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ONE PRACTICE,
COMPLETE CARE.

Your horse deserves a hfelong partner
for every aspect of their health.

OUR OFFERINGS

& 100 Acre Advanced Fertility Center «f" 24/7 Emergency Services
& Multi-Specialty Referral Hospital & Advanced Imaging
« In-House Diagnostic Laboratory AND SO MUCH MORE!

G{." PetersonSmith

Equine Hospital + Complete Care

Main Hospital: 4747 SW é0th Ave, Ocala, FL 34474 e 352.237.6151
Advanced Fertility Center: 15107 SE 47th Ave, Summerfield, FL 34491 ® 352.307.3000
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ABOUT THE COVER

his issue’s cover showcases Sylvia

Zerbini surrounded by her

renowned Grand Liberté team
of horses. Pictured (L-R) are Rico, an
Andalusian stallion and 2019 Breyer Horse
Special Edition; Arabians Alidar, Chagal,
and Gazzi; Beijo, a half-Arabian, half-
Andalusian; and Tonner, an Andalusian.
Trueno, another Andalusian stallion not
pictured, completes her lead team and
was honored as the 2024 Breyer Horse
Special Edition.

Arabians and Andalusians—two of the
most intelligent breeds—have been central
to Sylvia’s rise to international acclaim.
One of the first equestrians to perform
with six, then eight horses at Liberty in
the early 1990s, she has since expand-
ed her performances to include more
than twenty horses moving together in
choreographed harmony to music. Each
horse is cued individually by name—and
in French—demonstrating the extraordi-
nary bond and artistry that define Sylvia’s
career.

Photo courtesy of Cavalia
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~FROM THE PUBLISHER

Welcome to the 2026 issue of
Equestrian Directory - Florida Edition!

Equestrian Directory was created for YOU -
owners, riders, professionals, and businesses
of all disciplines - to help you connect within
the local horse community. More than just
a business directory, it also features content
on trending topics, the best practices and
innovators in the industry, plus tips from
the pros.
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Erika and Enso

It is with much gratitude that we present you
with this 2026 issue.

This issue celebrates the artistry of Sylvia Zerbini, a ninth-generation performer whose
breathtaking equestrian theater in Williston, Florida, has captivated audiences worldwide.
At her Grande Liberté Theater, Zerbini brings together more than twenty horses in
spellbinding Liberty performances that showcase the profound bond between human and
horse. Now, with the release of her new book, The Greatest Horse Trainer on Earth, she shares
her remarkable journey and the wisdom behind her craft, offering readers an intimate look
at the passion and vision that have made her a true icon in the equestrian world. We are
honored to present Where Horses Learn to Fly: Inside Sylvia Zerbini’s World of Freedom and
Connection.

‘We are proud to feature TerraNova Equestrian Center, nestled in Myakka City, Florida -
a world-class venue blending state-of-the-art facilities with the natural beauty of the
region. From its exceptional, modern arenas to its commitment to excellence, TerraNova
has quickly become a premier destination for equestrian competition and community.
Known for hosting top-tier events, it’s a welcoming hub for riders of all levels. TerraNova
Equestrian Center: Where World-Class Competition Meets Harmony with Nature will inspire
you to plan your visit!

The Vluggen Institute, located in the equestrian hub of Ocala, Florida, stands as a
premier center for equine osteopathy education. Established by Janek Vluggen, the
Institute offers a fully accredited professional program for those pursuing certification in
this holistic discipline of equine health. Guided by Janek’s vision, the Institute emphasizes
the synergy between equine osteopathy and traditional veterinary medicine, creating a
comprehensive, whole-horse approach to care. Janek’s greatest passion lies in mentoring
the next generation of practitioners, ensuring that this integrated philosophy continues to
shape the future of equine wellness. To learn more, see: Inside Out - The Vluggen Institute for
Equine Osteopathy and Education.

Special thanks to the equestrians who generously shared their stories and the businesses
that enthusiastically supported this issue.

‘We hope you find this to be an invaluable resource and ask you to please
support our advertisers, without whom this complimentary directory would not
be possible.

We are passionate about our planet. a‘bil
For every page we print, we replant trees!

printreleaf
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Equine Hospital + Complete Core

~ FROM LAB TO LIFE

-
Continuous observation. Absolute trust. Complete care.
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TRUE EXCELLENCE DEMANDS CONTROL OF EVERY DETAIL.
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Each feam member goes above and beyond...their consistency,
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By Barb DiPalma

For equestrians, footing
isn't just what's at the surface
level, it's the foundation
of performance, safety,
and long-term soundness.
Whether preparing for
competition or schooling at
home, a horse's every stride
depends on the quality of the
arena surface. At the center
of this equation lies one
essential ingredient: the right
type of sand. Paired with
GGT Footing® high quality
fiber and geotextile products,
the right footing blend can
transform any arena into
a surface that riders and
horses can rely on!
The Role of The Right Sand

While it may seem like a
simple component, the type
of sand used in an arena
makes a world of difference.
The proper sand, with its sub-
angular and durable particles,
provides the structure
necessary for a stable,
shock-absorbing footing.
Unlike rounded sands that
shift and roll, sub-angular
silica grains mesh properly,
and work seamlessly with
textile fibers. The result is
a surface that minimizes
dust, reduces concussion on
horses’ legs, and maintains
consistency through every
stride. Choosing quality sand
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is the first step in building a
footing system that enhances
both equine performance
and safety. It ensures the
surface remains stable and
drainable in all conditions—
whether absorbing the
impact of a jumper’s landing
or supporting the precision of
a dressage movement.
Footing for Every Discipline
GGT Footing® has become
a trusted name worldwide by
offering blends that meet the
unique demands of different
disciplines. Competition
Blends provide extra stability
for collected work while
offering cushion for extended
gaits. The surface allows
horses to push off with ease,
giving riders the confidence
needed for precision
movements. Jumper blends
are engineered for balance,
grip and cushion, reducing the
risk of slips while supporting
explosive power on takeoff
and landing. Custom blends
ensure that each arena
matches the client's climate,
sand type, and performance
goals. Whether the arena
is used for multi-discipline
training or specialized
competition, we can make the
perfect fiber and geotextile
blend for you. By tailoring
blends to discipline specific
needs, GGT Footing® helps

2026

Better;f“ HOn
Why the nght Sand and GGT Foot1ng®
Make All the Difference

riders get the very best from
their horses.
Beyond the Surface: Mats
and Arena Conditioners

Of course, great footing
doesn't stop with fibers and
sand. We also offer arena
matting systems and arena
conditioners to complete the
system. Arena mats act as a
stable base layer, preventing
footing from migrating and
helping to protect the base
aggregates. Not only do they
extend the life of the surface,
but they also enhance shock
absorption—protecting
horses’ joints and reducing
maintenance demands. GGT
Footing Arena Conditioners
make daily upkeep simple.
With options for leveling,
loosening, and compacting
footing, these tools ensure
that the surface stays
consistent. Models are
available with features such
as track clearers, aggressive
teeth, and a variety of roller
options, giving facility
owners professional level
maintenance at their
fingertips.
Quality That's Affordable

One of our biggest
advantages is that we
combine premium quality
with affordability. Compared
to many other systems, we
deliver long-term value by

minimizing dust, reducing
water use, and requiring less
frequent sand and footing
replacement. Facility owners
often find that the initial
investment pays for itself by
protecting both horses and
riders while saving money
over time.

Details That Matter

An arena isn't just another
piece of equipment; it's
where riders train, compete,
and build lasting partnerships
with their horses. Every
detail—from the proper base
construction, through the
sand beneath the surface,
to the conditioners that
maintain it—shapes the
quality of that experience.
With GGT Footing®,
those details are carefully
considered, offering
equestrians footing that
performs, protects, and lasts.
Whether constructing a
new arena or upgrading an
existing one, we will provide
expertise, products, and value
to bring the project to life.
Because when the footing is
right, everything else falls into
place.

For consultations and
quotes call Barb DiPalma,
USA Retail Sales Manager, at
864-804-8664 or email
barb.dipalma@polysols.com
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Supplements, English,
Western & Racing Tack,
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THE LIBERTY EVENT OF THE YEAR
INTIMATE |  ELEVATED |  IMMERSIVE

OCTOBER:9-11; | LEXINGTON; KY.

PAST PRESENTERS INCLUDE:

Amber Marshall, Dan James, Warwick Schiller, Ben Atkinson,

Pat Parelli, Steve Rother, Tik Maynard, Fredéric Pignon &

Magali Delgado. SCAN HERE

wwaw libertyfestival.com TO BUY TICKETS
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SCHOOL OF EQUINE STUBIES

SCHEDULE A VISIT
VISIT THE MAIN CAMPUS AND THE EQUESTRIAN CENTER

lec.edu/visit

391 W. WASHINGTON ST, PAINESVILLE, OH | LEC.EDU/SCHOOL-OF-STREAMS/

For More Information contact Kelsea Minks | Coordinator of Equine Studies |
kminks@lec.edu | 440-375-8020

START YOUR JOURNEY
3 WAYS TO APPLY

SCANCODE  Mg2sm
VISIT LECEDU e @
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TAMPA’'S PREMIER FULL-SERVICE EQUESTRIAN FACILITY

Experience tranquil, oak-lined grounds adjacent to hundreds of Tampa’s
award-winning restaurants, hotels, and beaches in one of the nation’s
most desirable year-round destinations.

EXPANSIVE 23 ACRES FEATURING:

* Three Outdoor Rings * TECO Arena: Indoor premium space with bleachers
* Five Horse Barns: Renovated with 471 Stalls & ¢ Open-air, Covered Arena
Wash Racks ¢ Indoor Climate-controlled Pavilion

® Onsite: Camping, Hay and Shavings, Golf Cart Rentals.

Celebrating new LED lighting throughout,
new ringside booths, state-of-the-art audio
systems and updated footing in the
central Grand Prix arena.

£ FLORIDA STATE |m
g FAIRGROUNDS |

i TAMPA § «
4800 US Hwy. 301 North

¥ 4 Tampa, FL 33610

FLORIDASTATEFAIR.COM/EQUESTRIAN 813.477.3136
14 2026
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Loaded with ground flax, beet pulp and whole grains.

. The only treat with a “Pill Dimple®”

Makes administering medication so easy.

& A great reward/training tool
Even the most finicky horse cannot resist
the aroma and taste of Dimples®.

Available at quality tack & feed stores nationwide!
www.dimpleshorsetreats.com ¢ 859-384-1058

www.Dimpleshorsetreats.com
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‘| think horses are the
best therapists In the
world, I genuinely
believe that horses
s DOSSESS a remarkable
=2 sense of kindness and
empathy. They come
> o you with kindness,
“#Z  with grace’
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Champion Barrel Racer
A Pinnacle of Resilience In and Out of the Saddle

by Anna Sochocky

isa Murray knows a
L thing or two about

resilience. As a twenty-
three-year law enforcement
officer and a two-time
National Barrel Horse
Association Senior 2D World
Champion, Murray faced
formidable opponents on
the job and in the arena. Yet,
weeks before her highest
point of success, a far more
daunting foe threatened to
not only unravel her victories
in the saddle, but also in her
life.

The Making of a
Barrel Race Champion

Bitten by the bug early,
Murray’s parents bought her
a Paint pony at an auction.
Bucking her off at every
opportunity, she participated
in gymkhanas with Western
riding speed events before
her family moved to a small
community in Massachu-
setts. Murray’s early years
wrangling her pony paved
the way for her accomplish-
ments in hunter-jumper
competitions, as well as
three-day event trials and
fox hunting, where riders
followed a scent rather than
the animal.

After her parents devel-
oped a love of Arabians, Mur-
ray began showing the breed
in both English and Western
pleasure classes under sad-
dle. After her father’s death
when Murray was eleven
years old, she found solace
in the barn brushing her

Left: Champion Lisa Murray
poses with her blossoming
partner, Commandery.

Photo courtesy of National Barrel
Horse Racing Association
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Lisa Murray and her six-year-old Commandery were

Photo by David Rosenthal
-
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reserve champions at the National Barrel Racing World
Championships two years ago.

horse, smelling its coat, and
cleaning stalls. Quiet, soli-
tary times in the barn taught
Murray the power of a horse
to carry a person through
difficult times, a lesson that,
even in her darkest moments
later in life, no human could
teach.

A Four-Legged
Tempest

‘When Murray bought her
off-the-track Quarter Horse as
a four-year-old, she wondered
whether she had made the
right decision. A blur of muscle

and motion, the horse was a
spectacle of raw power and
potential, and would become
her champion barrel racing
partner.

