Wood at www.oldewoodltd.com 

Sarah Welk Baynum is a 
professional freelance writer 
and published equestrian fiction 
author based in Columbus, Ohio. A 
seasoned professional in the horse 
industry, she earned her BS in Equine 
Business & Facility Management 
from Otterbein University. When 
she isn’t working on her next novel 
or writing for clients, Sarah enjoys 
riding and competing in show 
jumping and eventing with her two 
mares, Tilly and Letty.

“It really ties back to our family’s love of 
horses. We’ve found that so many of our 
customers are equestrians, and we’re able 
to cater to them in different ways."
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THE HORSE INDUSTRY HAS A VOICE.
MAKE SURE YOURS IS PART OF IT.

Join the American
Horse Council,
where policy meets
horsepower, and the
future is shaped by
those who show up.

The equine industry doesn’t move forward on its own—people like you drive it. The American
Horse Council brings together owners, associations, nonprofits, and industry partners for one
mission: to advocate for the health and welfare of the horse, while using data-driven solutions
to shape federal policy that protects our $177 billion industry.

Your membership or sponsorship is an investment in action. From economic impact studies,
welfare initiatives, and a mind for social license to operate, to federal legislation and
nationwide collaboration, your support ensures horses (and the people who care for them)
have a powerful, informed voice in Washington and beyond.

You get access. You get visibility. You get influence.
And the industry gets stronger—because you chose to be a part of the solution.

Become a member or sponsor today. Shape the industry forever.

H O R S E C O U N C I L . O R G
1775 Tysons Blvd  -  5  Floor, Suite 4110  - McLean, VA, 22102th

202-296-4031 // info@horsecouncil.org
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TAKE A 
THOROUGHBRED 
 BEYOND RACING 

DISCOVER THE ATHLETICISM AND TRAINABILITY OF THE THOROUGHBRED 
THROUGH THE LARGEST AND MOST LUCRATIVE RETRAINING COMPETITION  
IN NORTH AMERICA.

Apply to the 2026 Thoroughbred Makeover 

Visit theRRP.org/apply for detailsAPPLICATIONS OPEN JAN 5TH   
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LIMBER MAXLIMBER MAX
byby
Arbor Arbor 

Fit Fit 

Kellie & GooseKellie & Goose

Limber Max has quickly become an indispensable part

of Whispery Pines Percherons and our horse care

routine. We use it regularly before and after

workouts/training/driving and rides, and the results

have been outstanding. It effectively soothes sore

muscles, eases stiffness, and promotes faster recovery —

all without leaving any residue or irritation.

We appreciate the thoughtful formulation and high-

quality ingredients that clearly reflect a deep

understanding of equine needs. The light, pleasant scent

is an added bonus, making it pleasant to use.

We began using Limber Max on our one-horse Goose

who exhibited tension and discomfort in his TMJ, poll,

and neck regions. The liniment has provided major

relief, reducing muscle tightness and improving his

overall comfort. What a difference in his performance

now during our training sessions! Goose visibly relaxes

during application of Limber Max — it’s clear he

associates it with relief and comfort! We are truly

astonished in the transformation of Goose and are

grateful for Limber Max for helping us to get our horse

back to himself! Limber Max is now a staple in our barn,

and we never go on the road without it!

Since incorporating Limber Max into my routine, I’ve

noticed a marked improvement in all nine of my

Percheron Geldings comfort, healing and overall

performance. We highly recommend this liniment to

any owner or trainer seeking a reliable, professional-

grade product that truly delivers on its promises.

Sam and Kellie Rettinger 

Arbor Fit 
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had a broken leg a year ago, and she again does
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quality sale horses� race horses
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Made in the USAMade in the USA
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Kawell’s Dragon Blood 
product comes from the 
sap of the Croton Lechleri 
tree in South America. Deep 
in the Amazon rainforest, 
in damp places at high 
altitudes, is where it thrives. 
The locals have long called 
it “Sangre de Dragón,” or in 
English, “Dragon’s Blood”.  
Before the conquistadors, 
the indigenous cultures 
had already harnessed 
the healing properties of 
it in particular the sap or 
resin.  For centuries these 
communities have used 
this resin topically to treat 
wounds, cuts, and skin 
infections as well as a remedy 
for gastrointestinal issues like 
ulcers, diarrhea, and stomach 
discomfort. Research into 
the resin discovered several 
compounds like taspine, 
a natural alkaloid that 
promotes the reduction of 
inflammation.

With Dragon’s Blood 
shielding a wound from 
the environment, it also 
helps with the reduction 
of the swelling attributed 
to the taspine. Taspine 
also aids in tissue repair. 
Some studies find that the 
resin enhances collagen 
formation that is critical in 
the healing of wounds with 
the added benefit of reducing 
inflammation and scarring, 
while also aiding in cell 
renewal. This, in turn, reduces 
swelling by using the body’s 
collagen to close wounds 
quicker.

 Dragon’s Blood, Croton 
Lechleri resin, is one of the 
more remarkable plants, 
with centuries of use by 
ancestral tribes in the heart 
of the American continent. 

Kawell, taking on the long 
traditional approach for the 
company, decided to use it 
for our horses and pets alike, 
bringing a natural approach 
to everyday issues. While 
avoiding chemicals, we 
developed two products–our 
“Dragon Blood Spray” and 
our “Red Repel”. The first 
one being in a liquid form 
cleans the wounds of any 
debris in the area while at 
the same time promoting the 
healing process. Just apply it 
and, after five minutes, do a 
second application, repeating 
as many times as needed, 
however, no less than two 
times a day for optimal 
results. Our second one, 
“Red Repel,” has the same 
properties as our first product 
but in a thicker consistency. 
It can be used safely on 
wounds or, in summertime, 
as a natural fly repellant, from 
its natural citronella smell, by 
having a high concentration 

of Dragon Blood resin and 
zinc. Zinc will help with 
the drying of the area on 
summer sores, promoting 
the killing of the larva. Being 
100% natural, it is completely 
safe for horses of all ages of 
horses, including pregnant, 
or medicated even. A small 
amount will go a long way, 
and is so gentle it can be 
used around the face to 
avoid the use of a fly mask. 
Applying the sap creates a 
shield in essence a liquid 
bandage on the skin, which 
blocks dirt and bacteria. 
Chemical-based wound 
treatments can sometimes 
do more harm than good, 
with many containing 
alcohol or petroleum 
derivatives that sting upon 
application or cause skin 
to become dry. Kawell’s 
Dragon Blood natural wound 
spray products avoid these 
downsides by leveraging 
bioactive compounds found 

in Croton Lechleri that have 
been used medicinally for 
centuries.

Our commitment to the 
care of animals in a safe and 
conscientious way came from 
our belief in treating our pets 
with the utmost care. And we 
offer a special thanks to all 
the people associated with 
this amazing creation.

Kawell is in close 
collaboration with the 
University of Santiago de 
Chile and will be bringing to 
the market a revolutionary 
new product that promotes 
the reduction of melanoma 
in its earlier stages. It will be 
available over the counter 
and is 100% natural.

IN KAWELL WE BELIEVE 
IN THE FUTURE WHERE 
NATURE AND SCIENCE 
COME TOGETHER TO 
PROTECT THE LIVES OF 
THAT WE LOVE MOST.  

For more information: 
kawellusa.com

The Natural Power of Dragon’s Blood: 
Kawell’s Traditional Remedy for Modern Equine Care
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DISPLAY AD PROOF
ERIKA@ENSOMEDIAGROUP.COM  •  440-668-2812

This proof is submitted to give you the opportunity to check for any possible errors and to make any necessary 
corrections. Enso Media Group cannot be held responsible for errors appearing in the final printed piece 

which are not brought to our attention at this time. 

Please reply to this email asap and let us know if your 2026 ad that will be in the:

1. IS APPROVED AS IS!      or            2. NOT APPROVED
Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed

TT Distributors

7150 W. Highway 40 Ocala, FL 34482    •    ttdistributors.com 

352.854.0528
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www.TerraNovaEquestrian.com
31625 Clay Gully Rd. Myakka City, FL 34251

INFO@TERRANOVAEQUESTRIAN.COM | 941-557-8014

Discover Florida’s premier equestrian destination. 

THE ULTIMATE COMPETITION EXPERIENCE FOR DRESSAGE, HUNTER-JUMPER, DRIVING & THREE-DAY EVENTING.

Untitled-4   1Untitled-4   1 1/2/2026   2:58:46 PM1/2/2026   2:58:46 PM
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by L.A. Berry

A buse. Cruelty. Neglect. 
These are heavy words 
to throw in our horse 

world.
These words have taken on 

greater weight in the public 
consciousness recently, as 
figures we expect to uphold 
the highest standards–
Olympic dressage and show 
jumping riders among them–
not only failed to meet those 
expectations, but violated the 
sacred compact of trust and 
safety owed to the animals 

who depend on us.
Social media is also rife with 

images of  supposedly“dead”or 
“frozen” horses, posted by 
a well-intentioned public 
unfamiliar with just how 
much joy a horse can take lying 
perfectly still–soaking up the 
sun or collecting snowflakes 
on a fuzzy back in the middle 
of a blizzard–prompting 
owners to pause mid-chore to 
reassure concerned onlookers, 
where comic relief and mild 
inconvenience inevitably 
collide.

In today’s “see something, 
say something” world, how 
do we know when we are 
speaking up for the best 
interests of those who cannot 
speak for themselves? How do 
we discern, as one dressage 
trainer asks, the smoke from 
the mirror?

Ohio and Abuse
“Cruelty to animals is illegal 

in Ohio, “ legal editor E.A. 
Gjelten wrote in Animal Cruelty 
Laws in Ohio, updated August 
13, 2025, for Lawyers.com by 

criminal law attorney Rebecca 
Pirius of Mitchell Hamline 
School of Law. Goddard’s Law 
(passed in 2016 in memory of 
WJW-TV meteorologist Dick 
Goddard) makes it a felony– 
even if a first offense and 
classifies such a violation as a 
violent offense–if an animal 
suffers serious physical harm, 
punishable by up to a year in 
prison and a $2,500 fine.

What defines abuse and/or 
neglect?

Meet Ohio Revised Code 
959.13 (Cruelty to animals) 

Speaking Up for 
Ohio’s Silent

University of Pennsylvania Libraries 1869 illustration of draft horses at an English manor in Surrey at the time of Richard II.

Photo courtesy of HappyTrailsFarm.orgA sweet older gelding since been adopted from Happy Trails and “adored” by his family.
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and 959.131 (Prohibitions 
concerning companion 
animals).

Effective since 1977, Section 
959.13 says “No person shall: 
torture an animal, deprive 
one of necessary sustenance, 
unnecessarily or cruelly beat, 
mutilate, or kill, or impound 
or confine an animal without 
supplying it with a sufficient 
quantity of good, wholesome 
food and water; impound or 
confine an animal without 
affording access to shelter 
from wind, rain, snow, or 
excessive direct sunlight if it 
can reasonably be expected 
that the animal would 
otherwise become sick or 
in some way suffer. Shelter 
means a manmade enclosure, 
windbreak, sunshade, or one 
developed from the earth’s 
contour, tree development, or 
vegetation. Carry or convey 
an animal in a cruel or 
inhumane manner; or keep 
animals other than cattle, 
poultry or fowl, swine, sheep, 
or goats in an enclosure 
without wholesome exercise 
or change of air.”

Additionally, Ohio Revised 
Code 1717.01 provides a 
general definition of cruelty, 
torment, and/or torture as 
“any action or inaction that 
causes unnecessary pain 
or suffering when there 
is reasonable option for 
preventing it.”

“If you see or hear an 
animal that appears to 
be abused, mistreated, or 
neglected, contact your local 
animal control agency, law 
enforcement, or humane 
society. Ohio gives its humane 
societies special authority. 
Their members, officers, 
or agents may use force 
to prevent or stop animal 
cruelty from happening in 
their presence. They may 
also require law enforcement 
officers to take possession of 
an animal that is a victim of 

cruelty. Humane agents may 
arrest and prosecute someone 
for animal cruelty. The Ohio 
SPCA takes animal cruelty 
reports and assists local law 
enforcement and humane 
societies with investigation 
and rescues,” Gjelten said, 
further citing Ohio Rev. 
Codes 1717.06, 1717.08, 1717.09 
(2025).

A Season of Outrage
Around the same time last 

summer as the Gjelten article 
was being updated, FOX8 
News was asking if Ohio 
outrage over animal abuse 
was on the rise.

Sharon Harvey, President 
and CEO of the Cleveland 
Animal Protective League, 
told reporter Laura Morrison, 
“I think we’ve seen some 
societal shifts. Largely, what 
we’re seeing is a massive 
awakening. These crimes 
matter. These lives matter. 
And many are aware.”

Harvey said more attention 
to more media reports, 
especially to cases of abuse 
where individuals are 
charged, suggests people are 
”becoming more outraged, 
which is good.”

More broadly, at the June 
mid-year Board meeting 
of the U.S. Equestrian 
Federation, equine welfare 
was also top of mind. In 
addition to the nefarious 
dressage training abuses that 
have plagued the USEF image 
for much of the past year, 
video footage of Phantom 
of the Opera falling twice 
during the cross-country 
phase of April’s Kentucky 
Three-Day Event set social 
media ablaze, sparking 
public outrage and leading to 
changes that went into effect 
July 1 to two General Rules.

The GR122 Falls rule added 
language stating, “In the 
Hunter, Jumper, Hunter 
Jumper Seat Equitation 

Continued on page 72

Outreach is important. Happy Trails Farm equine and 
human ambassadors at Equine Affaire Ohio in April.

Volunteers make for happy horses at Happy Trails Farm 
Animal Sanctuary.

Photos courtesy of HappyTrailsFarm.org
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disciplines, a horse is 
considered to have fallen 
when any part of the horse’s 
body, except for the hooves, 
touches the ground or an 
obstacle and the ground, even 
if the horse stands back up 
afterward.”

The GR849.8 Collapse 
Rule was modified to state 
that any horse or pony 
that collapses at a Hunter, 
Jumper, or Hunter/Jumper 
competition is barred from 
competing for a minimum of 
seven (7) days afterward, is 
not permitted on the grounds 
of a Federation-licensed 
competition during that time, 
and may compete again only 
if a licensed veterinarian 
files a form attesting that the 
horse has been examined and 
is fit to return.

Swift responses–and 
equally swift rule changes–
are possible in the best 
interest of horses, albeit 
never swiftly enough.

The Horses, 
the Horrors

Last August, 18 horses–
some with horrific ailments 
and kept in metal shipping 
containers–were seized from 
Muddy Water Equestrian in 
Springfield Township after 
certified Cincinnati Animal 
CARE agents responded 
to multiple documented 
complaints requesting a look 
into an equestrian facility 
where they found “nearly two 
dozen horses in distress.”

The sole provider of animal 
services for Hamilton County, 
Cincinnati Animal CARE 
said, “These animals arrived 
in heartbreaking conditions–
severely underweight 
and starved not just for 
nutrition but for safety and 
compassion.”

After receiving reports 
from local equine 
veterinarians who were 

asked to evaluate the horses, 
CARE made the decision to 
seize them on August 12 and 
put them in foster care with 
trusted equine professionals. 
(Note: Donations are welcome 
at cincinnatianimalcare.
org to support their care and 
legal defense as Clarence 
Clemens with Muddy Water 
Equestrian has filed a motion 
to dismiss and wants the 
horses returned. That court 
date, at time of press, was 
September 17.)