Bred for speed, Spit Curl
Brown-whose barn name is
Diesel-had a record on the
track almost as stellar as his
later reputation rounding
barrels. Murray’s introduction
to barrel racing, courtesy of a
friend, piqued her curiosity.
Convinced to try barrel racing
with a mare she had planned
to sell, Murray was hooked

2026

from the start.

“It was so much fun with
the adrenaline, and the
connection between me and
my horse was something I
had never felt before. It was
different than going over
fences, a different feeling.
Being a jumper gave me a good
seat, although I had to learn to
ride more Western and not so
forward. Diesel and I went to
our first world championship
in 2017

The following year,

Murray and Diesel became
the barrel racing pair to

beat. Collecting buckles and
championships like bees
mine nectar, Murray looked
forward with anticipation and
hard work to the 2018 World
Championships.

Yet, Murray’s dizzying
heights of victory would
plummet into a health crisis,
one that spun out of control,
threatening her life both on
and off the saddle.

The Day the
World Tilted

Not having the means to
hire people to train Diesel
and her other horses, Murray
takes pride in her work,
transitioning her horses from
racing to competing in barrel
racing. She cites her years in
Pony Club as providing her
with a solid foundation in
equestrian skills.

“Leading up to the World
Championships, I was living
in the barn. I was working full-
time as a sheriff at the Palm
Beach County Sheriff’s Office
and worked a lot of hours. We
installed lights on my property
so I could work my horse,
Diesel.”

However, six weeks

Continued on page 18

17



Seasoned in the champ

Continued from page 17
before the opening of the
championships, Murray began
experiencing aggressive
neurological symptoms at work.
As Murray describes it, she
was sitting at her desk, typing
and chatting with co-workers
when her body started to shake.
In a matter of seconds, her
body exploded into a torrent
of involuntary spasms. A tide
of sickness erupted from her
stomach into an uncontrollable
wave of vomiting that broke
without warning.

Overcome by dizziness,

nship arena,
Lisa Murray's horse, Diesel knows his job.

Lisa Mury and her horse
Spit Curl Brown, aka Diesel
clocking another win.

Photo by Phifer

o

walk or talk on her own, Murray an answer when she was

found herself on a medical
merry-go-round, insisting that
her symptoms were real. For
months, her life was a blur of
scans, blood draws, and dead-
end conversations.

The terrifying episode at
Murray’s desk marked the
beginning of what would
become a medical odyssey.

“I'was constantly dismissed
to the point where I was having
anxiety attacks. I was slurring
my speech. I couldn’t even walk
a straight line properly. I was
like a drunken sailor at eight

diagnosed with multiple

sclerosis. Beside herself with

the news and fearing that

the diagnosis would end her

dream of traveling to the world

championship that year or any

year, it would be Murray’s deep

bond with her horse, Diesel, that

would prove the doctors wrong.
Crafting a plan centered

on her horses, Murray’s

determination to return to

the barn, not just to ride but

to fight for the life she wanted,

congealed. Murray knew her

horses were more than partners

' thought If there was any cure for MS,
it would be In my damn barn, because
horses are my drug.

her head spun like a wheel,

and Murray lost her ability to
speak, stand, walk, or hold a
pen. Professionally trained to
respond in an emergency, her
colleagues rushed to her aid and
called 911.

Emergency room doctors
ordered a battery of tests that
proved inconclusive, although
a stroke was ruled out. After a
three-day hospitalization and
no closer to an answer, Murray
was discharged. Still unable to

18

in the morning. It was very
frustrating. Doctors told me I
probably wouldn't be able to
ride again.”

Murray, refusing to walk
away from her horses or trying
toreceive an accurate diagnosis,
scheduled a meeting with a
neurologist at the Weston,
Florida outpost of the Cleveland
Clinic. After months of feeling
like a lone coyote crying into
the wind and more thorough
testing, Murray finally had

2026

in the arena. They were her
partners in a battle for her life.

A Fire Refusing to be
Extinguished

Ruminating in the hospital
and later bedridden, Murray
recovered from the MS
symptom flare with a dose
of steroids to tamp down the
inflammation in her central
nervous system. Beside herself,
Murray’s balance was still off,
and the prospect of being strong
enough to saddle her horse and

Photo by David Rosenthal
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A LT

Murray's horse Commandery pauses for his
rider's cue.

ride seemed like climbing a
mountain in the clouds.

“When I had the episode that
landed me in the hospital, all I
could think was, oh, my God,
we're training so hard. This is
what Iwant. And I'm telling
you, when I got home from the
hospital, I was so upset and
frustrated that  would go down
to the barn and pet Diesel. My
son was riding him for me. I
didn’t know what to do. Iwas
scheduled to go to the world
championship, but I could
barely walk a straight line.”

When Murray finally decided
to try to mount her horse, she
had reduced feeling in her
left leg and used a block on
Diesel’s right side to get on his
back. Murray found herself
contending with optic neuritis,
a symptom of multiple sclerosis
where inflammation of the optic
nerve results in pain and vision
loss. Losing her peripheral
vision, Murray compensated
by rotating her head to see
approaching obstacles.

“He was so patient with me.
He took such good care of me.
He was amazing. Horses are
smart. He knew something
was wrong with me. There
was a local barrel race, like
alocal show, and I attended
it. I decided then and there
that I would go to the world
championships. My doctors said
Ishouldn’t drive because it was
anine-hour trip, and the stress



wasn't good for me. There were
many questions about where I
was going and how debilitating
the competition would be. I
thought if there was any cure
for MS, it would be in my damn
barn, because horses are my
drug.”

Murray and Diesel’s
crowning moment of success
arrived contrary to medical
opinion when the team won
the National Barrel Horse
Association’s Senior 2D
Championship and the open
3D division. The following
year, in 2019, Murray repeated
her wins in both divisions.

Finding a
New Finish Line

Murray acknowledges that
she still wrestles with her
balance, noting that at the
Florida State Championships
last June, she lost feeling in her
left leg while riding her new
horse, Commander, who had
recently come off the racetrack.

“That was a tough ride. My
new horse is a baby, so he’s
not ready to take care of me.
He’s still learning. We made it
through, though. These horses
give me such a reason not to
give up. Even when I don't have
feeling in my left leg, it’s like
there’s a fire inside of me. [ want
to be with them because they
make me feel better. After all
the world championships with
Diesel, my son has grown, and I
gave him my champion horse. I
had a couple of other horses that
I'was trying, but we didn't click.
Then, three years ago, [ got a
gray horse named Command-
ery. He was also off the track
and out of Texas. He’s even more
of a fire-breathing dragon than
Diesel! Still, he’s coming along
and gives me a new reason to
keep trying and to not give up,
even on my worst days. They
give me a reason to not think
about my multiple sclerosis and
areason to get out of bed.”

Murray notes that horses
live in the present and
acknowledges their perception

Photo courtesy of CC Photos
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Lisa Murray and Diesel bask in a well-deserved victory claiming the 2D World and 3D National
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Barrel Horse Association's World Championship wins in the open finals in Perry, Georgia.

as a gift. While people tend to
worry about the future and
obsess over the past, Murray
believes her horses keep her
grounded.

“I made the same mistakes,
but Ilive in the ‘now’ these
days. I'm happier. I think I'm
healthier because I don’'t have
all the nonsense in my head
all the time. My alarm goes off

she might be bedridden, or she
could just as easily be walking.
Multiple sclerosis is a game of
chance, and people living with
the disease don’t always draw a
full house.

“I'think horses are the best
therapists in the world.
I genuinely believe that horses
possess a remarkable sense of
kindness and empathy. They

"These horses give me such a
reason not to give up. Even when
| don't have feeling in my left leg,
it's like there's a fire inside of me.

| want to be with them because

they make me feel better!

at 6:30 a.m. My horses need
me. They're waiting for me to
get down to the barn. They’re
waiting for their grain and hay.
Stalls have to be cleaned. My
horses give me a purpose that
even my job didn't give me.”
Murray concedes that her
future might not always be
filled with championship wins
and days training horses. A day
may come when Murray says

come to you with kindness, with
grace. Even the biggest horses
I've seen bring out a calmness in
a person.

Horses are very empathetic,
and they’re forgiving. They
live in the moment and take
everything in, like when you're
hurting or anxious.

Sometimes I feel like I'm
normal, but I feel most at ease
when I'm with my horses. I don't
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have stress. My anxiety is gone,
even when I'm at the biggest
horse show competition. There’s
something about these horses.
They don’t know what will
happen tomorrow. They don’t
know that I spent half my salary
on the next horse show, or that
I'm going to eat Ramen noodles
because they are eating their
thirty-five-dollar bag of grain.
All they know is that I love them
and that they depend on me.
Irely on them even more. My
horses give me the purpose I
want and need to have a future.”

Anna Sochocky earned her
Master of Arts degree in Creative
Writing and graduated Magna
Cum Laude. As an equine writer,
Sochocky specializes in articles on
Horses, Health, and History. With
this unique brand, she has carved a
successful niche in the professional
equine writing community as the
sole proprietor of Equi-Libris LLC.
Herwriting has appeared in Equus
Magazine, Western Horseman, Horse
Illustrated, The Chronicle of the
Horse Untacked, Sidelines Magazine,
Horse and Style Magazine, and The
Horse Magazine. She has received
awards from the American Horse
Publications, the New Mexico Press
Women, and the National Federation
of Press Women.
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Melissa Boutin Eventing
Uses GG Equine to Keep
Horses Healthy, Happy,
and Performing Their Best

Based in Quebec,
Melissa Boutin is a 4-star
eventing rider, licensed High
Performance Coach with
Equestrian Canada, and the
head trainer and manager at
Ferme BGR. When she's not
training horses or competing,
she works full-time in finance
as an investment advisor
and associate portfolio
manager. Balancing a
demanding professional
career and a thriving
eventing program means
that efficiency matters—and
any product that makes barn
management easier quickly
earns a place on her must-
have list.

Melissa believes
turnout isn't a luxury; it's
a philosophy. “We're lucky
to have a farm with lots of
pasture, and | believe even
upper-level horses should
have as much turnout as
possible,” Melissa explains.
“But with our warmblood
geldings being easy keepers,
we needed a way to let them
graze while keeping weight
in check. As eventers, the
last thing we want is extra
pounds to carry on cross-
country.”

That balance between
freedom and fitness led her
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to GG Equine, a discovery
that quickly changed daily
life at her barn.

Freedom to Graze,
Room to Breathe

Melissa had tried different
grazing muzzles before,
but none checked every
box, so she kept looking.
“While researching grazing
muzzles, | found GreenGuard
and loved the concept. It's
roomy, airy, and light,” she
says. “The horses adapted
immediately and even looked
forward to wearing them
because they knew it meant
pasture time."

It wasn't long before
several of Melissa's 4-star
eventers were wearing
GreenGuard muzzles. The
results were clear: leaner,
healthier athletes enjoying
longer turnout without
overgrazing. “They've been
total life-savers for so many
of our horses,” she says.
“The durability is amazing.
These muzzles are worth
the investment and hold up
season after season.”

A Smarter Way
to Feed Hay

While GreenGuard muzzles
revolutionized turnout, GG
Equine's HayPlay Bags
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improved hay feeding. “For
years, every stall had a hay
net to reduce waste,” she
says. "But the HayPlay Bag
changed everything. It's easy
to load, thanks to the large
top opening, and far more
durable than any net we've
ever used—and we've tried
alot!”

According to Melissa,
the HayPlay Bag's design
is “easier on their teeth, the
airflow is better, and it helps
reduce dust and hay chaff.
It's just a better system all
around.” Now, every stall
at MBE has a HayPlay Bag.
Feeding is cleaner, horses
stay occupied longer, and
waste is minimal.

*HayPlay Bag
Photo by Horse

Better Equine
Management

As a professional eventer
and barn manager, Melissa
has to balance performance,
nutrition, and time. She says
these products help her
do all three. “The Grazing
Muzzle and HayPlay Bag are
incredible tools for managing
weight and extending eating
time,” she says.

They also make
management smoother. I
don't have to constantly
adjust feed plans or worry
about who's eating too
much. My horses stay
balanced, and | get more
peace of mind.”

Bella’s Transformation

Among her horses, one
story stands out: Bella, a
recipient mare who arrived
in 2020. “She wasn't just
overweight, she was obese,”
Melissa recalls. “But | still
wanted her to enjoy group
turnout. Just by wearing
the GreenGuard muzzle,
she came back to a healthy
weight within months. She
moved better, felt better, and
was visibly happier.”

Bella wore the muzzle 24/7
without rubs or irritation.
"“She never tried to remove
it and seemed perfectly
content. It truly changed her
life."

Why GG Equine Is a
Professional’s Choice

Beyond the products,
Melissa praises the GG
Equine team for their
support. “The customer
service is top-notch.
Whether you have a fit
question, a rub issue, or
a Houdini horse trying to
outsmart the system, they've
seen it all and will help you
find a solution.”

Durability is another major
advantage. “Everything
GG Equine makes is built
to last. That matters when
you're managing a barn
full of active horses. It's an
investment that lasts, and
that's rare these days."

Healthy Horses,
Happier Humans

Asked how she'd describe
GG Equine to another
professional or horse
owner, Melissa doesn't
hesitate. “Life-changing.
These products help horses
stay healthy while living
more naturally, and that's
something every horse
owner, from weekend rider
to eventing professional, can
appreciate.”

Learn more at GG-Equine.
com: the smarter way to
graze, feed, and thrive.
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Make Your Next Horse an

EX-RACEHORSE!

Offering Thoroughbreds and
Standardbreds to Approved Homes.

.

NEW VOCATIONS

Racehorse Adoption Program

Kentucky | Ohio | Florida
Fennsylvania | Louisiana | New York

newvocations.org | 859.252.9574 | a 501 (c) (3) public charity
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TerraNova Equestrian Center

Where World-Class Competition
Meets Harmony with Nature _%
1

Y

by Sarah Welk Baynum

et in picturesque Myakka
S City—Florida’s Gulf

Coast countryside—
is the uniquely designed
and thoughtfully managed
TerraNova Equestrian Center.
This premier equestrian
destination is a place where
riders can “live, ride, compete”
seamlessly.

Purity of sport, harmony
with nature, and a commit-
ment to excellence form the
core values that shape every
aspect of TerraNova’s vision and
operations. Hosting its inau-
gural event in 2021, the facility
combines rural charm with
world-class amenities, creating
a serene equestrian haven for
both horses and riders.

Just a short drive from
Sarasota, TerraNova’s location
offers the best of both worlds
with a local, vibrant arts scene,
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award-winning beaches, fine
dining, and convenient access
to multiple airports.

While the location and
grounds of the facility are both
convenient and breathtaking,
it’s the diverse and well-round-
ed event programming across
numerous disciplines that
further sets it apart.

World-Class Facilities
and an Expansive
Calendar of Events

TerraNova boasts six
all-weather arenas and a
sprawling cross-country
course—all built with preci-
sion to ensure safety, optimal
performance, and natural
beauty.

“I think TerraNova’s harmo-
ny with nature really reso-
nates with our guests—and the
horses feel it too,” says Ruby
Tevis, TerraNova’s Director
of Marketing and Communi-
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cations. “It’s peaceful here.
There’s plenty of grass for
grazing, shady oak trees,

and room to relax—whether
you're hand-grazing, using
one of our reservable turnout
paddocks, or taking a hack
on the cross-country course.
The barns are also quiet and
calm—especially at night. Our
barn design, footed horse

Photos by Jessica Buehler Photography

paths, and layout prioritize
safety and comfort so that
horses can settle in easily.
We've created an atmosphere
where the horses truly come
first, without sacrificing a
spectator-friendly experience
for everyone else.”
TerraNova’s facility includes
a 300x420 main arena, two
200%300 arenas, a 175x300




arena, and a spacious 175x600
arena. Additional features
include VIP pavilions, perma-
nent stabling, multiple wash
racks, a show office with a
rider lounge, and a scenic four-
acre lake that supports both
drainage and irrigation.

Since opening, TerraNova
Equestrian Center has steadi-
ly expanded its calendar to
meet the needs of a diverse
range of riders and disciplines.
Originally established as a
premier venue for dressage
and eventing, TerraNova has
since evolved into a multidisci-
plinary equestrian destination.

Now, TerraNova hosts a
hunter/jumper winter series,
numerous rated dressage
competitions, and CCI-recog-
nized three-day events each
year, including the prestigious
CCI4*L—one of the highest
levels of eventing available in
Florida outside of international
competition.

“We’ve really expanded in
every direction,” says Tevis.
“We host a couple of three-
day events—one in the spring
and the other in the fall. Our
fall three-day event includes
the CCI4*-L, which is a huge
spectator draw. There are
only a handful of venues in
the country that run eventing
competitions at that level, so
we're proud to offer that kind
of opportunity to riders right
here in Florida.”

While TerraNova offers an
impressive calendar of events,
each competition is thought-
fully tailored to provide a
personalized experience.

“What really sets us apart
from some of the other larger
facilities—whether in Florida or
elsewhere—is that TerraNova
remains a boutique venue.

‘We focus on one discipline
competition at a time, rather
than running hunter/jumper
in one arena and dressage

in another, which means
competitors aren’t sharing
space or stabling across

disciplines,” says Tevis. “When
you're here, it’s all about you,
your horse, and your sport.
Each competition gets our

full attention, creating a truly
customized and high-quality
experience.”

TerraNova is also deeply
committed to giving back to
the community. “For every
volunteer who works at our
events, the TerraNova

Equestrian Foundation donates smooth and welcoming for both

$20 to a local charity. Sup-
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porting causes that matter
has always been part of our
mission at TerraNova, and it’s
something we proudly contin-
ue each year,” says Tevis.

Introducing Combined
Driving and Para
Dressage at TerraNova

In 2025, TerraNova Eques-
trian Center added another
equestrian sport to its calendar
of events—combined driving.

The addition marks a mile-
stone not just for the facility,
but for the entire West Coast of
Florida. Held in January 2025,
the event served as the first FEI
Combined Driving Event (CDE)
of the year, attracting compet-
itors from across the U.S. and
Canada. The marathon phases
were staged on TerraNova’s
cross-country course—in-
cluding newly constructed
permanent obstacles alongside
portable ones.

“It’s the perfect way to kick
off the winter season—whether
you're testing new teams, mov-
ing up a level, or simply easing
back into competition,” says
Tevis. “Marc Johnson designed
a fantastic CDE course, and the
community really showed up
for it. We had some of our high-
est attendance ever at the VIP
hospitality brunch, and it was
clear there was a lot of local
excitement about the event. It
was also an honor to have Mis-
dee Wrigley-Miller—Team USA
gold medalist and owner of the
Sarasota Polo Club—competing
and supporting the event.”

In May 2025, TerraNova
also proudly hosted its first
para dressage competition,
furthering its mission to
support the full spectrum
of equestrian sports. The
event highlighted the
talent of top para-athletes
while also showcasing
TerraNova’s intentionally
designed showgrounds, where
accessibility and a thoughtful
layout made the experience

Continued on page 26
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Continued from page 25

competitors and spectators.
“Bringing para dressage to
TerraNova reflects our strong
commitment to growing both
dressage and para dressage
in the U.S.,” says Tevis. “Our
facilities were designed with
accessibility in mind—from
the barns and arenas to the
bathrooms and hospitality
areas. The feedback from our
para riders was incredibly
positive, and the local
community really embraced
the chance to watch, learn,
and support the sport. It’s not
something people see every
day, and we're excited to keep
building on that momentum.”
In addition, the Young
Horse Trial, featuring only
dressage and cones phases,
further reflected TerraNova’s
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commitment to supporting up-

and-coming equine talent.

A Premier Hunter/
Jumper Experience for
Every Level

Since debuting in March
2022, the TerraNova Winter
Series has quickly established
itself as one of Florida’s
premier winter circuits and
a standout destination on
the west coast. Spanning
five consecutive weeks, the
TerraNova Winter Series
features national hunter
divisions, Level 5 jumpers,
and recurring FEI CSI2*
Grand Prix competitions. The
finale week includes circuit
championship awards and
special classes for young
horses.

The 2025 season brought
exciting new additions,
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including the $25,000
TerraNova Young Jumper

Championship and the $10,000

Young Hunter Finals, offering
valuable experience for up-
and-coming horses and riders.
With classes ranging from 2'6”
derbies to international-level
jumpers, the series delivers
generous prize money and

a high-caliber, yet friendly,
environment for competitors
at every level.

The thoughtfully curated
series even attracts top talent
from across the country to
compete in an environment
that blends world-class sport
with a friendly, supportive
atmosphere.

“Our Winter Series has
really grown year after year,”
says Tevis. “We host FEI
CSI2* Grand Prixs, which
are featured throughout the

Photo by Jessica Buehler Photography

series. They bring some of the
country’s top athletes—as well
as a few international riders.
‘We've had names like Beezie
Madden, Laura Kraut, and
Kent Farrington show here.
This series also provides a
welcoming environment for
young or second-string horses
to gain valuable experience
with less pressure.”

For both riders and horses,
TerraNova provides the ideal
stepping stone between
Florida’s local shows and the
other prominent circuits in
Wellington or Ocala—which
are each just 3 hours away.

‘While top riders may not
always bring their Olympic
mounts, they often compete
with promising horses on
the rise. “It’s exciting for our
audience to see that kind of
talent up close and imagine



that they might be watching
the next Olympic prospect.”

As TerraNova’s reputation
expands, it’s evolving beyond
a competition venue into a
trusted hub for developing
young horses and building
rider confidence across all
levels.

“I think TerraNova is
carving out a real niche as
ayoung horse development
facility. The calm atmosphere,
manageable class sizes, and
supportive environment give
horses a great experience in
the show ring,” says Tevis.

“It’s also less intimidating

for amateurs and first-time
Grand Prix riders, even though
we're running Level 5-rated
competitions. We've created

a space that’s welcoming to
riders of all ages, levels, and
backgrounds. It’s high-quality
competition without the
stress—and that’s something
people really value.”

The Estates at
Terranova

Set across more than 1,000
acres of rolling Gulf Coast
pastures, The Estates at
TerraNova are now available
and present a rare opportunity
to own a spacious country
estate—ranging from five to
twenty acres—in a serene,
nature-rich environment.

This private equestrian
enclave blends timeless design
with functionality, offering a
lifestyle that feels secluded and
peaceful, yet still conveniently
close to the amenities of
Sarasota and Lakewood Ranch.

“The Estates at TerraNova are
designed for like-minded horse
people who value harmony
with nature and a world-class
equestrian lifestyle,” says Tevis.
“It’s a place to deeply connect
with your horse and return
to the roots of why we do this.
You can custom-build your
dream home or barn—whether
it’s your full-time residence
or a seasonal getaway. What

makes us stand out from other
equestrian communities is that
we allow boarding and training
businesses. Our location

offers easy access to all of
Florida’s major show circuits—
Wellington and Ocala are each
just three hours away.”

At its core, the Estates share
TerraNova’s guiding ethics:
Purity of Sport, Harmony with
Nature, and Commitment to
Excellence. Designed for riders
of all levels, the community
pairs thoughtful architecture
with a natural setting that suits
both horses and families.

Beyond the TerraNova
Show Grounds:
Cultural Coast

Between competitions, visitors
staying at TerraNova can take
advantage of everything the
surrounding area has to offer.
“There’s so much happening
in the Sarasota and Bradenton
area—such as our world-class
beaches,” says Tevis. “Living or
staying on this part of the coast
offers a diverse lifestyle, and
we're just a short drive from it
all. TerraNova’s location really
feels like it’s at the center of
everything, while still being
peacefully removed from the
hustle. You can ride your horse
in the morning and watch
the sunset at the beach in the
evening—it truly doesn’t get any
better than that.”

The Sarasota-Bradenton
region, known as Florida’s
“Cultural Coast,” offers a
rich blend of arts, dining,
and outdoor adventure. Just
minutes away, the Village of the
Arts in Bradenton welcomes
visitors with colorful galleries,
studios, and cafes where artists
showcase painting, pottery,
and photography. For live
performances, the Sarasota
Opera House and Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall feature
world-class productions ranging
from opera and ballet to concerts
and Broadway shows.

Shoppers and food lovers

can head to Waterside Place at
Lakewood Ranch, a community
filled with boutiques,
restaurants, and weekly events,
such as Ranch Nite Wednesdays,
which features food trucks, live
music, and family-friendly fun.
University Town Center Mall
also delivers a premier retail
experience with over 150 stores
and special holiday attractions.

For those who want to enjoy
the Florida outdoors, TerraNova
is surrounded by some of the
state’s most beloved natural
escapes. Siesta Key Beach and
Lido Key Beach boast turquoise
waters and powdery white sand,
while nearby Bradenton Beach
on Anna Maria Island captures
the nostalgic charm of “Old
Florida.”

Adventurers can explore
Myakka River State Park, one
of the state’s oldest and largest
natural preserves, home to
wetlands, prairies, and more
than 200 species of birds.

Family-Friendly
Features & Visitor
Amenities

TerraNova goes beyond
competition by offering a wide
range of additional amenities
and visitor experiences.

“We've started to build
our own traditions here at
TerraNova,” says Tevis. “From
our welcome party with a free
dinner during show weeks
to the dinosaur races at our
three-day event, we're creating
something that feels both fun
and familiar.”