In Ravenna, Happy Trails 
Farm Animal Sanctuary takes 
in injured and neglected 
farm animals, as well as 
owner-relinquished and 
shelter-transfer animals, 
and describes a rescue 
in Ashtabula where a 
dilapidated and seemingly 
empty barn imprisoned five 
horses and nine sheep.

“Held captive in the dank 
barn for over two years 
without the light of day, they 
watched through barred 
windows as others lived 
their lives. Residents and 
law enforcement wrote this 
property off as abandoned 
until one day, one whinny 
at the right time alerted a 
community member to the 
existence of life within its 
walls,” said Lissy Kuhn, 
director of development for 
Happy Trails Farm.

“Happy Trails cannot 
investigate as a first response 
to instances of cruelty 
brought to our attention. 
First, notify your local law 
enforcement or humane 
agency. Becoming informed 
about the signs of abuse and 
the steps to reporting cruelty 
is key.”

Recognizing and 
Reporting Abuse

Reporting abuse starts 
with reporting to the agency 
in the city/county where the 
address resides, and the more 
complete and detailed the 

information you can provide, 
the better. That includes:
•	 Name and complete 

address of the person/
persons suspected to be 
involved.

•	 Document the day/time/
name of the person you 
make your report to.

•	 Describe the horses/
animals affected as 
completely as possible.
That’s where it can get 

tricky. Overgrown hooves, 
skeletal body frames, or 
dangerous living conditions 
run an unfortunate risk 
of being interpreted… 
subjectively.

So HTFAS, referencing ORC 
959.13, provides a Signs of 
Animal Abuse guideline:
1.	 Poor body condition/

noticeable trauma. May 
include severe matting 
and a filthy coat, open 
sores or obvious wounds, 

flea or tick infestation, 
congested eyes or ears, 
limping or inability 
to walk, and being 
underweight with bones 
clearly visible. Obvious 
physical distress and in 
need of veterinary care.

2.	 Lack of food or water. 
No obvious sources on 
numerous visits. Signs 
of aggression or lethargy 
may be due to starvation 
and thirst.

3.	 Lack of shelter. The 
animal is contained in 
an area fully exposed 
to inclement weather or 
constant sun without 
relief (see Ohio law).

4.	 Lack of sanitation. Feces 
and/or debris covering 
the animal’s living area.

5.	 Abandonment. If you 
notice a neighbor has 
moved or has stopped 
visiting a residence where 

Continued from page 71

Photo courtesy of HappyTrailsFarm.org
Happy Trails’ ASPCA Right Horse adoption partner, West 
Virginia Horse Network, Inc., helps match Edie to her new 
career as horse mom.
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you know animals live, 
be observant. Animals 
whine to express anxiety 
when left alone but 
howling, barking, or 

calling out for several 
hours is sending a 
signal that should be 
investigated if possible.

6.	 Tied or caged. An animal 

has little room to move, 
unable to stand or turn.

7.	 Chained or padlocked. 
This may translate 
to a chain around or 

embedded into an 
animal’s neck and 
includes regular collars.

8.	 Fight training. Includes 
training implements, 
syringes, gaffs, and 
steroids.

9.	 Abnormal animal 
behavior. An animal 
may be very aggressive or 
severely shy, even with, or 
especially with, its owner.

10.	 Overpopulation. A sign 
of animal hoarding 
is when the property 
inside and out contains 
multiple animals in small 
spaces with filthy living 
conditions.

Smoke & Mirrors
“I witnessed firsthand 

the neglect and suffering 
endured by animals at Muddy 
Waters Ranch. I was just 
a child and even then my 
mother and I saw they had 
inadequate living conditions. 
We did what we could to help 
but were naïve and unable 
to make a change. We were 
ignored. We had to draw 
the line when there was an 
outbreak of strangles, with 
no treatment, and horses 
passing,” says Kaiya Letzler, 
who started a Change.org 
petition to prevent the return 
of the surviving herd to their 
original owner.

“This situation highlights 
a broader issue that affects 
not only Muddy Waters Ranch 
but potentially other similar 
facilities across the county,” 
she says. “The idea of ‘basic 
shelter, food, and water’ is not 
enough.”

An X factor in addressing 
abuse rests with us.

“When it comes to horse 
welfare, much as we all would 
love to think that ‘we’ would 
do something when we see 
a horse in need, that’s easier 
said than done,” says trainer 
and mental fitness coach 
Karen Rohlf of Dressage 

Photo courtesy of L.A. Berry

It’s not always easy to speak up about what looks like abuse, especially at a large venue, 
if no one else does.

Continued on page 74



74   EQUESTRIAN DIRECTORY  2026  Ohio Edition

Naturally in Ocala, Florida.
“There is a classic 

experiment where people were 
put in a room and as smoke 
started coming in through a 
vent, they were observed to see 
how long it would take them to 
take action,” she recounted in 
a February 4, 2024, blog, Smoke 
& Mirrors & Horse Welfare.

“When people were alone 
their instincts kicked in 
sooner, but in a room with 
others (actors instructed not 
to react), subjects would see no 
one else acting on it and would 
also not act, or wait much 
longer before acting. The more 
people in the room, the longer 
it took to get a reaction to the 
smoke.”

“This is referred to as 
‘diffusion of responsibility’ 
and I think it can explain a lot 
of what happens in the horse 
world. Students or observers 
become ‘trained’ in a way to 
ignore and tolerate abuse, even 
though I am sure it doesn’t 
feel right to them when they 
first see it. They know in 
their hearts even if they have 
trained their brain that it is 
‘normal.’”

“Knowing about the 
‘diffusion of responsibility’ 
dynamic, allows us to have 
compassion for ourselves and 
others if we don’t act and, if 
we remember this dynamic 
in the moment, we have a 
chance to overcome it in the 
moment, too.”

“The ability to take positive 
action,” Rohlf encourages, 
“can also be ‘contagious.’ 
Sometimes it just takes one 
person to cause others to be 
their best selves.”

L.A. Berry is a New York-
based, award-winning content 
creator who rocks and rides 
amid some of the most historic 
racetracks and oldest fossilized 
forests in the world. Share story 
suggestions to latheequinista@
gmail.com

Tools of Assessment
The Five Domains model developed in the 1990s acknowledges how external factors 

impact equine mental well-being, based on the 1979 UK Farm Animal Welfare Council’s 
Five Freedoms model denoting nutrition, physical environment, health, behavioral 
interactions, and mental state (affect). It differs from Five Freedoms in recognizing 
an animal’s right to express natural behavior and to claim agency within its own 
environment to the benefit of its mental wellbeing.

Ohio State University Extension and Ohio 4-H use the Henneke Body Condition Scoring 
(BCS) System, a numerical scale from 1 (emaciated) to 9 (extremely obese) to assess fat 
and muscle cover and nutritional well-being, with 4-6 considered ideal for most horses. 
Ohioline.osu.edu offers Evaluating Body Composition in Horses, a free downloadable PDF of a 
BCS chart.

Is That What You Think It Is?
Snow and horses: It’s more okay than you think. Fuzzy winter coats are great 

insulation (in fact a layer of snow lightly atop means that insulating layer is working) 
and so long as food/forage and water are provided, their digestive process is an internal 
furnace. Equine circulation evolved to protect legs from heat loss, too. But wet and windy 
conditions can soak and chill.

Horses lying down: Yes, they do that. Yes, they’re prey animals and can sleep standing 
up, thanks to an interconnection of tendons and ligaments that act as a “stay apparatus” 
if they need their fight or flight mode. But a happy horse is a relaxed horse and a relaxed 
horse likes to lie down to sleep, and perchance, to dream.

Hooves: Ancient aristocracy saw long nails as above manual labor, but long hooves are 
cruelly debilitating, causing lameness, tendon damage, hoof cracks, and infections. In 
layman’s terms, a hoof should be a smooth, rounded shape and the toe of the hoof should 
be no more than one- or two-thirds the length of the heel.

Continued from page 73

A  happy horse is a relaxed horse and a 
relaxed horse likes to lie down to sleep, 
and perchance, to dream.
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by Mary Hartman, 
CEO and Founder of 
StableFeed

Are you weary of horse 
feeds and supplements 
that over-promise and 
underperform? StableFeed 
is a pioneer in the equine 
industry, offering an 
integrated approach 
to equine health with 
microbiome testing, all-
natural functional food 
supplements, and minimally 
processed feeds that support 
vibrant health in your horse.

StableFeed has been 
collaborating with 
microbiologists and labs 
involved with the testing of 
equine microbiomes long 
before it became popular. 
We recently partnered with 
AnimalBiome Labs, leaders 
in the U.S. microbiome space, 
to ensure your test results 
are timely and accurate. Our 
knowledge and experience 
with the equine gut enables 
us to identify and correct 
imbalances in the equine 
microbiome to help you 
create, restore and maintain 
wellness at any age and any 
stage in your horse’s life.

Our patented chia 
supplements effectively 
target a variety of problems 
in today’s horses. Originally 
developed in my kitchen 
for my own horse, these 
meticulously crafted 
supplements quickly 
gained attention for their 
effectiveness in tackling 
common equine health 
issues. Our most popular 
product, the Boosted 
Spirulina Chia, is renowned 
for its immune support and 
stands out as the only feed-
through product that can 
resolve sarcoids.

StableFeed has become 
synonymous with Sainfoin, 
or “holy hay”. This nutrient-
dense forage provides 
benefits beyond other 
forages but it fell by the 
wayside with the advent of 
cash cropping. StableFeed 
is bringing it back with a 
dedicated Sainfoin product 
line. Sainfoin has a multitude 
of benefits. It is a highly 
palatable, high quality 
protein, a natural parasite 
inhibitor, low in starch and 
sugar but high in fiber, non-
gas producing, and anti-

inflammatory. It is for sale in 
40lb bags of 100% Sainfoin 
forage pellets.

If you want a wholesome 
substitute for today’s ultra-
processed horse feed, 
this is it. StableFeed’s 
Seasons Biome Blend is 
an innovative Sainfoin-
based supplement with a 
rotating roster of seasonal 
plants that complement 
the nutrient dense base 
feed. With 70%-76% 
bioavailable nutrition, 
this product blows away 
the competition. With 
100% more bioavailable 
nutrition than any other 
feed on the market, this 
product provides your 
horse with everything they 
need to thrive, including 
the minerals necessary to 
create healthy hooves.

The development of 
our products is guided by 
peer-reviewed studies, 
insights and advice 
from nutritionists and 
veterinarians, and feedback 
from the clients who matter 
most; the horses. We do not 
use chemical processing 
or palatability enhancers 
in any of our products. Our 
top priorities are health, 
safety, and effectiveness. 
As part of our safety check 
we cross reference all 
product inclusions against 
the U.S.E.F. and F.E.I. lists 
of disallowed plants and 
ingredients to make sure 
we meet their strict safety 
requirements.

To learn more about 
StableFeed products, check 
out our website: www.
StableFeed.com

Where Nutrition 
Meets Health

“StableFeed has become synonymous 
with Sainfoin, or ‘holy hay’.”
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701 E. Linden Street, Richland PA 17087
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By Barb DiPalma
For equestrians, footing 

isn’t just what’s at the surface 
level, it’s the foundation 
of performance, safety, 
and long-term soundness. 
Whether preparing for 
competition or schooling at 
home, a horse’s every stride 
depends on the quality of the 
arena surface. At the center 
of this equation lies one 
essential ingredient: the right 
type of sand. Paired with 
GGT Footing® high quality 
fiber and geotextile products, 
the right footing blend can 
transform any arena into 
a surface that riders and 
horses can rely on!
The Role of The Right Sand

While it may seem like a 
simple component, the type 
of sand used in an arena 
makes a world of difference. 
The proper sand, with its sub-
angular and durable particles, 
provides the structure 
necessary for a stable, 
shock-absorbing footing. 
Unlike rounded sands that 
shift and roll, sub-angular 
silica grains mesh properly, 
and work seamlessly with 
textile fibers. The result is 
a surface that minimizes 
dust, reduces concussion on 
horses’ legs, and maintains 
consistency through every 
stride. Choosing quality sand 

is the first step in building a 
footing system that enhances 
both equine performance 
and safety. It ensures the 
surface remains stable and 
drainable in all conditions—
whether absorbing the 
impact of a jumper’s landing 
or supporting the precision of 
a dressage movement.
Footing for Every Discipline

GGT Footing® has become 
a trusted name worldwide by 
offering blends that meet the 
unique demands of different 
disciplines. Competition 
Blends provide extra stability 
for collected work while 
offering cushion for extended 
gaits. The surface allows 
horses to push off with ease, 
giving riders the confidence 
needed for precision 
movements. Jumper blends 
are engineered for balance, 
grip and cushion, reducing the 
risk of slips while supporting 
explosive power on takeoff 
and landing. Custom blends 
ensure that each arena 
matches the client’s climate, 
sand type, and performance 
goals. Whether the arena 
is used for multi-discipline 
training or specialized 
competition, we can make the 
perfect fiber and geotextile 
blend for you. By tailoring 
blends to discipline specific 
needs, GGT Footing® helps 

riders get the very best from 
their horses.
Beyond the Surface: Mats 
and Arena Conditioners

Of course, great footing 
doesn’t stop with fibers and 
sand. We also offer arena 
matting systems and arena 
conditioners to complete the 
system. Arena mats act as a 
stable base layer, preventing 
footing from migrating and 
helping to protect the base 
aggregates. Not only do they 
extend the life of the surface, 
but they also enhance shock 
absorption—protecting 
horses’ joints and reducing 
maintenance demands. GGT 
Footing Arena Conditioners 
make daily upkeep simple. 
With options for leveling, 
loosening, and compacting 
footing, these tools ensure 
that the surface stays 
consistent. Models are 
available with features such 
as track clearers, aggressive 
teeth, and a variety of roller 
options, giving facility 
owners professional level 
maintenance at their 
fingertips.
Quality That’s Affordable

One of our biggest 
advantages is that we 
combine premium quality 
with affordability. Compared 
to many other systems, we 
deliver long-term value by 

minimizing dust, reducing 
water use, and requiring less 
frequent sand and footing 
replacement. Facility owners 
often find that the initial 
investment pays for itself by 
protecting both horses and 
riders while saving money 
over time.
Details That Matter

An arena isn’t just another 
piece of equipment; it’s 
where riders train, compete, 
and build lasting partnerships 
with their horses. Every 
detail—from the proper base 
construction, through the 
sand beneath the surface, 
to the conditioners that 
maintain it—shapes the 
quality of that experience. 
With GGT Footing®, 
those details are carefully 
considered, offering 
equestrians footing that 
performs, protects, and lasts. 
Whether constructing a 
new arena or upgrading an 
existing one, we will provide 
expertise, products, and value 
to bring the project to life. 
Because when the footing is 
right, everything else falls into 
place.

For consultations and 
quotes call Barb DiPalma, 
USA Retail Sales Manager, at 
864-804-8664 or email 
barb.dipalma@polysols.com

Building Better Arenas: 
Why the Right Sand and GGT Footing® 

Make All the Difference
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by Paige Cerulli

I n horse racing, single 
moments change 
everything. A horse leaves 

the gate late, a jockey makes a 
move a hair too early, and the 
effects are widespread. When 
jockey Frankie Lovato Jr. was 
in his second year of racing, 
a horse flipped over, fell on 
him, and broke Lovato’s leg, 
setting forth a chain of events 
that would change not only 
Lovato’s life, but the lives of 
countless other riders.

Lovato, who was 18 at 
the time, underwent two 
surgeries to heal his broken 

femur, but his knee wouldn’t 
bend after the second surgery. 
He asked his doctor how long 
it would be until he could ride 
again and was devastated 
when the doctor explained 
that he might never regain the 
mobility needed to be a jockey.

“That moment just broke 
me in two,” says Lovato, of 
Norwalk, Ohio. Realizing 
he had to take action, 
Lovato drew pictures of the 
mechanical horse that he 
felt would help him regain 
his riding position. Then he 
created it with the help of a 
friend.

That mechanical horse 
would change lives in the 
racing industry and beyond.

Racing Dreams
That wasn’t the first time 

that Lovato had dreamed 
of having a mechanical 
horse. Lovato grew up in 
the suburbs of Cherry Hill, 
New Jersey, so the only time 
he had access to horses was 
when his father, also a jockey, 
let him tag along when he 
went to work at the track.

Lovato wanted to be a 
jockey when he was four years 
old, and he would saddle up 
the couch with one of his 

father’s old racing saddles to 
practice. The family’s home 
was in a newer housing 
development, so Lovato 
started building wooden 
horses to ride out of piles of 
scrap wood.

At age 14, Lovato’s parents 
let him leave home and work 
on a farm in Ocala, Florida. “I 
did anything I could to create 
an opportunity to ride,” he 
says. The farm specialized in 
breaking babies and legging 
up horses coming off layoffs, 
and the horses were learning 
to be saddled and ridden. 
“You don’t get to practice 

The Equicizer: How a Wooden Horse is 
Changing Equestrian Lives Worldwide

Frankie Lovato in 1989 at his home in Long Island NY. Making horses out of a single car garage. 
Photo courtesy of Sandy Lovato
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jockey stuff on those horses, 
and it’s completely different,” 
he explains.

Instead, Lovato practiced 
his racing techniques on 
bales of hay or on a couple of 
buckets and a board, placing 
the saddle on top to mimic 
the feeling of being on a 
horse. He started his racing 
career at age 16 and quickly 
experienced success, riding 
an average of 30 to 40 races 
a week. In 1980, Lovato won 
over 350 races; at age 17, he 
was the leading apprentice 
jockey in North America, 
earning the title of the 1980 
Eclipse Award-winning 
Apprentice Jockey, the highest 
achievement award that 
horse racing offers.

Lovato no longer needed a 
wooden horse to practice on; 
he had the real thing.

Developing the First 
Equicizer

After that life-changing 
racing accident in 1982 left 
him with a broken leg, Lovato 
found himself in need of a 
wooden horse again. “I was 
doing therapy, and they had 
me doing different exercises,” 
he explains. “But there was 
nothing in that therapy room 
that looked like a horse. There 
was nothing that would help 
me get back into my racing 
position again.”

Realizing that he had to 
take matters into his own 
hands, Lovato designed 
the first wooden horse that 
would eventually become 
the Equicizer. The Equicizer 
is a horse made of wood and 
springs that simulates the 
motion of a real horse. It’s 
large enough for adults to 
ride on, and its neck and head 
move up and down, powered 
by the rider, as the body 
moves back and forth.

Lovato was still on crutches 
when the first Equicizer 
was completed, but the 
mechanical horse did exactly 

what he’d hoped it would: 
It helped Lovato get fit and 
regain motion in his knee. 
When he visited the doctor 
for a follow-up appointment 
and X-rays, the doctor was 
shocked by his progress and 
asked what he’d been doing to 
recover. Lovato had improved 
so much that the doctor gave 
him approval to get back on 
real horses. “I hit the barn 
the next morning and was on 
horses immediately,” Lovato 
says.

He’d been riding the 
Equicizer for months, 
working out and 
rehabilitating, and the fitness 
he’d achieved made the 
transition back onto race-fit 
Thoroughbred seamless. 
Typically, when a jockey 
comes off a lengthy injury 
like Lovato’s, it could take 
them three weeks to get 
ready to do what he was able 
to accomplish on his first 
day back in the saddle, he 
explains. “Usually a jockey 
would start off by getting on 
one easy, safe horse a day 
and build up to doing more 
with time,” Lovato explains. 
“Because I had my wooden 
horse, it changed the game 
for me, and others could not 
believe it.”

His tremendous comeback 

caught other jockeys’ 
attention, too. “When other 
jockeys saw how I made my 
comeback so successfully, 
they wanted to see it and 
try it,” Lovato says of the 
Equicizer. Laffit Pincay and 
Angel Cordero, two of the 
world’s top jockeys, as well 
as five other Hall of Fame 
jockeys, asked Lovato to make 
them their own Equicizers, 
though Lovato had no plans 
of starting a business at that 
time.

Developing the 
Equicizer Business

Lovato started to make 
Equicizers to fulfill the 
numerous requests in the 
1980s, creating them when 
he found the time. Those 
first Equicizers were for close 
friends and other jockeys, but 
Lovato quickly discovered 
that the Equicizer could 
transform many more lives.

A trainer’s wife volunteered 
at a therapeutic riding 
program on Long Island, New 
York. One of the program’s 
students was a young boy 
with cerebral palsy; the 
boy wanted to ride but was 
afraid of horses and used a 
wheelchair. The program 
asked if Lovato could bring 
out an Equicizer for the boy to 
use to see how he would react 

and if he could overcome his 
fear.

The boy saw the Equicizer 
and thought it looked like 
fun. Once he was mounted, 
staff started moving the 
Equicizer for him and his 
muscles started to relax. 
“He was smiling the whole 
time,” says Lovato, “and the 
next thing you know, he’s 
sitting on it almost like he 
doesn’t have cerebral palsy at 
all. Everybody was in tears.” 
The Equicizer gave the boy a 
chance to understand what 
riding would feel like, his fear 
went away, and he was able to 
get on a real horse next.

Having seen how the 
Equicizer could help 
therapeutic riding programs 
and students, Lovato attended 
a conference for the North 
American Riding for the 
Handicapped, now PATH 
International. “People just 
fell in love with the Equicizer 
and started placing orders,” 
he says.

Lovato was still working 
as a jockey, and for nearly a 
decade, he rode races and 
built Equicizers in his spare 
time. He didn’t do much 
marketing, since orders 
came to him through word of 
mouth. He and his late wife, 
Sandy, formally founded 
the business, Wooden Horse 
Corporation, in New York, 
in 1990. Lovato worked out 
of the single-car garage of 
his Valley Stream, New York 
home, building 400 horses in 
10 years.

Ultimately, Lovato took 
five years off from the 
Equicizer business to focus 
on riding for trainer Steve 
Asmussen. During that 
time, the movie Seabiscuit 
began production. Jockey 
Chris McCarron, who was 
a technical advisor, racing 
designer, and actor in the 
movie, called Lovato asking 
to order seven Equicizers for 

Photo by Lauren Heathcote Amberman
Frankie aboard Bemissed at the Black Eyed Susan Stakes 
at Pimlico, May 20, 1983. 

Continued on page 84
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the movie. Though Lovato 
wasn’t making them at the 
time, he did manage to build 
two in between meets, and 
casting directors borrowed 
enough from nearby tracks to 
produce the movie.

“All of those close-
up scenes? They’re on 
Equicizers,” Lovato says. The 
special effects team made 
hoods that fit over the heads 
of the Equicizers playing 
Seabiscuit and War Admiral. 
“Tobey Maguire had an 
Equicizer in his home that 
he trained on every single 
day, learning to develop 
jockey skills and for weight 
management,” says Lovato. “I 
was very proud to be a part of 
all that.”

In 2004, Lovato decided 
it was time to retire from 
his accomplished racing 
career. He pursued the 
Equicizer business full-
time in fall of 2004. In 
2006, he and his family 
relocated from New York to 
Ohio, returning to Sandy’s 
hometown of Norwalk. They 
purchased a house with a 
1,200-square-foot workshop 
in the backyard, and Lovato 
has run his business out of 
that workshop ever since. 
He still hand-carves and 
hand-paints every Equicizer 
head produced, and is largely 
responsible for each horse’s 
construction.

How the Equicizer 
Transforms Lives

While athletes in other 
sports have ways to practice 
and train outside of the 
sports arena, jockeys lack 
that ability. The Equicizer 
changes the game, giving 
jockeys a way to work on 
their seat, fitness, hands, 
and skills without having to 
be on the back of a horse. In 
addition to jockeys who buy 
the Equicizer for themselves, 
numerous tracks have them 

for jockeys to train and warm 
up on. Equicizers are found 
at Gulfstream Park, Churchill 
Downs, Pimlico Race Course, 
Belmont Park, Saratoga Race 
Course, and more.

The Equicizer has also 
moved beyond racetracks 
and is changing the lives 
of equestrians worldwide. 
Lovato has shipped 
Equicizers to just shy of 35 
countries, including to a 
therapy clinic in Bulgaria 
and jockey schools in Mexico, 

Japan, and Hong Kong.
Trainer Solange Ellis of 

Hinckley, Ohio, purchased 
her first Equicizer for her 
Stable Riding program in 2022 
after trying out a student’s 
Equicizer. She has five 
Equicizers in her program 
today.

The Equicizers are central 
to the rider intensives and 
her Rider Lab, which was 
developed based on the work 
she’s done to prepare riders 
for the Mongol Derby. “I knew 
I was having these riders 
travel in and spend two to 
three days training with me, 
and thought the Equicizer 
would be really great for 
that,” says Ellis.

Ellis estimates she teaches 
about half of her weekly 
lessons in the Rider Lab, and 
she uses the Equicizers to 
teach mounting, aides, deep 
seat, light seat, and other 
skills. All of the students who 
are new to her program start 
on the Equicizer.

Equicizers have also 
been instrumental to Ellis’ 
program when she travels 
to events, like the Equine 
Affaire. “How else would I 
demonstrate how my system 
works?” she says. “When 
I take the Equicizers to an 
event, I have them so riders 
can feel and see themselves 
in the position difference 
between stability and 
instability in real time.”

Photos courtesy of Frankie Lovato

Continued from page 83

There are many steps to creating an Equicizer.
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Equicizers also get 
everyone’s attention at the 
event. “My booth says, you 
can come in and ride this 
[Equicizer],” explains Ellis. 
“It’s a great hook.” She won 
the Best Booth Award in 2024 
with the Equicizers at the 
Ohio Equine Affaire, and 
Lovato was even able to visit 
and see her booth.

“My life’s mission is to 
stabilize riders everywhere 
I go, and I’m incredibly 
thankful to Frankie for 
inventing this incredible tool 
because my Equicizers allow 
me to teach riders in a way 
that was simply not possible 
on live horses,” Ellis says. “I 
can teach in the middle of a 
tack shop, in the middle of a 
trade show, and in physical 
environments where I 
couldn’t teach before. It lets 
me connect with the rider and 
guide the rider in connecting 
their own body in a way I 
couldn’t previously.”

Esther Nofziger, an 
Occupational Therapist, 
Hippotherapy Clinical 
Specialist, and Adaptive 

Riding Senior Instructor 
in Germany, has been a 
consultant to Adaptive 
Riding Centers worldwide 
and has worked with them to 
incorporate the Equicizer into 
the settings. She also built 
an Assessment for Adaptive 
Riders, which incorporates 
the Equicizer.

“The Equicizer offers a 
safe and fun way to learn 
new skills and to include 
riders who are not able to 
participate astride a real horse 
due to a medical diagnosis or 
weight,” explains Nofziger. 
She notes that it’s easier for 

staff to physically support the 
rider, helping them to learn 
the movement before they 
mount up on a real horse. 
“Additionally, using the 
Equicizer really helps to keep 
the horses safe and happy,” 
she notes.

Nofziger’s Adaptive 
Riding Assessment helps 
occupational and physical 
therapists to assess the rider’s 
abilities and challenges 
in regards to Adaptive 
Riding. It concludes in 
recommendations for setup, 
choice of horses, tack choices, 
mounting techniques, warm-
up, lesson content, and cool-
down.

Seeing the difference that 
the Equicizer made in the 
lives of customers inspired 
Sandy; in 2009, she founded 
her own therapeutic riding 
program in Norwalk called 
the Stampede of Dreams 
Therapeutic Riding Program. 
“The program was thriving 
and it became her own 
legacy,” explains Lovato. The 
PAT -International-Certified 
program provided equine 
assisted horseback lessons 
to children and adults with 
special needs for 10 years.

The Measure of a 
Moment

Since that one moment 
changed Lovato’s life, he’s 
made nearly 1,900 Equicizers. 
It’s impossible to estimate 
how many lives he’s changed 
as a result, from the jockeys 

using Equicizers for training 
to the countless students who 
have learned on Equicizers in 
traditional and therapeutic 
riding programs. Some of his 
customers have disabilities 
or are recovering from an 
accident or illness, and the 
Equicizer is instrumental 
in that process. Others buy 
an Equicizer to use in their 
homes to stay fit or improve 
their riding skills when they 
don’t have access to a real 
horse.

The wooden horse that 
helped Lovato through 
his challenging recovery 
after a fall helped carry 
him through another life-
changing period when 
Sandy, his wife and partner 
for 32 years, tragically died 
of an automobile accident 
in 2014. “That was the most 
challenging time in my 
life for me and my family,” 
Lovato says. “What kept 
me going, waking up every 
morning without her, was my 
customers who had placed 
their orders and who were 
patiently waiting. It was their 
excitement in investing in 
something I created.”

Lovato explains that he felt 
obligated to fulfill the orders 
that customers had placed, 
and that sense of obligation 
got him out of bed in the 
morning. “I honestly think 
the Equicizer saved me, and 
this is where I wake up every 
morning, grateful for my 
customers and this business 
we created,” he says. “I give 
them my very best and will 
never take that for granted.”

Paige Cerulli is a full-time 
freelance writer specializing in 
equestrian topics. Her work has 
appeared in Equus Magazine, 
Northeast Equestrian Life, The 
Plaid Horse, and more. Paige 
shares her life with four horses and 
four cats, and she enjoys pursuing 
equestrian photography in her 
spare time.

Photo courtesy of Frankie Lovato

"The Equicizer changes 
the game, giving jockeys 
a way to work on their seat, 
fitness, hands, and skills 
without having to be on 
the back of a horse."

The Equicizer
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By Ray Duval Photography
When you come out for an equine 

session with me, I want you to know 
something right away: We are not on 
the clock. Your time with your horse 
is not something that should ever feel 
rushed or boxed into a schedule. What 
I am looking to capture is not a set of 
poses or perfect angles; it’s your story.

That story begins long before the 
camera ever comes out. At our pre-
consult meeting, I take the time to 
listen, to hear what makes your story 
unique, what moments have shaped 
the bond between you and your horse, 
and what that connection truly means 
to you. Every relationship has its own 
heartbeat, and understanding yours 
helps me see what words never could.

Every horse-and-human bond carries 
its own rhythm, a quiet pulse that 
cannot be forced. Sometimes it takes a 
little while for the energy to settle and 
for both of you to breathe and simply 
be. That is exactly how it should be. 
When the world slows down a bit, that 
is when the truth starts to surface — 

the trust, the grace, the love that has 
been there all along.