Families can also enjoy
TerraNova Tiny Town, an
interactive play village
designed just for kids.
Additional attractions include
a dog park complete with
agility equipment for four-
legged companions.

Spectators are welcome
to attend on Saturdays and
Sundays during competition
weeks, with a convenient
shuttle service and scenic
pavilion viewing. Guests can
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enjoy everything from a VIP
ringside brunch to local food
truck fare, and shopping for
distinctive, high-quality items
at the TerraNova Boutique—
offering something for
everyone.

Through its Equilibrium
at TerraNova initiative, the
facility also invites visitors
to experience the power
of the horse-human bond.
These wellness programs
are thoughtfully designed
to promote mindfulness,
connection, and personal
growth—whether you're a
lifelong equestrian or new
to horses. Programs include
equine-assisted learning,
wellness retreats, literacy
initiatives, and themed
youth camps developed in
collaboration with The Mindful
Horse curriculum.

“Between our family-friendly
events and our ongoing support
for local charities, we're
bringing a bit of that old-school
feel back to the horse show
world. Yes, the competition
matters—but we're also here
to remind people that the
experience goes far beyond
the leaderboard,” adds Tevis.
“We want TerraNova to be
different and to feel like a full
experience. One that’s fun,
welcoming, and memorable—
no matter how your round
goes.”

You can explore TerraNova’s
facilities, amenities, and complete
event schedule by visiting terrano-
vaequestrian.com.

Sarah Welk Baynum is a
professional freelance writer
and published equestrian fiction
author based in Columbus, Ohio.
A seasoned professional in the
horse industry, she earned her BS
in Equine Business & Facility Man-
agement from Otterbein Universi-
ty. When she isn’t working on her
next novel or writing for clients,
Sarah enjoys riding and competing
in show jumping and eventing with
her two mares, Tilly and Letty.
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THE HORSE INDUSTRY HAS A VOICE.
MAKE SURE YOURS IS PART OF IT.

Join the American
Horse Council,
where policy meets
horsepower, and the
future is shaped by
those who show up.

The equine industry doesn’t move forward on its own—people like you drive it. The American
Horse Council brings together owners, associations, nonprofits, and industry partners for one
mission: to advocate for the health and welfare of the horse, while using data-driven solutions
to shape federal policy that protects our $177 billion industry.

Your membership or sponsorship is an investment in action. From economic impact studies,
welfare initiatives, and a mind for social license to operate, to federal legislation and
nationwide collaboration, your support ensures horses (and the people who care for them)
have a powerful, informed voice in Washington and beyond.

You get access. You get visibility. You get influence.
And the industry gets stronger—because you chose to be a part of the solution.

Become a member or sponsor today. Shape the industry forever.

.T‘ 1 . e I_.I-lrll. I t.L_.'."'d 'FL’.- ' w '|..,ﬁ' o ﬁ’ﬂi ._ 'i L

PR B 2

HORSECOUNCIL.ORG

1775 Tysons Blvd - 5™ Floor, Suite 4110 - McLean, VA, 22102
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Papa’s

Legacy:

When Love Becomes

Purpose

By Kat Chrysostom

One of the most difficult
decisions | ever made was
to say goodbye to my heart
horse, Papa, on an early
September day in 2015.

It's hard to believe that |
just marked the tenth year
without him. He will forever
be the magnificent, seven-
year-old horse with more
talent and personality

than any horse | have ever
met—and | have met a lot
of wonderful horses.

Unfortunately, Papa suf-
fered from “Wobblers"
syndrome, a terrible pro-
gressive disease that af-
fects the bone surrounding
the spinal cord causing
neurological symptoms,
paralysis, and nerve dam-
age. Of course, severity
varies from case to case,
but for Papa, his was very
severe.

Our bond became the
driving force behind
Benefab®'s entire
therapeutic line. In those
difficult months, | poured
my grief and love into
creating the original Smart
Poll Pad—if | couldn’t cure
Papa, | could at least ease
his discomfort. He became
our patient prototype,
helping me perfect every
detail.

That early September
day was the first time |
had ever held the fate of
another soul in my hands.
The responsibility was

tremendous, and l
the heartache
unbearable. |

would have given
anything to make it
better—to somehow
communicate with
him, to take his place.
| consider myself forever
responsible for that
which | tame, and this
life—so delicately held in
my hands—was mine to
protect.

The vet did her usual
examination and she found
that he had significantly
regressed, admitting his
symptoms were chronic.
Second and third opinions
were sought, all aligned
with the first. Knowing but
not accepting what | had to
do was my modus operandi
with Papa. This time, it was
inevitable—my best friend'’s
body was failing him. No
matter what | did, how hard
| tried, how much money |
spent, or how much love |
gave, the situation would
not change. It was, and will
forever remain, one of the
most difficult decisions of
my life.

| vividly remember
thinking the entire night
before that perhaps faith
would prevail, and he
would be healthy in the
morning. With not a wink of
sleep, | watched the hours
count down on the clock—
closer to the end.

His last day was
paradise, and | mean

paradise.

He ate an

entire bag of his

favorite treats, was turned
out in a beautiful pasture
with lush grass and was
curried in “his spot” for
hours.

As sad as these words
may be to read, always
remember, we are better
to be a week too early than
an hour too late. After the
passing of Papa, | have
found much comfort in
knowing that he is in a
better place and he rests
in peace with no more
suffering.

Although Papa isn't
with me anymore, through
Benefab®, his legacy lives
on—bringing comfort to
animals and peace of mind
to the people who love
them.

Animals are put into
our lives for a reason and
if we let them, they can
better our souls, connect
with our minds, and fill an
emptiness within us.

Shortly after Papa's
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passing, by no coincidence,
| stumbled upon Psalm 36:6:
“Your righteousness is like
the highest mountains, your
justice like the great deep.
You, Lord, preserve both
people and animals.”

| know that other devoted
pet owners struggle with
this decision. If you are
reading this with a decision
to make or one you have
already made, take comfort
in knowing that you have
made the right choice—
don't allow yourself to forget
that. We are our animals’
lifeline and we must be
there for them in the best
of times and the worst of
times.

As importantly, as pet
owners we must support
and comfort each other
knowing that “for everything
there is a season, and a time
for every purpose under
heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

For more information:
benefabproducts.com
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VWhere Horses
Learn to Fly

Inside Sylvia Zerbini's
World of Freedom
and Connection

by Angela Durrell

ucked into a quiet

corner of Central

Florida is Grande
Liberté Farm - as much a
retreat and a haven as it is a
place for equine performance,
collective learning and
instruction. Sylvia Zerbini
has been here since the late
1990s, creating her home as
well as a place where horses
and their people
can come
and

here; it was originally just my
training center,” Zerbini says.
“But it’s just really nice. My
sister was already living here,
and it’s lovely and quiet.”

The whole area is mostly
family; her sister owns a
famous elephant sanctuary
on an adjacent property,
along with several nephews
up and down the quiet drive
featuring a Ringling Bros
train car, a reminder of the

circus family’s past. Part
retreat, part show

"Zerbini has performed
shows and offered
instruction in aerial

disciplines and equine

liberty training to countless
audiences and students
from around the world

learn how to communicate
with each other better.
“My plan was never to live
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amphitheater, and
part aerial training center,
Grande Liberté Farm is where
Zerbini has performed shows
and offered instruction in
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aerial disciplines and equine
liberty training to countless
audiences and students from
around the world.

Drawing on nine
generations of family circus
history and knowledge, as
well as her own lifetime of
experience, her upcoming
book, The Greatest Horse
Trainer on Earth: The Sylvia
Zerbini Story delves into
her rich and exotic circus
upbringing as one of the
greatest trapeze artists and
animal performers, resulting
in her becoming one of, it not
the premier Liberty trainer
and performer in the world
today.

Back in 1998, Robert
Redford made a movie called
“The Horse Whisperer”,

playing a man with an almost

supernatural ability to

connect and communicate

with horses, and audiences

were swooning at both

his methodology of gentle

training and the equally
potent aura of Robert
Redford - which okay, fair. In
any case, gentle training was
popularized by the film.

Sylvia has been working
around horses and exotic
animals, including lions,
tigers, chimps, and
elephants, her entire life,
but she doesn’t call herself a
horse whisperer. “I can tell
you how [ do it, and how it
works for me, and it might
work for you,” she explains,

hoto curtesy of Cavalia
“but I would never call myself
a horse trainer. I feel like I'm
always learning.”

Born into a circus family
that worked and traveled all
over the world, her father,
Tarzan Zerbini, was the
world’s greatest lion tamer and
highest paid circus performer.
Along with Sylvia’s mother,
Jacqueline Zerbini, who was
a tiger tamer and renowned
trapeze artist from France, the
dynamic pair raised Sylivia in
the world of the Tarzan Zerbini
Circus. Sylvia’s childhood was
a practical journey of both
discovery and discipline. A
top-tier and daring aerialist,
she started learning acrobatics
and trapeze at around
seven years of age. She was
performing before sold out
audiences by the time she
was ten. By the time she was
twenty, she was the greatest
star in the Greatest Show On
Earth, aka Ringling Brothers,
combining her skills as a
trapeze artist known for
catching herself by her heels,
always working without safety
devices or nets, where one
mistake could prove fatal.

“My father had a 20-acre
winter quarters in Sarasota
and a campground for his
circus artists,” she explains.
“So it was like a beautiful
place where the artists would
come in, and they had a flying
trapeze and a trampoline
set up. There were barns in
the back with animals, too,



so it was like an equestrian
center.”

If you look at her roots
as an aerialist, it’s easy to
understand her approach to
training. Circus people aren’t
the same as most of us; being
a circus performer means
years of highly specialized
work, and trapeze artists are
athletes in every sense of the
word. Aerialists not only have
to have superlative control of
their bodies, but also acute
awareness of where their
bodies are in a space, where
everything else is in the
space, and have the ability
to filter out the audience,
and be completely present
in the moment. An intrinsic

understanding of trust is
essential - whether it’s trust
in their fellow aerialists

or trust in themselves to
know how to deal with
unexpected situations in a
split second. It also requires
a steel will, laser focus, and
uncompromising precision.

“You're taught to block out
distractions and concentrate,
she says. “If you're 30 feet up
in the air without any safety
devices, you need to think
of everything ahead of time,
because then your body can
react quicker.”

That mental fortitude
underlies her ability to stay
calm under pressure and
trust her own instincts. It

”

is a foundational aspect of
the training philosophy
she encourages her clinic
participants to use.

A formative period,
as a lead trainer and
performer with the
internationally acclaimed
horse extravaganza, Cavalia,
was pivotal; it included an
exhilarating and fortuitous
turn as a bungee performer
in addition to the trapeze.
It illustrated to her the
importance of spatial
awareness, which carried
over in her equestrian
performance.

“Horses need to look
around,” she says, pointing
out reasonably that, “If you
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Photo courtesy of Cavalia

don’t know where you are,
how do you know what to
do? It’s pretty basic stuff - so
ridiculously simple, but also
sensible. Anyone can relate
to that.”

She recalls one client’s
horse stepping into
the training arena and
immediately beginning to
spin around literally; he
was almost impossible for
the owner to manage. Sylvia
instinctively recognized
that he merely needed to
get his bearings, without
interference or interruption
from anyone.

“He just needed to see
where he was and for people

Continued on page 36
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" can tell you how | do it
and how it works for me,
and it might work for you,’
she explains, "but | would
never call myself a horse
trainer. | feel like I'm always
learning.’

Photos courtesy of Cavalia

to give him a minute so he
could be familiar with a space
he didn’t know.” She shrugs.
“We're all like that in a new
place.”

Once she identified that he
just needed to find security in
an unfamiliar environment,
it didn’t take long before he
felt comfortable, receptive,
and was able to focus. Within
half an hour of working with
him and his owner, he was
performing flawlessly without
any need for tack, lead lines,
or whips. It was just a matter
of figuring out his comfort
zone and understanding his
thinking. By the time the
session was over, horse and
rider had forged a wholly new
bond, which was gratifying for
all three of them.

“It’s about fostering
confidence that a horse can
sense and respond to,” Sylvia
explains. Part of that is also
the owner having patience and
a plan, which gives the horse
the comfort of knowing that
his owner is prepared and
unruffled. If the rider doesn’t
panic when something goes
awry, chances are neither will
the horse.

“If you think about things
and have a plan, your brain
already told your body what
to do, so your timing will be
quicker,” Sylvia says. “Okay, my
horse is going to tighten up.
I'm going to stay with him. I'm
going to pull that inside rein.
I'm going to touch him with my
right heel.” It’s not just about
technique. A horse will follow
a person they can sense has
confidence.”