That is where I shoot from, the heart. 
My camera is not just focused on what 
is in front of me; it’s tuned into the 
emotion that lives between you and 
your horse. That bond runs deep, and 
I have seen firsthand how powerful it 
can be.

I watched my own daughter rise from 
a wheelchair and take her first steps 
again, guided, carried, and healed in 
so many ways by her horse. Watching 
that connection gave me a perspective 
that changed everything. It showed me 
that the bond between a person and 
their horse is not just a partnership; it is 
faith, resilience, and the quiet miracle of 

love made visible.
When I photograph you and your 

horse, I see more than a moment. I 
see a legacy, one that deserves to be 
preserved and honored in museum-
quality artwork that we will design 
together at your reveal session.

My goal is to memorialize that bond–
the trust, the journey, and the love that 
made you whole–in a way that can be 
touched, felt, and remembered long 
after the day has passed.

Time cannot dictate when a story 
like that is ready to unfold. It happens 
in its own time, softly, honestly, and 
beautifully.

For more information, visit: 
rayduvalphotography.com

Tell Your 
Beautiful 
Story
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For more information,visit our website at
kentuckythreedayevent.com or call (859) 254-8123.

THE BEST WEEKEND ALL YEAR!

KENTUCKY HORSE PARK, LEXINGTON
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Back on Track: 
Technology for Better Rides 

Great rides start long 
before you enter the arena. 
When you and your horse 
can move freely and recover 
easily, your performance 
naturally improves. Across the 
country, more equestrians are 
turning to a smarter, science-
based approach to optimizing 
comfort and performance for 
both horses and riders. 

Innovative technologies 
play a vital role in this shift 
toward science-based 
horsemanship. As a global 
leader in textile technology, 
Back on Track is already 
transforming the way horses 
and riders prepare, perform, 
and recover through the 
power of Welltex®. 
Welltex® technology 

Welltex® technology is not 
just fabric. It’s a state-of-the-
art textile technology found 
exclusively in Back on Track 
products. This technology 
utilizes a proprietary ceramic 
and mineral solution that 
reflects body heat as far 
infrared energy, supporting 
circulation, easing stiffness, 
and aiding recovery. 
How Far Infrared Energy 
Works 

Research shows that far 

infrared energy (FIR) has 
multiple benefits for both 
horses and humans. Here’s 
the science behind the 
technology. 

Circulation: FIR increases 
nitric oxide, which causes 
vasodilation, allowing oxygen 
and nutrients to move more 
efficiently through blood 
vessels. This prepares the 
body for work and supports 
faster recovery afterward. 

Relaxation: Increased 
nitric oxide also activates 
signals that aid muscle 
relaxation. By keeping 
muscles supple, FIR 
helps reduce fatigue 
and discomfort, which is 
especially important for 
avoiding injury. 

Recovery: FIR promotes 
natural biological processes 
that support healing, 
including the production of 
growth factors and collagen. 
This effect aids recovery, 
providing both horses and 
riders with the support they 
need to remain at their best. 
Clinically Proven Results 

Independent studies have 
shown measurable results 
with Back on Track products.

Veterinarians using 

thermography and bone scan 
technology have observed 
increased circulation and 
reduced inflammation in 
horses’ backs and legs when 
using Welltex® products 

In another trial, horses 
with back discomfort 
showed noticeable 
improvement in both trot 
and canter after wearing 
Welltex. 
For Horses 

Back on Track offers 
a wide range of equine 
products that bring Welltex 
benefits into daily routines. 
Blankets, sheets, saddle 
pads, and leg wraps all 
help horses warm up, 
stay supple, and recover 
comfortably.  

For riders who compete 
or train regularly, these 
pieces can make a visible 
difference in how a horse 
feels and performs. 
For Riders 

Back on Track also brings 
the same innovation to 
riders. Apparel and joint 
supports with Welltex 
technology support 
improved endurance and 
comfort during long days at 
the barn or in the saddle.  

From breeches to base 
layers and back braces, the 
collection gives equestrians 
the same advantages that 
their horses enjoy. 
For Pets 

Horse people are dog 
people. With a full range of 
Back on Track products for 
dogs of all sizes, pets can also 
benefit from Welltex. After all, 
every animal deserves to feel 
their best. Even if their most 
important job is to be our best 
friend. 
Built for the Barn 

Back on Track products 
are designed for everyday 
life in the barn. The ceramic 
and mineral particles are 
permanently woven into the 
fibers, so the benefits will not 
wash out.  

Many horse owners and 
riders report that their sheets, 
wraps, and apparel last for 
years with proper care. To 
introduce the technology, 
start with short periods of 
wear, then gradually extend 
the time until you find the 
ideal routine for you or your 
horse. 
Ready to Experience the 
Power of Welltex? 

When equestrian 
performance and comfort 
matter, Back on Track 
helps both horse and rider 
prepare, perform, and 
recover more effectively. 
With a product line trusted 
worldwide and proven by 
science, it is easy to see why 
so many barns keep Welltex 
in their tack rooms. 

Visit backontrackusa.com 
or your local retailer to 
explore the full line of Back 
on Track products. Discover 
how Welltex can transform 
the way you and your horse 
feel, ride, and thrive.
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SEB Equine 
Appraisals, LLC
CERTIFIED MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 

SOCIETY OF EQUINE APPRAISERS

WWW.SEBEQUINEAPPRAISALS.COM

• Equitable distributions for divorce,
estate, and probate dispositions.

• Equine marketing
• Equitable distributions for

bankruptcy, fraud, and contract
disputes.

• Insurance valuation for underwriting
and claims.

• Valuation for FDIC loans
• Equine acquisition valuation
• Comprehensive retrospective and

prospective valuation
• Tax planning (Donations)

EQUINE 
APPRAISALS 
can be used for:

Sara E Ballinger
419-348-3771 

saraeballinger@gmail.com
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Based in Quebec, 
Melissa Boutin is a 4-star 
eventing rider, licensed High 
Performance Coach with 
Equestrian Canada, and the 
head trainer and manager at 
Ferme BGR. When she’s not 
training horses or competing, 
she works full-time in finance 
as an investment advisor 
and associate portfolio 
manager. Balancing a 
demanding professional 
career and a thriving 
eventing program means 
that efficiency matters—and 
any product that makes barn 
management easier quickly 
earns a place on her must-
have list.

Melissa believes 
turnout isn’t a luxury; it’s 
a philosophy. “We’re lucky 
to have a farm with lots of 
pasture, and I believe even 
upper-level horses should 
have as much turnout as 
possible,” Melissa explains. 
“But with our warmblood 
geldings being easy keepers, 
we needed a way to let them 
graze while keeping weight 
in check. As eventers, the 
last thing we want is extra 
pounds to carry on cross-
country.”

That balance between 
freedom and fitness led her 

to GG Equine, a discovery 
that quickly changed daily 
life at her barn.
Freedom to Graze, 
Room to Breathe

Melissa had tried different 
grazing muzzles before, 
but none checked every 
box, so she kept looking. 
“While researching grazing 
muzzles, I found GreenGuard 
and loved the concept. It’s 
roomy, airy, and light,” she 
says. “The horses adapted 
immediately and even looked 
forward to wearing them 
because they knew it meant 
pasture time.”

It wasn’t long before 
several of Melissa’s 4-star 
eventers were wearing 
GreenGuard muzzles. The 
results were clear: leaner, 
healthier athletes enjoying 
longer turnout without 
overgrazing. “They’ve been 
total life-savers for so many 
of our horses,” she says. 
“The durability is amazing. 
These muzzles are worth 
the investment and hold up 
season after season.”
A Smarter Way 
to Feed Hay

While GreenGuard muzzles 
revolutionized turnout, GG 
Equine’s HayPlay Bags 

improved hay feeding. “For 
years, every stall had a hay 
net to reduce waste,” she 
says. “But the HayPlay Bag 
changed everything. It’s easy 
to load, thanks to the large 
top opening, and far more 
durable than any net we’ve 
ever used—and we’ve tried 
a lot!”

According to Melissa, 
the HayPlay Bag’s design 
is “easier on their teeth, the 
airflow is better, and it helps 
reduce dust and hay chaff. 
It’s just a better system all 
around.” Now, every stall 
at MBE has a HayPlay Bag. 
Feeding is cleaner, horses 
stay occupied longer, and 
waste is minimal.

Better Equine 
Management

As a professional eventer 
and barn manager, Melissa 
has to balance performance, 
nutrition, and time. She says 
these products help her 
do all three. “The Grazing 
Muzzle and HayPlay Bag are 
incredible tools for managing 
weight and extending eating 
time,” she says.

They also make 
management smoother. “I 
don’t have to constantly 
adjust feed plans or worry 
about who’s eating too 
much. My horses stay 
balanced, and I get more 
peace of mind.”

Bella’s Transformation
Among her horses, one 

story stands out: Bella, a 
recipient mare who arrived 
in 2020. “She wasn’t just 
overweight, she was obese,” 
Melissa recalls. “But I still 
wanted her to enjoy group 
turnout. Just by wearing 
the GreenGuard muzzle, 
she came back to a healthy 
weight within months. She 
moved better, felt better, and 
was visibly happier.”

Bella wore the muzzle 24/7 
without rubs or irritation. 
“She never tried to remove 
it and seemed perfectly 
content. It truly changed her 
life.”
Why GG Equine Is a 
Professional’s Choice

Beyond the products, 
Melissa praises the GG 
Equine team for their 
support. “The customer 
service is top-notch. 
Whether you have a fit 
question, a rub issue, or 
a Houdini horse trying to 
outsmart the system, they’ve 
seen it all and will help you 
find a solution.”

Durability is another major 
advantage. “Everything 
GG Equine makes is built 
to last. That matters when 
you’re managing a barn 
full of active horses. It’s an 
investment that lasts, and 
that’s rare these days.”
Healthy Horses, 
Happier Humans

Asked how she’d describe 
GG Equine to another 
professional or horse 
owner, Melissa doesn’t 
hesitate.  “Life-changing. 
These products help horses 
stay healthy while living 
more naturally, and that’s 
something every horse 
owner, from weekend rider 
to eventing professional, can 
appreciate.”

Learn more at GG-Equine.
com: the smarter way to 
graze, feed, and thrive.

Melissa Boutin Eventing
Uses GG Equine to Keep 
Horses Healthy, Happy, 
and Performing Their Best

GreenGuard Grazing Muzzles 
Obeah Dancer and Penny 

GS photo by Melissa Boutin

HayPlay Bag
Photo by Horse 

Originals
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The Foundation of Excellence: 
Why Top Competitors Return to the Basics
By Parelli Natural 
Horsemanship, Inc. 

Stand at the rail of any 
major competition, and you’ll 
witness extraordinary part-
nerships. Horses and riders 
moving as one, communicat-
ing through imperceptible 
cues, demonstrating collec-
tion, precision, and willing 
collaboration. But here’s what 
you might not see: the count-
less hours these partnerships 
spent building a foundation 
of trust, communication, and 
mutual understanding.
The Competitive Edge 
You’re Missing

In the pursuit of compet-
itive excellence, it’s easy 
to focus solely on disci-
pline-specific skills. We drill 
patterns, practice leads, re-
fine our positions. But many 
competitive riders hit a pla-
teau—not because they lack 
technical skill, but because 
something fundamental is 
missing in their partnership.

That “something” is often 
the quality of communication 
itself.

For over 40 years, Parelli 
Natural Horsemanship has 
worked with riders across 
every discipline—from dres-
sage and reining to jumping, 
eventing and racing. What 
we’ve learned is that the 
horses who perform with bril-
liance, consistency, and heart 
share one common denomi-
nator: their riders speak their 
language fluently. They don’t 
just know their sport. They 
understand how horses feel, 
think, act and play, naturally, 
and they use this knowledge 
to transform their relationship 
into a true partnership.
Beyond Mechanics: The 
Language of Partnership

Consider this scenario: 
You’re warming up for your 
class. Your horse feels tense. 

You’ve got 20 minutes before 
you’re in the ring. Do you:

Push through and hope 
for the best?

Longe aggressively to “get 
the bucks out”?

Pull on the reins to en-
force discipline and submis-
sion?

Or, do you have the tools 
to read what your horse is 
telling you, address the root 
cause, and transform that 
tension into willing part-
nership—all in those crucial 
warm-up minutes?

The difference between a 
good ride and a great one 
often comes down to these 
moments. The horses who 
shine in the arena are the 
ones who’ve been heard, 
understood, and prepared—
not just drilled.
The Four Pillars That 
Support Every Discipline

Elite partnerships—regard-
less of discipline—are built 
on four essential elements:

1. Foundation and Trust. 
Your horse must believe 
you’re a leader worth fol-
lowing. In competition, this 
translates to confidence 
under pressure and willing-
ness to try because horses 
will run faster and jump 
higher out of heart and de-
sire.  

2. Harmony and Light-
ness. Top judges reward 
subtlety. The less visible your 
aids, the more impressive 
your performance. But light-
ness and true communication 
can’t be forced—it must be 
cultivated through under-
standing, not mechanics.

3. Refinement and Collec-
tion. True collection is men-
tal, emotional and physical 
collection. When your horse 
understands this and offers 
it willingly, rather than being 
held in a frame, you unlock a 
new level of performance.  

4. Versatility and Excel-
lence. The best competitive 
horses aren’t one-trick po-
nies. They’re confident in 
varied situations because 
their foundation is solid. They 
trust their rider to guide them 
through anything and excel 
at a wide range of skills, from 
ground work and trailer load-
ing to thinking and yielding 
in the midst of competitive 
pressure. 
What This Looks Like in 
Competition

We’ve watched Parelli stu-
dents earn championships 
in reining, excel in dressage, 
win hunter derbies, and com-
pete successfully in eventing. 
What sets them apart isn’t 
just technical prowess—it’s 

the quality of their partner-
ship.
These riders can:
• Read subtle changes in their 

horse’s emotional state
• Adjust their approach based 

on how their horse feels 
that day

• Create willing forward mo-
tion without whipping or 
spurring

• Achieve soft, balanced 
stops without bracing and 
pulling

• Turn with their whole body, 
not just their hands

• Solve problems at home 
before they appear in the 
show ring
Your Next Level Awaits
If you’ve hit a plateau, if 

your horse is talented but 
inconsistent, if you’re fighting 
for every ride—the answer 
might not be more lessons 
in your discipline. It might be 
returning to the foundation of 
communication itself.

The Parelli Levels Program 
offers a systematic approach 
to building partnership from 
the ground up. Over 200,000 
horse owners worldwide—in-
cluding competitive riders at 
every level—have discovered 
that excellence isn’t just 
about what you do, it’s about 
balancing love, language, and 
leadership in equal doses so 
that you and your horse un-
derstand each other.

Because at the end of the 
day, the best competitors 
aren’t just skilled riders. 
They’re fluent in the lan-
guage of the horse.

Ready to elevate your 
partnership? Learn more 
about the Parelli Levels 
Program and discover 
how natural horsemanship 
principles can transform your 
life with horses.

For more information, visit 
Parelli.com.
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Outfitting 
Equestrians 

for more 
than 

60 years!

WRANGLER   CACTUS   ARIAT   DAN POST   CLASSIC   TWISTED X   CINCHI I I I I I
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Browse Ocala’s  
Horse Farms

Discover Ocala!