Sylvia’s book, slated for
publication by the end of 2025,
is a natural extension of her
interest in sharing what she
has learned with those who
want to know more. Initially,
she was ambivalent about
writing “another training
book”, but Rebecca Didier,
Chief Editor of Trafalgar

Square Publishers, recognized
her unique combination of life
and performance experiences,
and the results of her training
work. Rebecca convinced Sylvia
to allow her to write the book
about Sylvia’s rich history,
linking the influences of her
life as a world class athlete
and performer, with her
animal work, emphasizing the
importance of communication
and listening so that both
horse and rider can thrive.
The title, The Greatest Horse
Trainer On Earth was coined
by Charlie Cantrell, Sylvia’s
business manager who has
worked closely with her for
years. An avid equestrian
himself, Cantrell has seen just
about everything there is to
see in the way of performers,
competitors, and trainers
in the horse world and truly
believes Sylvia is the “Greatest
Horse Trainer On Earth.”
Rebecca Didier immediately
latched on to the title as a wink
to the famous Barnum and
Bailey marquee —as well as a
pointed reference to Sylvia’s
aversion to using the “Greatest”
epithet for anything she does.
Sylvia firmly believes that
the pursuit of improvement
and growth is what’s
important. Even with a
schedule as busy as hers,
with clinics, arena shows,
and demonstrations she does
all over the country -and at
Grande Liberté Farm - she
says she’s always discovering
something new. “Real mastery
is ongoing; you never stop
being a student. It’s not
about being ‘the greatest
horse woman in the world,”
she asserts. “It’s about the
aspiration; that philosophy.
The moment you actually start
saying or actually believing
that’s what you are? That’s the
moment you stop learning.”
To find out more about Grande
Liberté Farm, book a clinic, or
attend a show, visit:
https://sylviazerbini.com



The Greatest Horse

Trainer on Earthz_

The Sylvia Zerbini Story
is an intimate look at
Sylvia’s life as a world-fa-
mous circus performer
and aerialist, and how
the disciplines of circus
life influenced her ap-
proach to horse training.
She explores her journey
of developing training
methods that prioritize
emotional connection and
understanding over more
aggressive techniques.
Emphasizing trust and
confidence in horses, she
encourages treating them
as athletes and mentally
preserving them, as well as
forging a lasting emotional
connection with mutual
respect.

Sylvia draws parallels
between the intense focus,
spatial awareness, and
planning required in aerial
acrobatics and her meth-
ods for communicating
with horses. This unique
perspective allows her to
understand and anticipate
horses’ needs, fostering a
rapid and profound connec-
tion. Drawing on a legacy
of family knowledge as well
as her own experience, she
teaches participants in her
clinics to approach horses
with a plan, instilling con-
fidence and a clear under-
standing of their intentions,
much like a trapeze artist
plans every move in the air.

Ultimately, the book is
author Rebecca Didier’s
story of Sylvia, and how
she came to live and work
the way she does, blending
her life in the circus with
her passion for horses. It
includes quotes and stories

from prominent figures in
the circus world, such as the
owners of Cavalia and Ring-
ling Brothers, who describe
her exceptional abilities.
The book'’s title is a playful
wink at the famous Ring-
ling Bros. marquee, reflect-
ing her steadfast aspiration
and philosophy that true
learning never stops.
The book was released in
late 2025.

Angela Durrell has made
Ocala her home for the past six
Years, after living and working
in Los Angeles as a publicist
and writer. She has been an in-
dependent contractor for more
than 20 years, working with and
writing for a diverse clientele
in a variety of disciplines and
Jfields, including Warner Broth-
ers Studios, Disney/ABC, Shelby
American Motors, Gannett Pub-
lications, Marriott, and Hilton
Hotels. She has also served as
casting assistant/casting direc-
tor for television, independent
and studio projects. Angela
is a recipient of the Kennedy
Center Critic’s Award and
finalist for the Eugene O’Neill
Award, and has contributed
to a number of national and
regional publications.

SEB Equine
Appraisals, LLC

CERTIFIED MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF EQUINE APPRAISERS

EQUINE
APPRAISALS
can be used for:

Equitable distributions for divorce,
estate, and probate dispositions.

Equine marketing

Equitable distributions for
bankruptcy, fraud, and contract
disputes.

Insurance valuation for underwriting
and claims.

Valuation for FDIC loans
Equine acquisition valuation

Comprehensive retrospective and
prospective valuation

Tax planning (Donations)

Sara E Ballinger
419-348-37T1

saraeballinger@gmail.com

WWW.SEBEQUINEAPPRAISALS.COM
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From Lab to Life:

The Seamless Science Behind Equigea’s
Modern Breeding Approach

by Emma Van Riper

Every great horse begins as
a vision: a flash of potential,
a glimpse of something
extraordinary waiting to
be realized. But between
that first spark and the foal
standing on the straw, there
is an entire world of science,
timing, and trust. At Equigea,
that world exists under one
roof. Nestled in Summerfield,
Florida, just half an hour from
Ocala's legendary horse
country, Equigea is quietly
redefining what is possible in
equine reproduction.

In the high-stakes
world of horse breeding,
few processes demand
more precision than ICSI
(Intracytoplasmic Sperm
Injection). The technique
allows breeders to produce
foals from performance
mares, older stallions,
or bloodlines that might
otherwise fade away.
Typically, it is a fragmented
process: a mare is aspirated
in one facility, oocytes
are shipped to a lab for
maturation and injection, and
then any embryos produced

are sent elsewhere for
transfer into a recipient mare.
Every step means a new
team, a new risk, and a little
more distance from control.

Equigea was designed
to close those gaps
permanently. It is currently
the only facility in Florida
that integrates every stage of
the ICSI process-aspiration,
fertilization, embryo
development, transfer, and
pregnancy monitoring-within
a single, vertically aligned
operation. The same hands
and minds oversee each step,
ensuring complete continuity
and accountability from start
to finish.

Equigea operates from
within the Peterson Smith
Advanced Fertility Center,
part of Peterson Smith
Equine Hospital + Complete
Care, one of the most
respected equine medical
facilities in the United
States. That connection
gives Equigea access to
unparalleled diagnostic
capabilities and an entire
network of board-certified
veterinarians dedicated

to excellence. Yet despite
being based in a laboratory,
Equigea's approach feels
personal.

The lab is one of only
a handful of equine ICSI
facilities worldwide, uniquely
offering world-class science
close to home. For Ocala-
area horse owners, it is an
easy drive to the facility, not
a shipment across states or
a gamble on the unknown.
The same people who guide
your mare through aspiration
are often the ones monitoring
her recipient’s pregnancy in
the months following. That
proximity, both geographic
and relational, builds
something few labs can
claim: a truly integrated,
all-in-one experience.
Dr. Prell, the director of
Peterson Smith’s Advanced
Fertility Center, grew up
locally and returned after
becoming a board-certified
specialist in reproduction.
She has guided Equigea to
consistently strong results,
averaging 2.5 embryos per
aspiration across all mares
and stallions, with individual
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outcomes varying based
on reproductive history and
pairing.

Equigea’s work benefits a
remarkably diverse group of
horses and the people who
believe in them. For mares
still competing, Equigea
offers a chance to continue
their careers without
sacrificing the preservation
of their genetics. For stallions
with limited or low-quality
semen, it transforms a
handful of cells into multiple
opportunities for success.
And for horses with fertility
challenges, injuries, or age-
related issues, Equigea opens
doors that once seemed
closed.

By combining science,
precision, and genuine
relationships, the Equigea
team has built a process
where advanced technology
enhances the personalized
care clients already trust. In
an industry built on legacies,
that combination may be the
most powerful innovation of
all.

For more information,
please visit: equigea.com
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Browse Ocala’s
Horse Farms

DREAMING OF LIFE IN HORSE COUNTRY?
Showcase Properties of Central Florida specializes in equestrian
and luxury properties throughout Ocala and Marion
County. Let us help you find your perfect
piece of paradise—contact us today!

{&! SHOWCASE FRREERTES

www.ShowcaseOcala.com ® 5780 SW 20th Street, Ocala, FL 34474

40 2026



2026

a1



\Viaking
\anure
Day

by Kristin Pitzer

By turning a common
farm problem into profit,
Blu Sky Farms tackles
manure management with
cutting-edge composting
technology while saving
money, reducing odors, and
creating a valuable resource
for pastures and gardens.

Many equestrians dream
of owning large farms
where they can keep their
horses at home. The idea
is idyllic; stepping outside
to feed and care for them,
watching them graze from
the window, and riding
whenever the mood strikes.

But along with that dream
comes a less glamorous
reality — manure, and lots
of it. Manure management
is a necessary evil for
equestrian properties, but
hiring someone to haul it
off can cost $75 per ton or
more. Considering that a
single 1,000-pound horse
can produce nine to 10 tons
of manure each year, those
costs can add up quickly.

Steve Talbott, owner of
Blu Sky Farms in Ocala,
Florida, faced this problem
firsthand. For years, Talbott
relied on waste removal
companies to collect and
landfill dumpsters full of
manure. The process was
costly and harmful to the
environment, and Talbott
was looking for a solution.

He found his answer
across the country
with Green Mountain
Technologies (GMT),
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““Manure management
necessary evil for equestrian
properties, but hiring someone
to haul it off can cost $75 per ton
or more.’

a company located on
Bainbridge Island in
Washington that specializes
in composting systems.
After two years of research,
Blu Sky Farms became the
first farm in Florida to
implement GMT'’s cutting-
edge Earth Flow™ in-vessel
composter. A year later,
Talbott is grateful he made
the leap to a practice he
hopes will catch on in the
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Horse Capital of the World,
and beyond.

The Manure
Challenge

Blu Sky Farms is part of
the Ocala Horse Complex,
an equestrian community
made up of a diverse group
of horse farms spread
across hundreds of acres.
According to Talbott, there
are usually 20 to 30 stalls
in use on his property.

A

Unhappy with his current
practice of waste disposal,
Talbott started looking into
composting systems in 2022.
At the time, most of the
systems he found either
necessitated static piles
of manure that had to be
manually turned, or aerated
static piles that took up
a significant amount of
space and required long
processing times.
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The smaller footprint of
the Earth Flow system
can still process manure
in a quick and efficient
manner, often taking a
couple weeks versus the
months-long processing
of other units.

Feedstocks loadad
into chamber

“What made me choose
GMT was the rapid process
for turning horse manure
bedding waste into a high-
grade, quality commercial
compost in minimal time
—12 days —all in a small
footprint,” Talbott said.

Even though GMT didn’t
have a presence in Florida,
their global success in
creating composting
systems, particularly in
the U.S. and Canada, gave
Talbott confidence that the
company’s Earth Flow system
was the right choice to
accomplish his goals.

“I made my decision to
use GMT after numerous
calls and emails with them
and other companies, and
by getting input from some
of their past project owners
with similar setups to
mine,” Talbott said. “GMT
had the best technology
and history of successful
projects, from small farms to
large industrial composting
projects.”

Talbott chose the Earth
Flow system not only for its
speed of processing compost,
but also because it requires
minimal labor beyond
loading and unloading.

Ready-to-cure compost
is unioaded out the back

Qdor eliminated
through biofilter

Automatic mixing
and asration

Processed material
goes into curing bays
or secondary ASP

bunkers

Regdy- Lo -Gura

DOt
ajected out
the baok

The Earth Flow composting system can be built into a 20-foot or 40-foot shipping
container, where material is loaded in at the front, processed through the interior and

ejected out the back as high-quality compost.

lllustrations courtesy of compostingtechnology.com

The system is easy to use
— stall waste goes directly
into the composting
vessel, and depending on
the characteristics of the
material, environmental
factors, and goals in terms
of quality, compost emerges
typically in two to three
weeks or less, depending on
the system control settings.
“The system was created
to maximize the speed of the
composting process while
minimizing odors,” said
Gaelan Brown, marketing
and business development
at GMT. “Any farm with
animal manure, or any

institution or business that
has food waste, can have
great financial benefit from
the Earth Flow.”

The Earth Flow composter
requires oxygen and mixing
to decompose material
into stable compost, Brown
explained. It has aeration
channels built into the floor,
through which it blows
air up into the manure
and stall waste. Then, the
auger system, which looks
like a screw, automatically
mixes the material while
gradually moving the
resulting compost toward
the exit of the system. Other
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composting methods can
take two-plus months to
complete a cycle, but with
the Earth Flow, high-quality
compost is produced in a
matter of weeks.

“One of the best long-
term features is the ability
to handle the never-ending
horse waste without
the need for unsightly
dumpsters and the flies they
attract,” Talbott said. “It
creates a more pleasant farm
environment.”

A Smart Solution
Saving money on having
manure hauled off isn’t
Continued on page 44

43



Continued from page 43
the only reason to consider
a composting system for a
farm. Raw manure can be
a liability, especially if the
intentionistouseitina
gardening capacity.

Uncomposted manure and
bedding harbor pathogens
and weed seeds, which can
make people sick or destroy
gardens. It can also contain
herbicides that are harmful
to plants, burn plants if it’s
high in nitrogen, or even
leach nutrients from the soil
as it decomposes.

Because of that, raw
manure is of very little
value as a fertilizer. When
composted, though, it
becomes a rich and effective
product that can be sold
for $50 to $100-plus per
ton, depending on how it is
marketed. This can help save
on costs or even lead to extra
money in owners’ pockets,
something that is always
welcome in the horse world.

“Composting with an Earth
Flow saves an equestrian
property a lot of money on
manure disposal and creates
a new revenue stream via

sales of compost,” Brown said.

“The compost can also be
used to increase grass yields
on pastures and hay fields,
saving the facility money on
horse feed.”

Using a composting system
is also beneficial for the
environment. Composting
diverts waste from landfills,
and the compost itself
prevents soil erosion,
improves soil health, and
combats climate change by
cutting down on greenhouse
gases, like methane, entering
the atmosphere.

“Composted manure or
food waste provides a stable
nutrient base for agriculture,
including some nitrogen
and other nutrients —
especially carbon,” Brown
said. “Carbon, or soil organic
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hand, in my opinion,” Talbott
said. “Horse manure should
be treated as an agricultural
resource, not a waste
product.”

According to Brown, Blu
Sky Farms sold its first batch
of compost in 2025 for $75-
plus per ton. That means that
eventually, as it processes
more and more manure,
the system could even start
paying for itself.

“Marketing is still in the
early stages, but so far, just
by word of mouth, I've gotten
enormous interest from my
local community,” Talbott
said. “When compared to big
box garden centers’ bagged
compost, people quickly see
the huge difference in the
Earth Flow’s fine, fluffy, rich,
dark brown compost mix.

LR ""3, .S | Thebestpartis, I'm selling
ﬁ&\fj‘- SRR 2 . atabout half the price when

Ron Losasso and Steve Talbott inspecting first load of compared to a yard of the
stable waste into the Earth Flow composter. other available products.”

A composting system like
the Earth Flow can be a great
investment for equestrian
farms looking for manure
management solutions.

matter, provides a matrix for
life in the soil, while helping
soils retain nutrients and
water. Heavy applications of

Flow system can process
more than 900 tons of
manure a year and results
in a product that is valuable

‘Composting with an Earth Flow saves
an equestrian property a lot of money
on manure disposal and creates a new
revenue stream via sales of compost,

to the local horticultural
industry. Rather than
continuing to pay companies
to haul off manure, Talbott
can use the compost on
the farm or sell it to the
community.

“Taking care of horses
and taking care of the
environment go hand-in-

Depending on the size of the
farm and how much manure
it is producing, systems can
generally process between
three to 50 tons of manure
per week. “Even smaller
facilities can take part by
building small aerated bin
systems that use controlled
aeration to handle the

compost on pastures and crop
fields can significantly reduce
stormwater runoff, helping
preserve watershed health.”

A Valuable Byproduct
The ability of the Earth
Flow to create a high-quality
compost was a strong selling
point for Talbott. His Earth
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Steve Talbott and his neighbor, Under the Oaks Farm owner

Ron Losasso, met with the GMT team — Cameron Snow,
engineer, and Nick Shiflet, production assistant — to get
trained on how to use the Earth Flow composter.

composting process,” Brown
said.

As suburban neighborhoods
encroach on ever-shrinking
horse properties and prices
continue to skyrocket, the need
for better manure management
will continue to arise. If your
current process isn’'t working
for your needs, it might be
time to consider a composting
system.

“The GMT Earth Flow system
should be considered for any
farm my size or larger that
desires a more sustainable,
longer-term solution to waste
management,” Talbott said. “As
waste haul-off costs continue
torise, along with restrictions
imposed by counties and
municipalities, it’s only a matter
of time until farms have to
look for and implement better
methods. I wish  had done it
sooner.”

About Green Mountain About

Green Mountain: Technologies:
Green Mountain Technologies
has been designing and
building innovative composting
solutions since 1992. Our
growing global client-base
includes large commercial
composting facilities, small
scale community organizations,
and institutions of all types.
We're proud to give back 10%

of our profits to non-profit
community and environmental
organizations.

Kristin Pitzer is a freelance
writer based outside Savannah,
Georgia. She has spent more
than a decade covering the
Western performance horse
world and contributing to
leading equestrian publications.
When she isn’t writing, Kristin
enjoys spending time with her
husband and their two Quarter
Horses, Phantom and Rosa.
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The Foundation of Excellence:
Why Top Competitors Return to the Basics

By Parelli Natural
Horsemanship, Inc.
Stand at the rail of any
major competition, and you'll
witness extraordinary part-
nerships. Horses and riders
moving as one, communicat-
ing through imperceptible
cues, demonstrating collec-
tion, precision, and willing
collaboration. But here’s what
you might not see: the count-
less hours these partnerships
spent building a foundation
of trust, communication, and
mutual understanding.

The Competitive Edge
You're Missing

In the pursuit of compet-
itive excellence, it's easy
to focus solely on disci-
pline-specific skills. We drill
patterns, practice leads, re-
fine our positions. But many
competitive riders hit a pla-
teau—not because they lack
technical skill, but because
something fundamental is
missing in their partnership.

That “something” is often
the quality of communication
itself.

For over 40 years, Parelli
Natural Horsemanship has
worked with riders across
every discipline—from dres-
sage and reining to jumping,
eventing and racing. What
we've learned is that the
horses who perform with bril-
liance, consistency, and heart
share one common denomi-
nator: their riders speak their
language fluently. They don't
just know their sport. They
understand how horses feel,
think, act and play, naturally,
and they use this knowledge
to transform their relationship
into a true partnership.

Beyond Mechanics: The
Language of Partnership
Consider this scenario:
You're warming up for your
class. Your horse feels tense.
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You've got 20 minutes before

you're in the ring. Do you:

Push through and hope
for the best?

Longe aggressively to “get
the bucks out”?

Pull on the reins to en-
force discipline and submis-
sion?

Or, do you have the tools
to read what your horse is
telling you, address the root
cause, and transform that
tension into willing part-
nership—all in those crucial
warm-up minutes?

The difference between a
good ride and a great one
often comes down to these
moments. The horses who
shine in the arena are the
ones who've been heard,
understood, and prepared—
not just drilled.

The Four Pillars That
Support Every Discipline

Elite partnerships—regard-
less of discipline—are built
on four essential elements:

1. Foundation and Trust.
Your horse must believe
you're a leader worth fol-
lowing. In competition, this
translates to confidence
under pressure and willing-
ness to try because horses
will run faster and jump
higher out of heart and de-
sire.
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2. Harmony and Light-
ness. Top judges reward
subtlety. The less visible your
aids, the more impressive
your performance. But light-
ness and true communication
can't be forced—it must be
cultivated through under-
standing, not mechanics.

3. Refinement and Collec-
tion. True collection is men-
tal, emotional and physical
collection. When your horse
understands this and offers
it willingly, rather than being
held in a frame, you unlock a
new level of performance.

4. Versatility and Excel-
lence. The best competitive
horses aren't one-trick po-
nies. They're confident in
varied situations because
their foundation is solid. They
trust their rider to guide them
through anything and excel
at a wide range of skills, from
ground work and trailer load-
ing to thinking and yielding
in the midst of competitive
pressure.

What This Looks Like in
Competition

We've watched Parelli stu-
dents earn championships
in reining, excel in dressage,
win hunter derbies, and com-
pete successfully in eventing.
What sets them apart isn't
just technical prowess—it's

the quality of their partner-

ship.

These riders can:

« Read subtle changes in their
horse's emotional state

« Adjust their approach based
on how their horse feels
that day

» Create willing forward mo-
tion without whipping or
spurring

» Achieve soft, balanced
stops without bracing and
pulling

= Turn with their whole body,
not just their hands

« Solve problems at home
before they appear in the
show ring

Your Next Level Awaits

If you've hit a plateau, if
your horse is talented but
inconsistent, if you're fighting
for every ride—the answer
might not be more lessons
in your discipline. It might be
returning to the foundation of
communication itself.

The Parelli Levels Program
offers a systematic approach
to building partnership from
the ground up. Over 200,000
horse owners worldwide—in-
cluding competitive riders at
every level—have discovered
that excellence isn't just
about what you do, it's about
balancing love, language, and
leadership in equal doses so
that you and your horse un-
derstand each other.

Because at the end of the
day, the best competitors
aren't just skilled riders.
They're fluent in the lan-
guage of the horse.

Ready to elevate your
partnership? Learn more
about the Parelli Levels
Program and discover
how natural horsemanship
principles can transform your
life with horses.

For more information, visit
Parelli.com.
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Tik and Nick, The GroudeQrk Guys
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What We Learned Competing at
Road to the Horse in 2024 and 2025

by Tik Maynard: Competitor and
Nick Rivera: Pen Wrangler

In this article Tik and Nick share what they learned while preparing

for, and competing at, Road to the Horse (RTTH), the World Champion-

ships of Colt Starting.
Catching

TIK

Most unhandled horses, like those we work with at
RTTH, are initially scared of people, so the first obstacle
[ faced in both 2024 and 2025 was to have the colt I drew
learn to be okay with me getting closer to him, with him
touching me, and then eventually with letting me touch
him.

Prior to the events, I practiced three different ways to
bridge that gap, and used aspects of all three both years:
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1. Approach and retreat.
2. Steering the colt with two 12-foot telescoping poles.

3. Roping. This was a difficult skill to learn, but it proved
to be helpful.

My takeaways:

The learning for TomCatt and Suncatt began as soon as they
could see me (or hear me, or feel me, or smell me). Even before
they were “caught,” the relationship building had already
begun. The faster I wanted to go, the more important it was to
find tiny improvements. I found it much smoother to make ten
1% improvements, than to make one 10% improvement.

NICK
= When it comes to catching a green, untouched horse, I like

to think of it as how you might run a competitive 400m
dash. The breakdown (or how I was instructed many years



ago) while working in a round pen was something like this:

= The first 100m is about positioning yourself where you feel
a bit of confidence. Here is where you might ask the horse
to move his feet a bit, and position yourself in a place of
relevance in his mind. Using tact and timing is important
here—it’s not just a mindless “run-around.” If he looks in at
you, let off the gas. If he shows relaxation or curiosity, let
him explore those feelings. Be present and aware of how he
may be changing his outlook on sharing space with you.

= The second 100m is about lengthening stride, where you
might think of it as “hitting the cruise control.” Here is
where you start to take the baby steps of developing some
communication and relationship with a horse. The adren-
aline has worn off a little bit, and the colt’s mind is starting
to open to learning and communicating. You are approach-
ing and retreating, maybe target training, maybe tossing
the loop of a lariat around and building his confidence
with that exposure.

= Inthe third 100m, the stride shortens and you hit the gas.
‘Well, it’s a bit more dramatic on a track than in the round
pen (and you certainly don’'t want to go as fast as you can),
but here you really are testing the limits of how the horse
may accept your presence. He is allowing you to get closer,
he is curious and thinking about touch without really
offering it yet.

= The final 100m may as well be a marathon, a psychological
and physical test of endurance and grit. This is perhaps
the hardest part of both running a 400m dash and catch-
ing a green horse, and that is the horse is now thinking
about touching you, and begins to offer it. Where this takes
some real psychological strength is to not touch the horse.
We’ve all seen it: the horse is leaning back, but his neck is
stretched out like a giraffe towards the human’s hand. The
distance between the muzzle and the back of the hand is
maybe only an inch. That inch may as well be a mile. We
can reach across an inch, but we can’t reach across a mile.
The most important thing in that moment is just don’t try
it. Back up before he does. Retreat. Let him feel really good
about that choice to try to connect with you. Your presence
still holds a certain amount of pressure, and you choosing
to try and close that gap before he has is like talking about
your wedding song on a first date. Just back up.

My takeaway:

Trust the process, put the relationship first, and you'll have a
more willing partner, even in the pressure cooker of a compe-
tition like RTTH.

Saddling

TIK

One of the first major mistakes that can happen in starting
a horse is in the first saddling. One of the worst-case scenarios
is when the saddle is partially girthed (cinched) up and the
horse moves nervously away, causing the saddle to slip under
the belly.

I needed to prepare my horse for that possibility, but I also
needed to learn to be both quick and smooth at getting a sad-
dle on his back.