DREAMING OF LIFE IN HORSE COUNTRY? 
Showcase Properties of Central Florida specializes in equestrian 

and luxury properties throughout Ocala and Marion 
County. Let us help you find your perfect 
piece of paradise—contact us today!

www.ShowcaseOcala.com • 5780 SW 20th Street, Ocala, FL 34474
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DISPLAY AD PROOF
ERIKA@ENSOMEDIAGROUP.COM  •  440-668-2812

This proof is submitted to give you the opportunity to check for any possible errors and to make any necessary 
corrections. Enso Media Group cannot be held responsible for errors appearing in the final printed piece 

which are not brought to our attention at this time. 
Please reply to this email asap and let us know if your ad that will be in the:

1. IS APPROVED AS IS! or            2. NOT APPROVED
Please reply ASAP to this email to 
let us know what changes are needed

HORSE 
BLANKET 

REPAIRS

•Repair of rips and tears
•Hardware replacement
•Velcro and strap replacement

Horse blanket washing, 
waterproofing, and repair

Please see the website for a full 
list of services and pricing

www.theblanketladyohio.com 

Big D’s in Streetsboro is a drop off/pick up 
place for The Blanket Lady!

22002266  AAdd  PPrrooooff
TThhee  BBllaannkkeett  LLaaddyy
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by Dana Miller, 
Equestrian stylist, 
Chagrin Saddlery

T here was a time when a new pair 
of tall boots came with a side of 
suffering — blisters, stiff leather, 

and the slow, painful break-in that was 

simply “part of the process.” The new 

boots were beautiful, but the break-in 

was miserable. No rider in the history of 

mankind has ever said, “I can’t wait to 

break in a new pair of tall boots.”

Thankfully, tall boots have entered a 
new era. They’ve evolved — merging the 
timeless craftsmanship riders love with 
the materials, structure, and innovation 
that make them truly perform.

From the show ring to the schooling 
arena, the right pair of tall boots do 
more than just look beautiful. They 
play a starring role in how your lower 
leg communicates with your horse. The 
question now is how to choose a pair 
that works as hard as the rider wearing 
them.

Tall Boots, Reinvented: 
The Rider ’s Guide to Fit and the Features That Matter

Tucci Boots
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What to Look for in a 
Modern Tall Boot

The perfect tall boot still 
starts with craftsmanship, 
but innovation has taken 
the reins. Whether you’re 
shopping for your first show 
pair or replacing your old 
favorites, here’s what really 
matters.

Leather and Materials
High-end boots still use 

full-grain or calfskin leather, 
loved for its ability to mold 
beautifully to the leg. But don’t 
overlook newer options: high-
tech calf panels, eco-treated 
leathers, and technical textiles 
that improve durability with-
out sacrificing feel.

Fit and Contact
Close contact is every-

thing. Boots should be fitted 
tightly to limit how much 
they drop. The ideal boot 
will be a bit tall when you 
first purchase it and even-
tually settle just below your 
kneecap. A proper fit not 
only looks elegant — it sta-
bilizes your leg and refines 
your communication with 
your horse.

Engineering and 
Performance Features

Manufacturers now 
borrow ideas from athletic 
footwear, adding shock-ab-
sorbing soles, ventilated 
linings, and 

ergonomic ankle construc-
tion. Look for elastic zipper 
panels, padded interiors, 
and durable zippers that 

snap at the top to prevent 
the zipper from sliding 
down — all signs of thought-
ful design.

Ariat – Everyday 
Performance That Works

Ariat remains the gold 
standard for riders who need 
performance, durability, and 
value in one package. Ariat 
boots combine soft full-grain 
leather, contoured ankles, 
moisture-wicking linings, 
and a sturdy elastic panel for a 
flexible yet secure fit.

Why riders love them: 
Dependable quality, and 
comfort that holds up through 
long schooling days. They offer 
a professional look at a price 
that makes sense.

Ego 7 – Modern Design with 
an Italian Edge

Sleek, structured, and 
designed for movement, Tucci-
designed Ego 7 boots have 
carved out a distinct place in 
the modern rider’s wardrobe. 
The Aries and Orion models, 
handmade from Italian 
leather, feature a full-length 
elastic gusset, a heavy-
duty zipper, and a grippy 
maintenance-free E-TEX 
interior panel for durability 
and stability in the saddle.

Why riders love them: That 
athletic, close-contact feel 
without the stiffness. Trendy, 
Tucci-designed modern styling 
paired with practical features 
that hold up for riders who 
show and train regularly. 
Italian craftsmanship is a plus.

Fabbri – Precision and 
Power

The new Fabbri Prime boots 
are a recent addition to the 
Fabbri line. They’ve quickly 
become a standout for riders 
who want Italian quality 
without the thousand-dollar-
plus price point. They’re built 
with beautifully structured 
calfskin that holds its shape 
but still softens fast — without 
the stiff, unforgiving break-
in typical of more traditional 
boots.

The elastic stretch panel 
offers real flexibility, the 
ultra-light sole keeps your foot 
comfortable on long days, and 
the ankle padding lets the 
boot move with you instead 
of against you. Thoughtful 
details like multiple spur rests 
and a reinforced zipper guard 

actually hold up in daily use.
For riders who want the 

next level of refinement, the 
higher-end Fabbri models 
take all of this a step further 
with upgraded leather, more 
precision in the fit, and 

semi-custom options that 
turn the boot into a long-term 
investment.

Why riders love them: The 
structured, precise fit that 
supports the leg without 
feeling rigid. Soft break-in, 

Five Brands Defining Today’s Tall Boot Market
From everyday reliability to Italian artistry, modern riders have more options than ever. While there are many outstanding 

brands on the market, here’s how some of the most trusted names stack up.

Ego 7 Boots

Continued on page 108

Photo by Motz Photo
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real durability, and details that 
make a difference in everyday 
riding.

Parlanti – The Classic 
Italian Icon

Few names are as 
synonymous with elegance 
in the ring as Parlanti. Their 
signature silhouette and 
effortless comfort make them 
the first “luxury” boot many 
riders fall in love with.

This year, Parlanti 
introduced the Essence line 
— a long-awaited addition 
that keeps the classic Parlanti 
look but adds more durability. 
The reinforced microfiber 
inner-calf panel improves 
grip and longevity, while the 
anti-shock sole offers lighter, 
more flexible comfort. The 
Tampa dress boot (no laces) 
and Madison field boot (with 
laces) both come in under 
$700.

The Essence line doesn’t 
replace the classics; it 
expands them. The more 
expensive models remain 

iconic for their ultra-soft 
leather, slim ankle, elegant 
shape, and true “show-ready 
on day one” feel. Together, the 
Parlanti line of boots offers 
riders a range of structure, 
softness, and durability — 
all with the unmistakable 
Parlanti look.

Why riders love them: 
The glove-like feel right out 
of the box and the clean, 
unmistakable Italian style. 
Immediate comfort with 
refined styling that always 
looks ready to win an 
equitation final or Grand Prix.

Tucci – Italian Quality You 
Can Feel from Ride One

When you step into Tucci 
boots, you feel the difference 
immediately. They’re made 
from double-calfskin-lined 
Italian leather that somehow 
breaks in almost instantly 
— that incredible mix of 
structure and comfort riders 
are always hunting for. The 
Galileo Field and Sofia Dress 
models give you a secure, 

glove-like fit, and Tucci’s top 
zipper snap that keeps the 
boot from sliding down. Ride 
after ride they last and last, 
yet feel broken in from day 
one. And the best part; even 
the stock Tucci boots can 
be personalized with your 
name, color accents, different 
tops, and more, giving you a 

custom look without the full 
custom price.

Why riders love them: 
Incredible durability paired 
with a soft, instant break-
in. They sculpt the leg, stay 
in place, and feel secure 
from ride one — plus the 
personalization options make 
them feel uniquely yours.

Fabbri Boots Parlanti Essense Boots

Tucci Boots

Continued from page 107

Photo by Motz Photo
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Natural Light Portraiture for 
Life’s Moving Moments

angilouiephotography.com
937.925.1143

angilouiephotography@live.com

Fit: The True 
Foundation

A great pair of tall boots 
should fit like a second skin, 
and riders know there’s a lot 
more to that than just match-
ing your shoe size. Height, 
calf width, and leg shape all 
play a major role in buying the 
right size boots. If a boot is too 
loose, it will drop too far and 
wrinkle at the ankle. Too tight, 
and you’ll strain the zipper or 
lose circulation — and while 
boots do soften with wear, 
numbness is never normal.

When fitting tall boots, al-
ways measure while standing, 
wearing breeches and thin tall 
socks. Measure the widest part 
of your calf and the height 
from your heel to the back of 
your knee crease, then add 
about ¼–½ inch for the natural 
“drop” that happens as the 
ankle breaks in. Heel lifts can 
also make the break-in stage 
more comfortable.

A new boot should feel very 
snug the first time you zip it — 
almost on the edge of too tight 
— but still allow movement. 
After a few rides, the ankle 
softens, the leather molds, and 

the boot settles exactly where 
it should. Just like a well-fitted 
saddle, the right boot fit truly 
changes how you ride.

Think of it like a saddle: the 
right fit changes and improves 
how you ride.

Sizing Guidelines
•	 Measure while standing in 

breeches and tall socks.
•	 Use the widest part of 

your calf; add ¼–½ inch in 
height for drop.

•	 First zip should feel snug — 
nearly too tight — but not 
painful.

•	 Test ankle movement and 
knee comfort.

•	 Check spur rest placement 
if you wear spurs.

•	 A tall boot should feel 
supportive, not crushing. If 
your leg throbs, it’s not the 
right size.

Care: Protect Your 
Investment

Even the best boots need 
regular care to stay beautiful 
and functional.
•	 Wipe them down after 

every ride to remove dust 
and sweat.

•	 Use a gentle, high-quality 

polish. Do not polish the 
inner calf — a little grip is 
good.

•	 Keep zippers clean and 
lubricated; dirt is their 
biggest enemy.

•	 Store boots upright with 
boot trees to prevent 
creasing (and zipper break-
down).

•	 Let boots air dry naturally — 
never near heat or direct sun.

With consistent care, a high-
end boot can last for years, 
allowing you to focus on your 
ride, not your footwear.

The Final Word
The modern tall boot is 

the perfect combination of 
traditional appearance and 
innovation — a reminder that 
style and modern technology 
can absolutely coexist. They 
may look timeless, but they’re 
built for the demands of 
today’s rider: lighter, stronger, 
more forgiving, and infinitely 
more comfortable.

When you find the right 
pair — the one that fits like 
it was made for you — every-
thing changes. The ride feels 
smoother and you feel more 
connected.

That’s when you know 
you’ve found the one.

Brand Fit & Feel      Customization        Price
Ariat Comfortable, supportive      None       $379 and up
Ego 7 Athletic, close contact      None       $599
Fabbri Structured, precise      RTW / Semi-Custom / Custom       $690 and up
Parlanti Supple, refined      RTW / Semi-Custom / Custom       $690 and up
Tucci Tailored, sculpted      RTW / Semi-Custom / Custom       $1,095 and up

How to Choose 
the Right Boot

Selecting the right tall 
boot isn’t about chasing 
labels — it’s about match-
ing your riding style to the 
boot’s construction and 
materials.
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by Marcelo Guzman
Working Equitation is no 

longer new in Ohio, yet many 
riders are still discovering 
what this growing discipline 
truly represents and why it 
has become one of the most 
complete equestrian sports 
available today.

Originally developed in 
Europe, Working Equitation 
was designed to preserve 
traditional working riding 
styles while improving the 
balance, correctness, and 
versatility of the modern 
horse. Its purpose is not to 
replace existing disciplines, 
but to provide a fair and 
structured system where 
horses and riders from very 
different backgrounds can be 
evaluated on equal ground.

How do you fairly compare 
a cowboy from the United 
States, a charro from Mexico, 
a vaquero from Spain, and a 
huaso from Chile?

The answer is dressage.
Every riding tradition 

has its own history and 
techniques, but dressage 
provides a shared 
language—balance, 
straightness, contact, 
connection, and systematic 
training. In Working 
Equitation, dressage is the 
foundation, but it is not the 
entire sport. That distinction 
is what truly sets it apart.

A complete Working 
Equitation team must 
demonstrate ability across 
multiple phases. The 
dressage test evaluates 

balance, collection, 
straightness, and lateral 
work. Ease of Handling 
tests precision, trust, and 
communication through 
obstacles such as gates, 
bridges, bells, side-pass 
elements, and transitions. 
Speed challenges 
efficiency, boldness, and 
accuracy under pressure, 
rewarding control rather 
than recklessness. Some 
competitions also include a 
cattle phase, highlighting real 
working ability, instinct, and 
teamwork.

Together, these phases 
reveal the most complete 
and versatile horse-and-
rider combination. While 
the discipline welcomes 
all breeds and riding 
backgrounds, it does not 
reward shortcuts. Correct 
training always shows.

One of Working 
Equitation’s greatest 
strengths is the adjustability 
of its training system. 
Horses from dressage, 
hunter/jumper, reining, 
ranch riding, endurance, 
or eventing backgrounds 
can participate without 
losing their core discipline. 
The sport refines existing 
training rather than 
replacing it. This makes 
Working Equitation an 
ally—not a competitor—to 
other disciplines, allowing 
horses to cross-train, 
stay mentally fresh, and 
improve overall rideability 
without compromising 

their primary job.
“Working Equitation does 

not ask riders to abandon 
their foundation—it elevates 
it.”

At the highest level—the 
Masters or International 
level—all phases are 
performed one-handed. 
Masters-level dressage 
is comparable to Prix St. 
Georges, including flying 
lead changes and advanced 
lateral movements at all 
gaits. It is demanding, 
technical, and honest, but it 
is supported by a clear and 
progressive pathway.

In the United States, the 
sport is governed by USA 
Working Equitation, which 
offers seven progressive 
levels across Open, 
Amateur, Youth, and Kids 
divisions. Riders begin at 
walk–trot, progress through 
simple changes, and only 
transition to one-handed 
riding at advanced levels. 
This structure allows riders 
from many disciplines 
to develop correctly and 
without being rushed.

This philosophy is shaping 
how Working Equitation is 
being developed in Ohio.

Rather than placing 
riders immediately into 
the discipline, strong 
foundations are built first. 
Riders progress through 
hunter/jumper and dressage 
systems, developing 
balance, position, rhythm, 
navigation, and accuracy 
before transitioning into 

Working Equitation. Hunter-
jumper training builds 
decision-making and 
control, while dressage 
refines movement, contact, 
and precision. Only then do 
riders step fully into Working 
Equitation standards.

By respecting each 
discipline rather than 
competing against them, 
this approach is helping 
raise horsemanship 
standards statewide. Ohio 
has a unique opportunity 
to use Working Equitation 
as a bridge—connecting 
disciplines, supporting horse 
welfare, and promoting 
correct training at higher 
levels.

Working Equitation in 
Ohio is not a trend.

• It is a pathway.
• It is a standard.
• And it is here to stay.

Marcelo Guzman is an 
international horseman 
and Masters-level Working 
Equitation competitor and 
horse developer based 
in central Ohio. He has 
ranked in the FEI World 
Reining standings, earned 
international titles in cow 
horse, and is among the few 
riders in the U.S. to develop 
Masters-level Working 
Equitation horses from 
scratch, earning regional 
titles and national standings 
while producing riders from 
foundation to world-class 
standards across multiple 
disciplines.

Working Equitation Came to Stay in Ohio
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ARENA FOOTING
GGT Footing
Barb DiPalma
851 Simuel Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301
864.804.8664 (c)
864.579.4484 x105 (o)
GGTFooting.com
GGT Footing
Cynthia Keating
851 Simuel Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301
864.804.0011(c)
GGTFooting.com
SORTAS EQUINE FIBRES
Mark O’Connor - 
International Sales
0031.613.414842
Marc Harbers - 
North America Sales
908.400.1793
SortasRecycling.nl
BARN BUILDERS
KT Custom Barns
5311 Country Road 77
Millersburg, OH 44654
330.893.3500
KTBarns.com
Kirkham Building System
3777 W. State Route 37
Delaware, OH 43015
740.548.7810
KirkhamBuildingSystem.com
Horizon Structures
5075 Lower Valley Road
Atglen, PA 19310
888.44SHEDS
HorizonStructures.com
Morton Buildings
800.447.7436
MortonBuildings.com
Pole Barns Direct
2212 Fox Avenue, SE
Minerva, OH 44657
877.71.BARNS
PoleBarnsDirect.com
Rigidply Rafters
701 E. Linden Street
Richland, PA 17087
717.866.6581
Rigidply.com
Walters Buildings
5045 US-68
Urbana, OH 43078
800.558.7800
WaltersBuildings.com
BARN/FARM 
MANAGEMENT
Equistaff
1028 E. Silver Springs Blvd.
Ocala, FL 34470
352.293.2088
Equistaff.com

Showsafe
561.404.SHOW (7469)
ShowSafe.show
Sound Stables Equine
Laura D’Agostino
Alachua/Marion County, FL
SoundStablesEquine.com

BEDDING 
MANUFACTURERS
The Espoma Company
Espoma Naturals/Sani-Care
6 Espoma Road
Millview, NJ 08332
800.634.0603
Sani-Care.com

BEDDING SUPPLIERS
Buckeye Bedding
8880 State Route 83
Holmesville, OH 44633
330.340.5931
BLANKET CLEANING
The Blanket Lady
Janet Dyer (Largent)
440.552.6900
TheBlanketLadyOhio.com

(FL) BOARDING BARNS/
TRAINING STABLES
2 Mutch Show Jumping
Hugh Mutch
12843 Kazee Road
Loxahatchee, FL 33470
561-632-8630
2MutchShowJumping.com
Andrea’s Dream Believer 
Stable
16600 Hollow Tree Lane
Wellington, FL 33470
561.289.8515
DreamBelieverStables.com
Chestnut Hill Arabians
Joe Alberti
6455 SW 73rd Street
Ocala, FL 34476
610.872.9628
ChestnutHillArabians.com
Choyce, LLC
Joyce Chartier
6400 SW Martin Hwy
Palm City, FL 34990
772.485.1903
ChoyceLLC.com
Desert Rose Ranch, LLC
Pam LiVecchi
1700 SE Ranch Road
South Jupiter, FL 33478
561.779.5206
DesertRoseRanch-FL.com
 
 
 

Five Phases Farm
Roger Roberts
Ocala, FL
352.229.7739
FivePhasesFarm.com
Grey Dawn Stables
Michelle Redding-Welch
201 SE 90th Street, #5770
Ocala, FL 34480
GreyDawnStables.com
Hunter Vale Show Stables
Heather Froehlich Cortell
Ocala, FL
440.539.7287
HunterValeShowStablesllc.com
Joey’s Ranch
Daniel Ishaki
6227 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33415
561.688.6517
JoeysRanch.com
Kobi’s Place
Kobi Rhodes
13277 60th Street, South
Wellington, FL 33449
954.684.2313
KobisPlace.com
Leprechaun Stables
Lyn Donnhugh
6650 NW 35 Street
Ocala, FL34482
352.817.8665
Mikenda Farm
Brenda Hagemeister
4740 Lazy H Lane
Christmas, FL 32709
407.568.8418
MikendaFarm.com
Ocala Stirrups
at Chestnut Hill Arabians
Joe Alberti
6455 SW 73rd Street
Ocala, FL 34476
610.872.9628
ChestnutHillArabians.com
Pink Flamingo Stables
Alicia Grace
6723 Park Lane East,
Lake Worth Beach, FL 33449
516.650.6555
PinkFlamingoStables.com
The Rusty Daisy Ranch
Michelle Bock
5450 Stable Way
Naples, FL 34114
239.289.4966
Facebook.com/ 
The Rusty Daisy Ranch
Redfield Farm
Emil Spadone
5375 NW 115th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
908.693.5419
RedfieldFarms.com

River Run Farm, LLC
Phoebe Weseley
14710 Palm Beach Point Blvd.
Wellington, FL 33414
908.234.9059
RRFHorseHaven.com
Riviere Equestrian Farm
Ricardo Lozinsky
7536 NW 90th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
407.314.1851
RiviereEquestrianFarm.com
SS Show Jumping Stables
Andres Soto
16883 Deer Path Lane, #5014
Wellington, FL 33470
305.815.7724
Facebook.com/ 
SS Show Jumping Stables
Saddlewood Horse Club
Christina Sdrenka
16111 Saddlewood Lane
239.738.9300
Cape Coral, FL 33991
CapeHorses.com
Wagon Wheel Horse Farm
Michelle Harper
12225 NE 42nd Terrace
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863.634.6397
WagonWheelHorseFarm.com
Weather Watch 
Performance Horses
Andrew Wilson
235 Center Street
Naples, FL 34106
239.823.6330
WeatherWatchPH.com
West Coast Blessed Ranch
Antonio Medina
3400 Smith Road
Naples, FL 34117
239.289.3837
WCBRNaples.com
Winstar Farm
Carole Wilson
11434 Ranchette Road
Fort Myers, FL 33966
239.872.9709
WinStarFarmFL.com
(KY) BOARDING BARNS/
TRAINING STABLES
Ballyhigh Show Stable
Joyce Brinsfield
320 Pinckard Pike
Versailles, KY 40383
859.948.2632
BallyhighShowStable.com
Circle T Farms
Jason Thompson
653 Georgetown Road
Paris, KY 40361
Facebook.com/ 
CircleTFarmsParis
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Cloud Nine Farm
Stevie McCarron Wigley
480 Lansing Lane
Midway, KY 40347
859.537.7324
TheCloud9Farm.com
Cornerside Stables
Michelle & Laura Shea
460 Tarr Road
Paris, KY 40361
860.268.3714/ 
860.933.2006
CornersideStables.com
Dogwood Hill Farm
Bailey Armour
2400 Fords Mill Road
Versailles, KY 40383
DogwoodHillKy.com
Grit Equine at 
Bryan Station Farm
Jodi Dickey/Erin Woodall
3006 Bryan Station Road
Lexington, KY 40516
859.420.3401/ 
502.316.3565
GritEquine.com
Holladay Hills Stable
Liz Barcomb
3950 Real Quiet Lane
Lexington, KY 40324
270.847.3856
Facebook.com/ 
HolladayHillsStable
Liftoff Equestrian
Ashley Watts
2108 Huntertown Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.221.9085
LiftoffEquestrian.com
Moss Landing
Nicole Patenaude
505 Millersburg Cynthiana Road
Millersburg, KY 40348
MossLandingKY.com
Newtown Breeze Farm, LLC.
George & Sylvia Fister
2878 Newtown Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
859.338.3592
Paddle Stone 
Equestrian Center
Sandra Middleton
4864 Bryan Station Road
Lexington, KY 40516
859.983.3251
KYHorseBoarding.com
Queenslake Farm
292 Soards Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
702.885.1263
 
 
 

River Mountain Farm
Elaine Schott
3085 Troy Pike
Versailles, KY 40383
859.489.0481
RiverMountainFarm.com
Scott Keller, LLC at
Townsend Springs Farm
571 Russell Cave Road
Paris, KY 40361
917.609.9663
ScottKellerLLC.com
Shawhan Station Equine
Emily Brooks
384 Old Oxford Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.592.8560
Stone Columns Stables
Jeff + Melanie Ramey
611 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
561.870.6587
StoneColumnsStables.com
T&B Sporthorses
Taylor/Brooke
Off-Site Lessons & Training
Lexington, KY area
847.791.6738/ 
859.285.9784
Facebook.com/T&B Sporthorses
Top Venture Farm
Sarah Berkowitz
1901 West Lane
Nicholasville, KY 40356
610.613.1576
TopVentureLLC.com
Valley View Farm
Jim & Katie O’Brien
4606 W Leestown Rd,
Midway, KY 40347
920.819.1103
ValleyViewFarm.online
Volitivo Sporthorses
Kate Dickerson
292 Soards Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
847.602.3427 
VolitivoSporthorses.com
West Wind Stables
Nicole Peterson
4787 Haley Road
Lexington, KY 40516
231.245.6687
WestWindKy.com

(OH) BOARDING STABLES/
TRAINING BARNS
All-Win Stables
Diane Winters
5077 US Hwy 42 S
Delaware, OH 43015
740.272.7636
AllWinStables.yolasite.com

Bayhill Farm
Doug Rath Performance Horses
2630 Carriage Road
Powell, OH 43065
614.588.3316
Blue Ridge Farm
Holly Taylor
37511 Sugar Ridge Road
North Ridgeville, OH 44039
440.610.1606
BlueRidgeFarmEventing.com
Bookmark Farms
Joan Promen/Colleen Holton
8824 Morse Road, SW
Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740.964.2601 
BookmarkFarms.com
Cessna Stables
Shannon Cessna
7651 Friendsville Road
Lodi, OH 44254
330.461.2318 
CessnaStables.com
Chagrin Valley Farms
9250 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
440.543.7233
ChagrinValleyFarms.com
Clearbrook Farm
Kathy Kennedy
Granville, OH
740.587.7097
ClearbrookFarmOhio.com
Cornerstone Farm
6809 Beach Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.696.4304
CornerstoneFarmOhio.com
Creekside Eventing Complex
3084 Sleepy Hollow Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
303.907.7129
CSEventingComplex.com
Ellrick Farm
Susan Channing-Lloyd
10286 Wilson Mills Road
Chardon, OH 44024
440.285.4556
EllrickFarms.com
Equine Differences
Ric Weitzel
11911 Leavitt Road
Oberlin, OH 44074
440.822.4685
EquineDifferences.com
Free Spirit Farm
Kris Ropp
13987 Watt Road
Novelty, Ohio 44072
440.338.4203
 
 
 

Handle Hill Farm
Mary Mehwald
11244 Handle Road
Strongsville, OH 44136
440.238.4541
HandleHillFarm.com
Hawthorne Hill
Holly Helbig, DVM
7480 Badenoch Road
Dublin, OH 43017
330.807.2643
RideWithHawthorneHill.com
Hinckley Equestrian Center
1575 Ledge Road
Hinckley, OH 44233
330.289.1787
HinckleyEq.com
Hunter Vale Show Stables
Heather Froehlich Cortell
8782 Kinsman Road,
Novelty, Ohio 44072
440.539.7287
HunterValeShowStablesllc.com
J & J Equestrian Sports
Jill Zuk/Joanne White
25725 Osborne Road
Columbia Station, Ohio 44028
216.533.9469
Kate Coleman Equestrian
3084 Sleepy Hollow Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
216.246.5136
KateColemanEquestrian.com
Ledge Hollow Stable
Jean Fashempour
982 Ledge Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.416.2338
LedgeHollowStable.com
Quiet Meadow Farm
Stefanie Portman/Shirley 
Krames-Kopas
8123 Dines Road
Novelty, OH 44072
440.636.3813/ 
440.708.3023
QuietMeadowFarmOhio.com
Red Tail Equestrian
Richwood, OH
RedTailEq.com
Rivendel Farm Dressage
10920 Windham-Parkman Road
Garrettsville, OH 44231
rivendelfarm@netlink.net
440.813.4009
Sand Hill Stable
Elizabeth Shaw
4311 State Route 303
Mantua, OH 44255
330.221.8819
SandHillStable.com
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Shenanigans Stables
7310 Abbey Road, NE
Carrollton, OH 44615
ShenanigansStables.com
Stealaway Farm
Angela Moore
9317 Johnstown- 
Alexandria Road, NW
Johnstown, OH 43031
614.989.9029
StealawayFarm.com
Stone Gate Farm
Jackie Smith/Kyle Smith
31407 Schneider Road
Hanoverton, OH 44423
330.277.6964/ 
330.277.6592
StoneGateFarm.org
Stone’s Throw 
Sport Horses, LLC
Laura Ann Kosiorek-Smith
31250 State Route 172
East Rochester, OH 44625
814.434.0914
Stoney Ridge Stables
Jen Powell
2010 Reimer Road
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.819.8295
StoneyRidgeStables.com
Topline Stables at Walden
Janeen Langowski-Grava
1109 Aurora-Hudson Road
Aurora, OH 44202
440.666.6182
Topline-Stables.com
Triple H Ranch
Kylie Hofacker
6259 Ryan Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.462.1415
TripleHRanch5.godaddysites.com
White North Stables
Jill Klepeis-Brick/Elizabeth Porter
3160 Chagrin River Road
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
216.598.6826
WhiteNorthStables.com
Woodland Acres 
Equestrian Center
Christina McPhie
401 Ridgewood Road
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.730.1245
Facebook.com/ 
WoodlandAcresEquestrianCenter

BREEDERS
Coppertop Clydesdales
Laurie Gallatin
13445 County Home Road 
Marysville, OH 43040
937.707.9216
 

Harvey Arabians
Jim & Louise Harvey
7487 Wooster Pike Road
Seville, Ohio 44273
330.722.7781
Smokey Valley Horse
Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2
Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com

BRIDLE FITTERS
By Design Equestrian 
Boutique, LLC
Authorized Retailer, PS of Sweden
Jennifer L. McLandrich
440.487.1925

CLUBS/ 
ORGANIZATIONS
CADS
Classical Attraction Dressage 
Society
234.804.8735
CADSDressage.org
ELCR
Equine Land 
Conservation Resource
4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Suite120
Lexington, KY 40511
859.455.8383
ELCR.org
ETS
Equine Trail Sports
512.537.3961
EquineTrailSports.com
IEA Interscholastic Equestrian 
Assoc.
877.743.3432
RideIEA.org
IHSA
Intercollegiate Horse Shows 
Association
844.307.4472
IHSAInc.com
ILHA
International Liberty Horse 
Association
LibertyHorseAssociation.com
KHC
Kentucky Horse Council
859.367.0509
KentuckyHorse.org
LUCK
Leg Up for Cleveland’s Kids
Luck4Kids.org
MODA
Mid-Ohio Dressage 
Association
MidOhioDressage.com

NODA
Northern Ohio Dressage 
Association
NodaRider.org
OHC
Ohio Horseman’s Council
614.600.1972
OHCOnline.com
OPHA
Ohio Professional Horsemen’s 
Association
OPHA.org
YEDA
Youth Equestrian Development 
Association
ShowYEDA.com
COACHING + 
CONSULTING
Shamrock Legacy Coaching 
& Consulting, LLC
Susanna Massie Thomas,
Leadership + Personal 
Development Coach
ShamrockLegacyCoaching.com