Once the saddle was on, the next step was to walk, then trot,
then canter. Many horses will buck the first time under saddle,
so I had a few options:

1. Move the colt off and...let him buck.

2. Try to keep movement and progress slow enough
that he doesn't feel the need to buck.

3. If he bucks, send him forward.

4. Or, if he bucks, allow/encourage him to stop and
rest/think.

I asked a lot of colt-starting experts (including Martin Black,
Jake Biernbaum, Tom Pierson, Glenn Stewart, Honza Blaha,
and Stacey Westfall) about my four options in this situation. In
the end, I set the colt up for success as well as I could, trying
to make the saddling itself feel smooth and slow, and if the
colt still got worried and looked like he was about to buck, I
encouraged him to stop and think. Rest and reset. Previous-
ly, I would have immediately driven him forward through
the buck to get him “forward thinking.” At RTTH I learned to
wait and much later—eventually—if the bucking continued,
but without the colt showing signs of worry, I would start to
encourage him to move forward through it.

My takeaway:

Getting used to the saddle is like a lot of things: they learn
better at the halt and walk. Once they understand the exercise,
then later on I'll try it at the trot and canter.

NICK

Of the many things I wish there was more time for in an event
like Road to the Horse, a big one would be saddle prep. The time
constraint is hard to manage, and it is a big step in the horse’s
development. It’s pretty rare that I would advocate for just
putting a piece of tack on a horse and letting him wear it, and I
think Tik would agree. As with most things, there are degrees
of complexity to the saddling process. You can make it as simple
as “strap it to him and let him get used to it”, or as thorough as
isolating every type of pressure the horse might feel and build-
ing confidence with each of those before mixing them together.
For both 2024 and 2025 at RTTH, the plan for Tik and his colt
was somewhere in the middle: get the horse used to touch with
hands and body on the back and around the belly; touch him
with tools like a flag or stick; then touch him with a saddle pad,
then a bareback pad.

Letting the colt feel the constriction of the cinch with the
bareback pad before adding in all the flaps and flops of the
saddle is a smart idea. Without the constraint of time, you might
add in using a rope around the horse’s barrel to build con-
fidence there; you might use an English saddle first without stir-
rups and then add them in. There are a number of ways to break
the saddling process down further, as it would normally stretch
many sessions. Thankfully, in both years Tik and I competed,
the horses offered some grace and accepted the saddle without
getting too emotional—though they did buck.

My takeaway:

The saddling process isn’t black and white. Some horses
tolerate a faster progression, some horses really need the time
to process how they relate to the saddle.

Continued on page 50
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Riding

TIK

After I got the colt used to a tarp, a flag, and my hands
running all over him, as well as my body lying on him (commonly
called the Jeffrey’s Method), and the pressure of the saddle and
cinch, the next step was the first ride.

In 2024 I'was still recovering from a pulled groin, and I was
scared of the pain that I
knew was coming. Just
thinking about getting on
a horse would often make
my body brace in antici-
pation.  had begun riding
defensively, and not in a
good way. I knew it would
be a struggle to stay relaxed
and supple for that first
ride on TomCatt.

I prepared the colt as
well as I knew how, and
then...I had a decision to
make. Was I going to get
on?

My heart rate was
through the roof.

I'goton.

Things were going well.

Then I got bucked off,
hard.

I knew the colt was just
nervous. I didn’t allow my-
self time to think, or fear
might have overwhelmed
me. Instead, I eased back
up to him, gave him a rub, and remounted.

One of my biggest fears was that first ride. But I was also acutely
aware that the training that came after that—steering, the obstacles,
or working on bending or yielding—should not be overly done until
Thad found the balance between forward-thinking and relaxation.

I've seen it too many times: The rider starts working on details
before the horse is ready. The horse feels overwhelmed, nitpicked,
then he starts to shut down. What a horrible feeling when a
horse starts to go inside himself, his eyes glazing over as he
reacts less and less to any attempts by the rider to move off.

My takeaway:

Even though there might be a lot I want to get done when
starting a colt, I have to go at the horse’s pace and remember
the priorities. My priorities for that first ride were: relaxed,
understanding, forward thinking.

NICK

What I learned about this part of the competition was, I was
glad it was Tik who had the first ride on these colts!

The first ride is especially challenging at RTTH given the
time constraint. The colts are a bit worn out mentally and
physically by the time the first ride comes around. Their feet
are a little “sticky.” The hard part about that is, if they don’t
move forward, they can get not just physically stuck, but
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Founded in 2003, Road to the
Horse is the world championship
of colt starting. It challenges top
horse trainers to transform
untouched young horses into
willing partners in just a few days,
all while promoting humane train-

ing methods and trust-building.

mentally stuck as well, and that can be a really hard thing to
move past.

My takeaway:

Joking aside, I think one of the biggest takeaways for me was
the importance of finding forward and relaxation through
every preparation step, so the “ask” once you are on isn’t such a
big one. Can the colt move forward off the driving pressure of
the tool? Can he move forward with the bareback pad? Move
forward with the saddle?
Eventually, hopefully, he
will move forward with the
rider.

Final Takeaways

TIK: Follow Your Heart

There were so many
reasons not to take on
the Mount Everest that is
RTTH. There were so many
questions I had. Should
starting horses even be a
competition? Should it be a
timed event?

Should we even be riding
horses at all?

Was I okay with starting
a horse in front of a crowd?
On livestream? In front of
my peers and with a group
of judges?

In the end, after days of
speaking with my wife, af-
ter nights of soul searching,
I decided to do it. There was
part of me, a small flame,
that believed I could do it, and that I could do it my way.

Early on, I created a list of principles that I shared with Nick
and the other members of our team.

It is in the planning that we try to win. On the day, once the
planning is finished, the goal is to be in the present, the focus
on the process, the execution, and these principles. The horse
should not know I am trying to win.

The goal is to improve not to prove. (Thanks, Glenn Stewart,
for this one!)

Stay nimble-minded, don’t get caught in direct-line think-
ing. That is where I have seen most mistakes happen.

As of this moment until then, be the best prepared.

Don’t make life any harder than it has to be: Pick the easiest
horse.

We are a team.

For the person that has the skills, the competition is mainly
about two things. The first is reading the horse. (Even though I
don’t have the experience of others, this is something I'm good
at.) The second is the test of character, not letting the crowd,
and judges, and prize money change my plan. Stay authentic.

Listen to my gut. Watch the horse’s eyes. These two things
will keep me from getting hurt.

Stay above the Copperline. This idea originated from a coach



we listened to. I'll try to remember his name. But the idea is to
stay over the Copperline line in everything we do. No gossip. No
wishing other people bad luck. No excuses.

More than anything, I just want to be able to leave saying I did
the right thing, and I tried my best, in that order. And that’s a
pretty sweet feeling actually, win or lose, when that happens.

NICK: Pride in Purpose

“You have to be wise enough to know when you are livingyour dream,
and humble enough to know when you are living in someone else’s.”
—Dave Chappelle

I'was watching a Dave Chappelle stand-up special on Netflix
a few months before Road to the Horse 2024 when I heard this
line. I was not expecting to find a nugget of wisdom I could
relate to the upcoming competition when I started the episode,
but there it was.

‘When Tik first asked if I would be his pen wrangler at RTTH,
my knee-jerk reaction was, “Yes, of course!” I didn’t immediately
say yes, though, feeling a need to both study the meaning of the
position, and also the implications for my family. Living on the
opposite side of the country from Tik meant that to prepare for
the event, I would either be away from home for a time or we'd
all have to pack up and relocate for a short while.

My wife was her usual self—completely supportive—so that
took some of the pressure off the latter decision. I had some
space to figure out what the role meant. Could I be Sam Gamgee
to Tik’s Frodo Baggins? Could I accept my role wholeheartedly
and reflect the words Dave Chappelle said in that Netflix spe-
cial?

I'would come to love being a part of the preparation for RTTH,
and I appreciated the forethought that Tik put into the task. The
ten principles he provided the members of our team were sound
and in line with my own. I also began to compile a list of priori-
ties in my mind of how I would live the role of pen wrangler and
what my responsibilities would be.

Inside the arena | would:

1. Be vigilant in observation. Write things down as they
are noticed.

2. Prepare, don't react. Use observation to anticipate a
need.

3. Understand that | am not just a reflection of myself,
but how | carry myself reflects on my friend, our team,
and an industry under scrutiny.

4. Try to encourage decisions that empathize with a horse
in a new and intimidating environment.

5. Be honest and forthcoming about what | am seeing in
the training session.

Outside the arena | would:

1. Support my friend in his dream. | am in a supporting
role, as a friend first and a horseman second. | am not
driving, | am in the passenger seat reading the GPS,
telling Tik how many miles to the next exit, and where
he missed his turn.

2 Make sure my actions and attitude are a positive
reflection, given they reflect something other than
myself.

3. Give credit where credit is due.

4. Offer no criticism to, or about, others. To offer
unsolicited critique is presumptuous at best.

5. Be a sponge to the experience and the massive
amount of horsemanship knowledge and expertise
brought to, and demonstrated at, Road to the Horse.

1did my best to adhere to these things as principles, some I can
say I did better than others. What is important is that we go into
positions with a realistic understanding of what they mean, and
throw ourselves wholeheartedly at whatever challenges we face.
If we do that, then at the end, no matter the outcome, we can be
proud of the effort. For this effort, I can say without hesitation that
this was certainly the case. I am proud of what Tik and our team
accomplished at Road to the Horse, and the sound beginnings two
colts took away from the experience.
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Why Would I Need an
Equine Appraisal?

By Sara Ballinger

A certified equine appraisal can
provide an unbiased report for a
variety of purposes. An equine
appraisal establishes the monetary
value of a horse for a specific
purpose. Each appraisal is different,
and each appraisal has different
valuation factors to consider. Equine
appraisals can be used for a multitude
of purposes as diverse as divorce
settlements, litigation cases, IRS
nonprofit tax deductions, horse sales,
bankruptcies, estate settlements,
insurance cases, establishment of
business partnerships, contract
disputes, and bank collateral. Each
requires substantial research.

Equine appraisers gather
information on the subject horse
such as pictures, videos, pedigree
paperwork, registration paperwork,
passports, show records, bills of sale,
training records, and vet records.
Onsite inspections of the horse are
often necessary as well. In each
circumstance, appraisers must find
comparable horses that have sold
with closely matching criteria to that
of the subject horse. Moreover, the
purchase price of the subject horse is
also taken into consideration, along
with time and money invested during
its ownership.

After considering what criteria
is most important to each equine
appraisal, certified appraisers create
a grid system to compare the subject
horse to carefully selected sold
comparable horses. Calculations will
determine value for each specific
area that is adjudged to be the most
important for each appraisal report.
An equine appraiser is trained in
what criteria is most appropriate and
how to calculate an overall value.
With over thirty years of experience
in the sport horse industry, |
determine what criteria is most
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important for each specific discipline.

Since becoming a certified equine
appraiser in 2012, | am aware of the
specifics in the wide variety of their
uses. Equine appraisals can be used
for IRS tax deduction purposes to
nonprofits such as colleges, therapy
barns, mounted police units, and
to hospitals for research purposes.
| have also provided numerous
equine appraisal reports for litigation
purposes involving veterinary
malpractice, pharmaceutical company
representation, trailer accidents,
and crime scenes involving horses.
Appraisals are also utilized to settle
bankruptcy filings, divorces, and
large estate settlements. An equine
appraisal for an estate can be used
for several reasons. The owner of an
estate may have passed away, and

the appraisal is used to either sell the
horses or divide the assets among
family members. Estate appraisals
also cover one family member
transferring horses to another family
member per IRS guidelines. Further,
an equine appraisal report may

be needed for more basic matters
such as valuing a horse for sales or
insurance valuations.

Not only are equine appraisals used
for a multitude of reasons, but each
appraisal also has its own specific
set of focal points depending on the
purpose. For example, a high-level
jumper may be stepping down to a
lower jump height as it gets older,
and its value may be affected. Sold
comparable horses would need to
be found that are similar in age,
gender, breed, health, soundness,
and competition history. In another
appraisal, litigation over a stallion
that passes away in a trailer accident
necessitates a different set of focal
points. The breeding history and
pedigree may be more of a factor
in this case versus the information
needed for the high-level competition
horse. In yet another example, an
older trail horse may be involved in
a divorce case. In this situation, the
pedigree and gender of the horse may
not be as important as it was for the
other equine appraisal reports.

Each equine appraisal has its
own set of circumstances, and each
requires a certified equine appraiser
who takes the time to research
and determine value. In the ever-
changing world of equine ownership,
precise appraisals are a priority for
both professional horse people and
business professionals alike who
need accurate assessments of their
assets. Attention to detail is of utmost
importance.