DENTISTRY
Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital
Brad Tanner, DVM, DAVDC-EQ
2150 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.233.0371
RoodandRiddle.com
Valley Equine Dentistry
Gian P. Gargiulo, DVM
Serving OH, PA and MI
440.356.9550
ValleyEquineDentistry.com
DINING
Red State BBQ
4020 Georgetown Road 
Lexington, KY 40511
800.694.4651
RedStateBBQ.com
Warren’s Spirited Kitchen
14614 E. Park Street
Burton, OH 44021
440.273.8100
WarrensSpiritedKitchen.com
World Equestrian Center
The Paddock Club
4095 OH 730
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
WorldEquestrianCenter.com
EDUCATION/ 
UNIVERSITIES
Asbury University
One Macklem Drive
Wilmore, KY 40390
859.858.3511
Asbury.edu
 

Equi-First Aid USA
Equine Health, Safety
and Emergency Response 
Courses
833.423.3133
Equi-FirstAidUSA.com
Georgetown College
400 E. College Street
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.863.8000
GeorgetownCollege.edu/equine-
scholars/
Lake Erie College
391 West Washington Street
Painesville, OH 44077
855.467.8676
Lec.edu
Midway University
512 E. Stephens Street
Midway, KY 40347
800.952.4122
Midway.Edu/Equine
Ohio State University
281 W. Lane Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210
614.292.6446
Osu.edu
Otterbein University
1 South Grove Street
Westerville, OH 43081
614.890.3000
Otterbein.edu
Parelli Landing
Johnsonville, NC
Parelli.com
Spirit of Leadership
9796 Cedar Road
Novelty, OH  44072
440.338.1752
Spirit-Of-Leadership.com
University of Findlay
1000 N. Main Street
Findlay, OH  45850
419.422.8313
Findlay.edu
University of Kentucky
410 Administration Drive
Lexington, KY 40506
859.257.9000
UKY.edu 
University of Louisville
2301 S. 3rd Street
Louisville, KY 40292
800.334.8635
Louisville.edu
EQUINE APPRAISERS
SEB Equine Appraisals, LLC
Sara E. Ballinger
419.348.3771
SEBEquineAppraisals.com
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EQUINE ASSISTED 
THERAPY
Central Kentucky 
Riding for Hope
PO Box 13155
Lexington, KY 40538
859.231.7066
CKRH.org
Hope Meadows Foundation
Center for Healing & Equine 
Therapy
PO Box 31862
Independence, OH 44131
216.232.3656
HopeMeadowsOh.org
Majestic Equine 
Connections, Inc.
Therapeutic Riding + 
Community Events
Medina, OH
440.668.8364
MajesticEquineConnectionsInc.org
Pine Knoll Center For 
Integrated Horsemanship
4901 Ironworks Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
859.559.6220
PineKnollFarm.com
 

Special Equestrians
5121 Staley Road
Fort Myers, FL 33905
239.226.1221
SpecialEquestrians.net
Spirit of Leadership
9796 Cedar Road
Novelty, OH  44072
440.338.1752
Spirit-Of-Leadership.com
True North Veteran Support
7575 State Route 521
Sunbury, OH 43074
740.272.0612
TrueNorthVeteranSupport.org

EQUINE 
ENTERTAINMENT
Equus TV
800.358.2179
EquusTelevision.com
Whispery Pines Percherons
Carriage Rides & Logging
Sam + Kellie Rettinger
Kingsville, OH
440.858.5285/440.413.3033
Facebook.com/ 
WhisperyPines15/
 

 
FARM EQUIPMENT
Ag-Pro Company
2699 Morehead Road
Flemingsburg, KY 41041
606.845.7311
AgProCompanies.com
Cashmans Horse Equipment
1646 US HWY 42 North
Delaware, OH  43015
740.363.6073
Cashmans.com
Reveal 4-N-1
Mt. Orab, OH  45154
937.444.2609
Reveal4-N-1.com
Willandale Golf Cart Sales
111 N. Wooster Avenue
Strasburg, OH  44680
330.663.3824
WillandaleGolfCartSales.com

FEED/HORSE CARE 
SUPPLIES
Caliber Feed & Supply
8550 OH - 534
Windsor, OH 44099
440.272.1900
 

 
Cashmans Horse Equipment
1646 US Highway 42 North
Delaware, OH  43015
740.363.6073
Cashmans.com
CENTERRA Country Stores:
CenterraCoop.com
OHIO Locations:
Kathy Green, Equine Expert
440.321.9996
Ashland Country Store
1290 Middle Rowsburg Road
419.281.8423
Chardon Country Store
12285 Ravenna Road
440.285.3143
Cortland Country Store
312 South Mecca Street
330.637.4015
Grafton Country Store
717 Erie Street
440.926.2281
Jefferson Country Store
161 East Jefferson Street
440.576.3010
Medina Country Store
6701 Wooster Pike (SR 3)
330.721.0852
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Ravenna Country Store
467 Cleveland Road
330.296.3424
West Salem Country Store
40 Equity Street
419.853.4027
Wooster Country Store
1009 Old Lincoln Way West
330.264.9925
Farmers Exchange:
FeedForLess.com
OHIO Locations:
Berea Farmers Exchange
384 West Bagley Road
Berea, OH 44017
440.243.6505
Medina Warehouse
650 W. Smith Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.618.6854
Wadsworth Farmers Exchange
231 Great Oaks Trail
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.706.1359
Geauga Feed & Grain
11030 Kinsman Road
Newbury Township, OH 44065
440.564.5000
GeaugaFeed.com
Gold Coast Feed
13501 South Shore Blvd ,Suite 101
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.4607
GoldCoastFeed.com
Ocala Breeders Feed & Supply 
Locations:
6855 US-27
Ocala, FL 34482
352.402.0303
OBFS.com
1171 SW 60th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34474
352.237.3399
OBFS.com
 

431 NW 27th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34475
352.629.8686
OBFS.com
SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com
Stable Feed
507.487.2323
StableFeed.com
Sugarcreek Shavings
3121 Winklepleck Road
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
330.852.3538
SugarcreekShavings.com
Reiterman Feed & Supply
103 N. London Street
Mount Sterling, OH 43143
740.869.3817 / 866.869.3817
ReitermanFeed.com
FEED/SUPPLEMENTS
Buckeye Nutrition
330 E. Schultz Avenue
Dalton, OH 44618
800.417.6460
BuckeyeNutrition.com
DAC
Direct Action Company
6668 Old Rt. 39, NW
Dover, OH 44622
800.921.9121
FeedDac.com
Geauga Feed & Grain
11030 Kinsman Road
Newbury Township, OH 44065
440.564.5000
GeaugaFeed.com
McCauley’s Bros., Inc.
111 Broadway, P.O. Box 604
Versailles, KY 40383
800.222.8635
859.873.3333
McCauleysFeeds.com
SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com

Stable Feed
507.487.2323
StableFeed.com
Witmer’s Feed and Grain
WitmersFeed.com
Locations:
Berlin
3398 Berlin Plank Road
Berlin, PA 15530
814.267.4124
Columbiana Mill
3770 Renkenberger Road
Columbiana, OH 44408
330.482.4321
Garfield Mill
15970 Front Street
Salem, OH 44460
330.537.4631
FENCING/STALL 
SYSTEMS & DESIGN
Heritage Equine Equipment
74 Quail Lane
Box Springs, GA 31801
706.575.5153
HeritageEquineEquip.com
RAMM Horse Fencing & Stalls
13150 Airport Highway
Swanton, OH  43558
800.434.7919
RammFence.com
Swiss Valley Fence
2411 State Route 39
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
330.852.4460
SwissValleyFence.com
FURNITURE
Created Hardwood
16 West Poplar Avenue
Columbus, OH 43215
330.447.1780
CreatedHardwood.com

HAY GROWERS
Bauer Hay & Straw
3162 Paris Pike, Bldg. 51
Lexington, KY 40511
859.533.9068
www.BauerHayStraw.com
Little Stinker Farm
13987 Watt Road
Novelty, OH
440.338.4203
HELMETS
ARRO Helmets
ArroHelmets.com
HOME DECOR - 
EQUESTRIAN
Olde Wood, LTD
7557 Willowdale Street
Magnolia, OH
866.968.2924
OldeWoodLTD.com

HOOF CARE 
PROFESSIONALS
American & International Asso-
ciation For Professional Farriers
44 Dorchester B
West Palm Beach, FL 33417
859.533.1465
ProfessionalFarriers.com
Enlightened Equine 
Hoof Care
Steve + Dora Hebrock
Certified Hoof Care Professionals
330.813.5434
EnlightenedEquine.com

HORSE CARE/ 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
Achieve Equine
FLAIR Strips/VIP Equestrian/
Iconic Equestrian
PO Box 61
Delano, MN 55325
763.972.9056
AchieveEquine.com
B Gone Animal Products
BGoneWhiteLine.com
Back on Track USA
Equine Performance Products
BackOnTrackUSA.com
BeneFab Products
Kat Chrysostom
855.957.8378
BenefabProducts.com
Brave Horse CBD
312.296.7900
BraveHorseCBD.com
Certified Shade 
Technologies
Kool Kurtains
301.407.0744
KoolKurtains.com
Charlee’s Fly Spray
4905 S. State Road 7
Wellington, FL 33449
423.341.6146.
CharleesFlySpray.com
Dimples Horse Treats
859.384.1058
DimplesHorseTreats.com
Earth Song Ranch
Natural + Herbal Horse Health 
Support
EarthSongRanch.com
Equilume Performance 
Lighting
Lisa Hamilton
800.242.9259
Equilume.com
 
 
 

Equine first aid saves lives.
Hands-on. Horse-centered.

Nationwide. Certified.

Know What to Do.
When It Counts.

For the Life and the Love of the Horse

(786) 877 – 8102

EquiFirstAid@pm.me 
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Farm Jenny
24/7 Equine Monitoring
139 Pearce Road
Mars, PA 16046
833.327.6536
FarmJenny.com
Farrier’s Magic
888 School Street
Okolona, Ohio 43545 
800.321.6694
FarriersMagic.com
Funky Unicorn
Show-Safe Electrolyte 
Supplements
FunkyUnicornChews.com
GG Equine
Grazing Muzzles
888.994.2070
GG-Equine.com
Grey Pony Designs
Custom Dry-Erase Boards and 
Farm Signs
440.984.6228
GreyPonyDesigns.com
Guaranteed Horse Products, LLC
Fly Bye! Plus
Hudson, OH
330.687.3353
GuaranteedHorseProducts.com
HandsOn Gloves
Grooming Gloves
817.477.0017
HandsOnGloves.com
Kawell USA
888.576.5237
KawellUSA.com
Limber Max
Arbor Fit Products
PO Box 105
Mechanicstown, OH 44651
330.708.5880
ArborFit@IByFax.com
One Touch Equine Fly Spray 
330.594.7797 
OneTouchFlySpray.com
Orange Slow Feeder
253.363.7801
OrangeSlowFeeder.com
Photonic Health, LLC
2471 NW 44th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
855.436.7082
PhotonicHealth.com
Showsafe
561.404.SHOW (7469)
Showsafe.show
Ultimate Repair V
4095 S. State Road, 
Suite L-149
Wellington, FL 33449
833.878.2563
UltimateRepairV.com

HORSE CARE/ 
SPECIALTY SERVICES
BEMER Group - Florida
Belinda & Curt Coenen,
Independent Distributors
904.868.4550
BEMEREquine.com
BEMER Group - Ohio
Kristine Nagy,
Independent Distributor
Kristine@BEMERMail.com
Dr. Hansen’s 
Equine Apothecary
Kristen Hansen, 
PharmD. RPh.
DrHansensApothecary.com
Equigea
Advanced Equine Fertility Services
PetersonSmith Equine Hospital
15107 SE 47th Avenue
Summerfield, FL
352.307.3000
Equigea.com
Flex PEMF
Rene Hushea
330.299.5157
K.B.’s Sheath Cleaning
Kristen R. Boltz, RVT
330.205.3008
Facebook.com/ 
KBSSheathCleaning
Nursemares of Kentucky
Laura Phoenix
929 Bethlehem Road
Paris, KY 40361
607.437.0479
Facebook.com/ 
NursemaresOfKentucky
KESMARC
Kentucky Equine Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation Center
258 Shannon Run Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.9955
Kesmarc.com
Rejyouvenate
Karin Bergener
330.608.5906
Rejyouvenate.net
The Blanket Lady
Horse blanket washing,
waterproofing, and repair
Janet Largent
440.552.6900
TheBlanketLadyOhio.com
HORSE SHOWS/ 
VENUES
Brave Horse
1029 South County Line Road
Johnstown, OH 43031
614.404.1150
Brave-Horse.com

Chagrin Hunter Jumper Classic
9250 East Washington Street, 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
ChagrinHunterJumperClassic.org
Chagrin Valley Farms
9250 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
440.543.7233
ChagrinValleyFarms.com
Equine Affaire
Ohio Expo Center
717 E. 17th Avenue
Columbus, OH  43211
740.845.0085
EquineAffaire.com
Florida Horse Park
11008 S. Hwy 475
Ocala, FL 34480
FLHorsePark.com
Florida State Fairgrounds
Bob Thomas Equestrian Center
4100 US Hwy. 301 North
Tampa, FL 33610
FloridaStateFair.com/Equestrian
HITS Show Series
151 Stockade Drive
Kingston, NY 12401
845.246.8833
HitsShows.com
Hinckley Equestrian Center
1575 Ledge Road
Hinckley, OH 44233
330.289.1787
HinckleyEq.com
Kentucky Three Day Event
Kentucky Horse Park
4089 Iron Works Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40511
859.233.2362
KentuckyThreeDayEvent.com
Wellington International
3400 Equestrian Club Drive
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.5867
WellingtonInternational.com
Win-Seek Fallen Pines 
Equestrian Center
5022 Everett Hull Road
Cortland, OH 44410
330.638.2255
win-seek.com
World Equestrian Center
4095 State Route 730
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
WorldEquestrianCenter.com
World Equestrian Center
1390 NW 80th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
352.414.7900
WorldEquestrianCenter.com

INSURANCE
C. Jarvis Insurance Agency
49 East Garfield Road
Aurora, OH  44202
440.248.5330
JarvisInsurance.com
Equine Insurance 
Professionals, LLC
A Division of Central Virginia Insurance
540.825.8511
EquineInsuranceProfessionals.com
Fry’s Equine Insurance
3907 Broadway
Grove City, OH  43123
614.875.3711
FrysEquineInsurance.com
Pamela Nock Insurance, LLC
American National Insurance
PO Box 162
Grafton, OH 44044
440.667.4999
PNockins@gmail.com
PTZ Insurance Agency, Ltd.,
Providers of ASPCA 
Pet Health Insurance
11333 North Scottsdale Road, 
Suite #160
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
888.716.1203
ProtectYourHorse.com
Tapp & Associates 
Equine Insurance
Mary Huddle
513.383.0191
MHuddle@AmFam.com

JUMPS/EQUIPMENT
Light ‘N Lasting
Southington, OH
800.397.1239
LightNLasting.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law Office of 
April L. Woodward, LLC
125 Main Street, Suite 2
Chardon, OH 44024
440.834.2162
Woodward.law

MANURE MANAGEMENT
Green Mountain Technologies
206.319.7102
CompostingTechnology.com/
Equestrian
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MARKETING/GRAPHIC 
DESIGN
Aristo Marketing
Mandy Boggs
440.984.6228
Aristo-Marketing.com
ENSO Media Group
PO Box 470603
Cleveland, OH  44147
440.668.2812 
EquestrianDirectory.com
Gold Horse Media
Taylor Graham
GoldHorseMedia.com
Topline Communications
Sarah Coleman/Jen Roytz
Lexington, KY
330.518.9001/ 
859.494.4712
TeamTopline.com
Yellow Barn Media
Jamie Samples
PO Box 432
Howell, MI 48843
517.375.5399
YellowBarnMedia.com
MASSAGE/BODYWORK
Beauty And the Beasts 
Animal Wellness
Jill Lionetti, Certified CCMT, CEMT
Akron, OH
330.352.3341
BeautyAndTheBeastsMassage.com
Miracle Farm, LLC
Barbara BJ Hartmann-Sasak
17964 Owen Road
Middlefield, OH 44062
440.318.4113
MiracleFarmRescue.org
NeighSpa
Wendy Usner, CEMT
Equine Massage & Reiki
330.220.9087
NeighSpa.com
Sound Stables Equine
Laura D’Agostino
Alachua/Marion County, FL
SoundStablesEquine.com
Wendy L. Shaffer, MMCP
Masterson Method 
Certified Practitioner
Integrated Performance 
Horse Bodywork
724.815.5236
AgileEquineBodywork.com

MEMORABILIA/ 
COLLECTIBLES
Secretariat.com
PO Box 4865
Louisville, KY 40204
Secretariat.com

NURSE MARES
Nursemares of Kentucky
Laura Phoenix
929 Bethlehem Road
Paris, KY 40361
607.437.0479
Facebook.com/ 
NursemaresOfKentucky

PHOTOGRAPHY
Angilouie Photography
937.925.1143
AngilouiePhotography.com
Deb Little Photography
Fine Art/Photos
614.315.5461
DebLittle.com
ENSO Media Group
PO Box 470603
Cleveland, OH  44147
440.668.2812
EquestrianDirectory.com
Gold Horse Media
Taylor Graham
GoldHorseMedia.com
Jessa Janes Photography
440.669.7860
Lasting Impressions 
Photography
Raymond Duval
440.465.4121
RayDuvalPhotography.com
Lori Spellman Photography
440.497.8875
LoriSpellmanPhotography.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
SERVICES
Acclivity Integrated 
Physical Therapy, LLC
Amethyst Barto, PT, DPT
216.200.7130
AcclivityPT.com
REALTORS
Chad Long
Coldwell Banker – King Thomp-
son
614.580.9513
ChadLong.CBInTouch.com
Ludwig Real Estate Group
Kelly + David Ludwig
Coldwell Banker
614.327.0017
LudwigRealEstateGroup.com
Mary Vedda
Keller Williams Realty
Olmsted Township, OH
440.336.2796
MaryVedda.KWRealty.com 
 
 
 

Showcase Properties 
of Central Florida
5780 SW 20th Street
Ocala, FL 34474
352.351.4718
ShowcaseOcala.com

RESCUE/ADOPTION/
THOROUGHBRED 
AFTERCARE
Angels Haven Horse Rescue
Evergreen Farm
13297 Durkee Road
Grafton, OH  44044
440.781.5060
AngelsHavenHorseRescue.org
CANTER Kentucky
PO Box 2996
Louisville, KY 40201
312.513.1259
CanterUSA.org/Kentucky
Copper Horse Crusade
3739 Glenn Highway
Cambridge, OH 43725
740.601.2752
CopperHorseCrusade.com
Happy Trails Farm 
Animal Sanctuary
5623 New Milford Road
Ravenna, OH  44266
330.296.5914
HappyTrailsFarm.org
Kentucky Equine Adoption 
Center
1713 Catnip Hill Road
Nicholasville, KY 40356
859.881.5849
KYEAC.org
Maggie’s Mission Rescue
PO Box 345
Sharon Center, OH 44274
MaggiesMissionRescue.org
Maker’s Mark Secretariat 
Center
4155 Walt Robertson Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.246.3080
SecretariatCenter.org
Miracle Farm, LLC
17964 Owen Road
Middlefield, OH 44062
440.318.4113
MiracleFarmRescue.org
New Vocations Racehorse 
Adoption Program
OH, KY, PA, NY Facilities
937.947.4020
NewVocations.org
Old Friends
1841 Paynes Depot Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.863.1775
OldFriendsEquine.org

Retired Racehorse Project
2976 Solomon’s Island Road
Edgewater, MD 21037
410.798.5140
RetiredRacehorseProject.org
Thoroughbred 
Aftercare Alliance
859.224.2756
ThoroughbredAftercare.org
Thoroughbred Charities 
of America
2365 Harrodsburg Road, #A200
Lexington, KY 40504
859.276.4989
TCA.org

SADDLES/SADDLE 
FITTING
Balanced Seat Equestrian, LLC
Laura Sweeten, Master Saddlers 
Association- Fitter
County Saddlery 
Representative, KY+OH
928.637.3396
Laura.Sweeten@BalancedSeat.com
Barnes Tack Room
Robert Barnes
808.557.1371
BarnesTackRoom.com
Contour Saddlery
Letitia Glenn
5950 SW 1st Lane
Ocala, FL 34474
833.312.9444
ContourSaddlery.com
Freedman Harness Saddlery
206 N. Gratz Street
Midway, KY 40347
859.846.9674
FreedmanHarness.com
Saddles 101
Heather Soones
SMS Qualified Saddle Fitter
135 Hunt Road
Portersville, PA  16051
240.431.1318
Saddles101.com
*(See TACK/RIDING for 
Add’l Saddles Retail/Resale)

EQUIPMENT/APPAREL 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS/
GIFTS
Equestrian Delights
216.225.4548
EquestrianDelights.com
Grey Pony Designs
Custom dry-erase boards 
and farm signs
440.984.6228
GreyPonyDesigns.com
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Mare Modern Goods
Original equestrian artwork + gifts
MareGoods.com
Sawhorse Jewelry Designs
Unique handmade equine jewelry
SawhorseJewelry.com
The Dusty Ribbon Quilting Co.
216.392.2004
DustyRibbonQuiltingCo.com

SPORTS MEDICINE + 
REHABILITATION
KESMARC
Kentucky Equine Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation Center
258 Shannon Run Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.9955
Kesmarc.com

TACK/RIDING 
EQUIPMENT/APPAREL
Becker & Durski Turf Goods
Wagner’s Pharmacy
3111 S. 4th Street
Louisville, KY 40214
502.375.0001
WagnersPharmacy.com
Big Dee’s Tack & Vet Supply
9440 State Route 14
Streetsboro, OH  44241
800.321.2142 / 330.626.5000
BigDWeb.com
Boot Barn
2200 War Admiral Way, Suite 110
Lexington, KY 40509
859.264.7388
BootBarn.com
Boot Barn
4511 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
502.961.8468
BootBarn.com
By Design Equestrian Bou-
tique, LLC Authorized Retailer 
PS of Sweden
Jennifer L. McLandrich
440.487.1925
Carl’s Place
4927 Wilkes Road
Atwater, OH 44201
330.325.1641
Central Kentucky 
Tack & Leather
3380 Paris Pike, Suite 1100
Lexington, KY 40511
859.299.TACK (8225)
CentralKentuckyTackandLeather.com
Chagrin Saddlery
8574 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH  44023
440.708.0674
ChagrinSaddlery.com

Chagrin Saddlery
World Equestrian Center
4095 State Route 730
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
ChagrinSaddlery.com/WEC.net
Clip-ity Clop Saddlery
12930 Chippewa Road
Brecksville, OH  44141
440.526.2965
Clip-ityClop.com
Country Lane Tack 
& Equine Supplies
1655 SW Hwy 484, Unit 2
Ocala, FL 34473
352.203.4803
TheCountryLaneTack.com
Dover Saddlery
8740 Montgomery Road
Cincinnati, OH  45236
513.792.0901
DoverSaddlery.com
Equine Essentials
3305 Center Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
EquineEssentialsOhio.com
Equus Now!
8956 Cotter Street
Lewis Center, OH 43035
740.549.4959
EquusNow.com
Equus Now!
420 Wards Corner Road, Suite D
Loveland, OH 45140
513.630.1197
EquusNow.com
Exceptional Equestrian
at World Equestrian Center
1750 NW 80th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
352.844.7189
ExceptionalEquestrian.com
Fennell’s Horse Supplies
1220 Red Mile Road
Lexington, KY 40502
859.254.2814
Fennels.com
Freedman Harness Saddlery
206 N. Gratz Street
Midway, KY 40347
859.846.9674
FreedmanHarness.com
Horse Cents, Inc.
199 Markham Drive
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.4707
HorseCentsInc.com
Just Horsen’ Around
440.782.1834
JustHorsenAroundOH-2. 
MyShopify.com
 

KBC Horse Supplies
140 Venture Court, Suite 1
Lexington, KY 40511
859.253.9688
KBCHorseSupplies.com
Luckett’s Tack Shop
3735 South 4th Street
Louisville, KY 40214
502.363.4131
Pinkston’s Turf Goods
1098 West High Street
Lexington, KY 40508
859.2252.1560
Pinkstons.com
Quillin Leather & Tack
1929 Main Street
Paris, KY 40361
859.987.0215
Quillin.com
Rod’s Western Palace
3099 Silver Drive
Columbus, OH  43224
866.326.1975
Rods.com
Saltwell Western Store
2000 Seven Mile Drive
New Philadelphia, OH 44663
330.343.0388
SaltwellWesternStore.com
Schneider Saddlery
8255 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH  44023
800.365.1311
SStack.com
Skylight Supply
2906 Axton Lane
Goshen, KY 40026
502.228.0070
SkylightSupply.com
SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com
TT Distributors
7150 FL-40
Ocala, FL 34482
352.854.0528
TTDistributors.com
Tack Shack of Ocala
481 SW 60th Avenue,
Ocala, FL 34474
352.873.3599
TackShackOcala.com
The Bitless Bridle by 
Dr. Cook PHS Saddlery
5220 Barrett Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80926
719.576.4786
BitlessBridle.com
 
 
 
 

The Hitching Post Tack Shop
11403 Main Street, #1390
Middletown, KY 40243
502.245.4672
HitchingPostTack.com
The Tack Shop of Lexington
1510 Newtown Pike, Suite 124
Lexington, KY 40511
859.368.0810
TackShopofLexington.com
The Tackeria
13501 S. Shore Blvd.
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.2012
Tackeria.com
The Tacky Horse
171 N. Alpha Bellbrook Road
Beavercreek, OH  45434
937.427.0797
TheTackyHorse.com
Wise Choice Tack
1019 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40508
859.224.8976
TRAINERS
Gingerich Horsemanship
Luke Gingerich
7785 Converse Huff Road
Plain City, OH 43064
GingerichHorsemanship.com
Dora Hebrock
Certified Straightness Training 
Instructor
330.803.2043
Laura Kosiorek-Smith
A Stone’s Throw Farm
Northeast Ohio
814.434.0914
Angela Moore
Stealaway Farm
9317 Johnstown-Alexandria 
Road, NW
Johnstown, OH 43031
614.989.9029
Parelli Natural Horsemanship
800.642.3335
Parelli.com
Stephanie Portman
Shirley Krames-Kopas
Quiet Meadow Farm
Novelty, OH
440.636.3813
QuietMeadowFarmOhio.com
Poulin Dressage
Kate Poulin
Chagrin Falls, OH
386.624.3968
KatePoulin.com
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Puthoff Performance Horses
Lynne Puthoff
3275 South Shiloh Road
Laura, OH 45337
937.546.1505
Brendan Wise Equestrian
The Connection Academy
Traveler's Rest,  SC
Brendan.Wise.Equine@gmail.com
Bridleless.com

TRANSPORTATION
AirStall
216.235.2409
AirStall.us
EquiJet
International Air Transport
3 Raritan River Road
Califon, NJ 07830
833.378.4538
EquiJet.com

TRANSPORTATION/
TRUCKING
Shuman Specialized 
Transportation
2925 Columbus Avenue
Springfield, OH 45503
937.324.4429
ShumanTransport.com

TRAVEL/TRAIL RIDING/
TOURS
7LazyP Outfitting, LLC
891 Teton Canyon Road
Choteau, MT 59422
406.466.2245
SevenLazyP.com
Giddy Up Getaway
863.593.7606
GiddyUpGetaway.com
Horse Country
Lexington, KY
859.963.1004
VisitHorseCountry.com
 

Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2
Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com
TRUCK/TRAILER 
SALES & SERVICE
Altmeyer’s Trailers
771 State Route 307 East
Jefferson, OH 44047
440.624.0206
AltmeyerTrailers.com
Chuck’s Custom Truck & 
Trailer
750 West Smith Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.723.6029
Ganley Ford
2835 Barber Road,
Norton/Barberton, OH 44203
800.942.6305
GoGanleyFord.com
Leonard Truck & Trailer
12800 Leonard Parkway
North Jackson, OH 44451
800.455.1001
LeonardTrailers.com

VETERINARY 
PROFESSIONALS/ 
HOSPITALS/ 
PHARMACIES
Bella Vista Equine Veterinary 
Services
6320 Darling Road
Blacklick, OH 43004
614.540.0040
BellaVistaEquineVet.com
Buckeye Veterinary Service
16295 Claridon-Troy Road
Burton, OH 44021
440.834.8821
BuckeyeVet.org
 
 

Cleveland Equine Clinic
3340 Webb Road
Ravenna, OH  44266
330.422.0040
ClevelandEquine.com
Countryside Veterinary Center
Laurie Gallatin, DVM, DACVIM
2232 State Route 61
Sunbury, OH 43074
740.965.8111
CountrysideVetCenter.net
Doc Lane’s Veterinary 
Pharmacy
101 Venture Court, Suite 125
Lexington, KY 40511
888.263.2323
DocLanes.com
Equine Specialty Hospital
17434 Rapids Road
Burton, OH  44021
440.834.0811
EquineSpecialtyHospital.com
Hagyard Equine 
Medical Institute
4250 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
859.255.8741
Hagyard.com
Hagyard Pharmacy
4250 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 45011
859.281.9511
HagyardPharmacy.com
Hawthorne Veterinary Clinic
Holly Helbig, DVM
Kaylin Van Dorn, DVM
10435 Jerome Road
Plain City, OH 43064
330.807.2643/614.359.9020
RideWithHawthorneHill.com
Ohio State University
Large Animal Services at 
Marysville
16410 County Home Road
Marysville, OH 43040
937.642.2936
Vet.OSU.edu/Marysville

Ohio State University
Veterinary Medical Center
Galbreath Equine Center
601 Vernon L. Tharp Street
Columbus, OH 43210
614.292.6661
Vet.OSU.edu/VCM/equine
Palm Beach Equine Clinic
13125 Southfields Road
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.1599
EquineClinic.com
Park Equine Hospital
5455 Lexington Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.987.4303
ParkEquineHospital.com
Peterson Smith 
Equine Hospital
4747 SW 60th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34474
352.237.6151
PetersonSmith.com
Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital
2150 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.233.0371
RoodandRiddle.com
The Apothecary HB
A Boutique Mobile Pharmacy
Holly Helbig, DVM
614.706.8935
TheApothecary.VetsFirstChoice.com
Turning Point Integrative 
Veterinary Care, LLC
Michelle Bucci, DVM
937.504.1534
TurningPointVet.com
WEDDING VENUES
Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2
Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com
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