For more information:
sebequineappraisals.com
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Unlock Your
Horse’s Potential

with Brave Horse

CBD

by Shannon Wilkens,
Brave Horse Cannabis
Chemist

Now that CBD and CBG
have hit the equine market in
a big way, it has created a lot
of questions.

So, you've done your
research and decided to
try giving your horse CBD/
CBG. Now you need to
decide how to administer it
to your beloved partner, but
how do you decide which
of the countless products is
best for him? Ultimately, you
and your horse will have to
decide, but understanding
the differences between
two of the main methods of
ingestion is helpful in guiding
you to make the best choice.

There are two common
methods of CBD/CBG
ingestion for horses. It can be
consumed as an ingredient
in a chewable or through
the mucosal tissues in the
mouth via a tincture. In a
chewable, CBD/CBG is mixed
in with other ingredients
that have favorable tastes
and can be administered
like a treat. In tinctures,
CBD/CBG is dissolved in
oil (often hemp oil) and

typically administered under
the tongue or the cheek of
the horse using a dropper or
syringe.

When your horse consumes
CBD/CBG as an ingredient
in a chewable, the CBD/CBG
travels through the digestive
system just like the rest of the
ingredients in the treat. It is
exposed to all the acids and
enzymes and other digestive
juices in the stomach before
the body sends it to the liver
to be metabolized. In this first
pass through the liver, much
of the CBD/CBG is broken
down, while some makes its
way into the bloodstream.

When your horse consumes
CBD/CBG as a tincture,
the CBD/CBG is absorbed
through mucosal tissue in his
mouth and passes directly
into the bloodstream to work
globally through the body.

The second ingestion
method clearly provides
the most direct route to the
bloodstream, which also
allows the CBD/CBG to
begin interacting within the
endocannabinoid system
(ECS) faster. The tincture
method also allows more
of the consumed CBD/

CBG to be used by the body
before it is broken down and
eliminated as waste, which
makes it possible for the
horse to consume less CBD/
CBG than he would need to
in a CBD/CBG chewable to
achieve the same potential
effects. Less of the CBD/
CBG is discarded before it
makes it to the bloodstream,
where it can travel throughout
the body and interact with
receptors in the ECS.3

The tincture method is
appealing from a logical
standpoint and can be a
perfectly appropriate way to
administer CBD/CBG to your
horse. Many people start with
this method, as it is faster and
more direct. In practice, not
all horses may be amenable
to this, which is why Brave
Horse has developed a third
method, Kelso's Cubes.

Kelso's (Sugar) Cubes offer
an option that is between
the chewable and the
tincture routes. While the
horse crunches on the sugar
cube, his saliva melts the
sugar and allows the CBD/
CBG oil to be deposited
on the mucosal tissue in
the mouth. This allows for

2026

more of the CBD/CBG to be
absorbed directly into the
bloodstream, but offers an
easier administration method
for horses that do not tolerate
tincture administration.
Lastly, Brave Horse
OatBites are developed
for horses that are insulin
resistant or just picky eaters
who do not tolerate the
tincture or sugar cube routes.
The OatBites are a chewable
that allow horses to consume
the CBD/CBG that is then
processed by the liver prior
to entering the bloodstream.
Brave Horse OatBites are
a great option for horses
suffering from Equine
Metabolic Syndrome (EMS).
Choosing the best way to
administer CBD/CBG to your
horse may take some trial
and error but understanding
the common methods of
ingestion can serve as a
solid starting point. The
Brave Horse team is always
available to answer questions
and provide advice when
needed. Please feel free to
contact us at 312-296-7900
and check out our website at
www.bravehorsecbd.com.
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Equine osteopathy is a hands-on approach.

Nsige Out

The Vluggen Institute
for Equine Osteopathy
and Education

by Angela Durrell

Photo by Angela Durrell

Janek Vluggen doesn’t do anything by halves;
he’s the sort of person who puts every ounce of
effort into a commitment or goal, and does it with
little to no fear of failure. Failure is just another

word for “do it better” - not “stop trying”.

The Dutch-born boy with a solid streak of independence
eventually became the respected founder of the Vluggen
Institute for Equine Osteopathy and Education, working
with countless horse breeders, trainers, and veterinarians
to find ways of improving long-term health and recovery
through holistic practice. Today there are two locations - one
in Germany and one in Ocala, Florida - that offer accredited
education for medical professionals and therapists through the
Dutch Society of Veterinary Medicine and the International
Register for Equine Osteopaths.




Equine Osteopathy, like
human osteopathy;, is a
hands-on, drug-free manual
therapy that focuses on
the muscular and skeletal
systems of the body - joints,
ligaments, muscles, while also
widening out to look at how
the circulatory, nervous, and
digestive systems connect to
a particular issue or problem.
It’s about the bigger picture
of treating the cause, not just
the symptoms of an illness
or disease. Symptoms can
be temporary and changing,
whereas the reasons for them
aren’t, and that takes time and
diligence to find and address.

“It’s very simple,” Janek
says. “There are no shortcuts;
you have to look at the whole
horse. It’s one of the principles.
If you have a headache and say,
‘Real quick, can you adjust my
neck?’ -yeah, I can do that.

'Once In a while a horse is

initially apprehensive, but

after a few minutes they

seem to say, ‘On, okay. | like

this, This Is cool, proceed.

But that’s not really going to
help you. It helps you for a few
minutes, but there’s probably
a whole lot more that’s causing
your neck to hurt.”

Osteopathy is a more
holistic perspective that
balances the way traditional
medicine often focuses on
more isolated pathologies.

The two disciplines are
sometimes diametrically
opposed in approach, but
have the goal of doing the
same thing - treating and
solving the problem. They just
have different methods and
processes of getting there;
that doesn’t mean they can’t
complement each other and

make each other better at
what they do.

“It’s about empowering the
body to heal itself and not
about us doing the healing,”
he explains. “You could treat
the symptom, but if you're
not looking at the bigger
picture of what'’s causing the
symptom, then you're gonna
have to come back later and
do it again. And we all make
mistakes; I make mistakes,
and the students make
mistakes. But that’s not the
point. You have to be patient.”

Patience is something Janek
is extremely good at and
has a lifetime of experience
practicing. When he was
just a teenager, he struck
out on his own and attended
physical therapy studies.
Books were expensive for
a struggling student with
limited funds, so he honed

Continued on page 60
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Continued from page 59

his studies by drawing
anatomical diagrams to

help himself understand the
complexities. His work was
so impressive that he caught
the eye of an art teacher, who
subsequently hired Janek to
create illustrations for a book.
That turned into a sort of
unexpected scholarship that
enabled him to pay for his
own education.

At 24, he became a physical
therapist and started his own
practice, which quickly grew
to employ ten people in just
under a year. After nearly two
decades of success, he began
exploring osteopathy as an
alternative and supplement to
the limitations of traditional
PT. Studying at the University
of Liege in Belgium, he
needed to do hands-on
practical work to refine and
use the techniques and kind
of stumbled on a solution.

“We had horses at home,
so we had to practice,” Janek
says. “That’s how we start
learning and figuring it out.
It’s an actual thing on a horse;
you know when it’s working
because the horse is telling
you, ‘Hey, this is better. And it
was ultimately great for them,
too.”

Janek divides his time
between the U.S. and Europe,
traveling for work that
includes both teaching new
students, offering clinics,
and collaborating intensively
with medical professionals
and veterinarians. It’s not just
professional courtesy, either;
there’s a real partnership
that yields demonstrable
results between the two
disciplines. Veterinarians,
he says, provide essential
diagnostic and medical
expertise, while osteopaths
like himself bring a nuanced
understanding of the body’s
interconnected systems.“You
could use it on a dog, you can
use it on a rabbit,” he points
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Classroom at the Ocala Institute

out. Together, they form a
comprehensive, effective team
for education and innovation.
He remembers one case
he was called to consult on,
when some horses had been
deemed “pasture ornaments”
and unsuited to riding
anymore. Teaming up with
veterinarians, Janek was able
to get almost all of them back
to form again - two of them at
Olympic performance levels.
“We were very happy to
work together,” Janek says,
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pointing out that each brought
out the other’s strengths and
showed the good both could
do. Plus it was immensely
beneficial to the owners and
trainers. “They can learn how
to do this for their horses as
well; they can actually help.”
Watching one of his clinics
is fascinating; there’s a
respectful, calm, almost zen
vibe in the stable as Janek and
his team go to work. One at
atime, a horse is led into a
stall as Janek quietly speaks

to the owner to ask or answer
questions and make sure he
understands the particular
issue or problem, while a
veterinarian focuses on vitals
and test results on a computer.
Everyone watches as Janek
carefully and gently works on
the horse - who, by the looks
of it, is perfectly relaxed and
comfortable as their body
responds to the treatment.
Once in a while a horse is
initially apprehensive, but
after a few minutes they seem
to say, “Oh, okay. I like this.
This is cool, proceed.”

It’s a fascinating exercise in
non-verbal communication.
There’s a focused silence, but
it’s not tension - just a sort
of serene waiting. Even the
other horses up and down the
aisle of stalls seem affected,
angling their heads out and
looking towards Janek’s
team with intense interest
and curiosity, but they’re all
relaxed. It’s like they’re just
waiting to get a good massage.

“We’re all doing our thing,”
he says later. “Everybody
knows what to do, including
the horse.”

His dedication extends
into shaping the upcoming
generation of equine
osteopathic professionals;
the Vluggen Institute runs a
vigorous four-year program
and emphasizes that this is
and can be a profession, not
just a set of courses to take.

“I need to make you able
to use your brain and see
the signals and hear things
and recognize patterns. Use
your whole senses and your
common sense,” he explains.
“If you want to see, and you
want to listen, there’s a whole
lot.”

The curriculum is
extensive and includes
preparatory education
in anatomy, physiology,
and neurology alongside
hands-on practicum that
he considers “maybe the



most important” element
of training. He does four
courses of training a year
at his Ocala location, where
he has two older rescue
horses he sometimes uses
in demonstrations - “We
use them in class every now
and again, but otherwise
they’re just hanging out and
enjoying life” - and another
four modules he does in
Germany.

Next year he’s hosting
a 25th Anniversary
Conference here in Ocala
from May 29-31, 2026,
where professionals from
all over the world will be
appearing to speak, give
demonstrations, and offer
instruction, including Dr.
Richard Johnson, Professor
Emeritus at the University
of Florida; John Lewis, DO,
author of From the Dry

Bone to the Living Man; Dr.
Robert Thompson, author
of The Calcium Lie; Tony
Nevin BSc/OST/DO, who

is an elephant therapist;
and equine dentist Dr.
Elizabeth Foss and farrier
Clayton Wilbur, with whom
Janek will be partnering

in workshops during the
conference.

It’s an opportunity for
people to not only have a
look at what Janek does, but
also to see how osteopathy
and other disciplines
work together in real-
time situations. It’s also a
practical demonstration of
osteopathy’s professional
opportunities to an
ever-widening sphere of
interested students.

“We're seeing people
straight out of high school
or college come straight into

osteopathy, saying this is
what they want to learn and
do professionally,” Janek
says, and he’s happy to see
more people understand

the positive impact his
chosen field is having on

a new generation. It’s not
necessarily a big money
career that makes millions,
but that’s not important.
He’s built the life he wanted,
lives in a home he loves, and
has a job he wouldn’t trade
for the world.

“You just keep working
and the rest follows,” he
says. “Just be the best you
can, and really, what else do
you need?”

For more information about
The Vluggen Institute visit www.
vluggeninstitute.com. For infor-
mation about the 25th Anniver-
sary Conference, email marnie.
dressage@gmail.com.
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Angela Durrell has made
Ocala her home for the past six
Yyears, after living and working
in Los Angeles as a publicist and
writer. She has been an indepen-
dent contractor for more than 20
Yyears, working with and writing
for a diverse clientele in a variety
of disciplines and fields, includ-
ing Warner Brothers Studios,
Disney/ABC, Shelby American
Motors, Gannett Publications,
Marriott, and Hilton Hotels.
She has also served as casting
assistant/casting director for
television, independent and
studio projects. Angela is a
recipient of the Kennedy Center
Critic’s Award and finalist for
the Eugene O’Neill Award, and
has contributed to a number of
national and regional publica-
tions.
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35th Annual Ride-A-Thon

at Babcock Ranch Preserve!
Where you can...

BE A CHAMPION!

February 7, 2026
Gates open at 7:30 AM

8000 STATERD 31
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33982

" ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
SPECIAL EQUESTRIANS, INC!

REGISTER ONLINE AND CREATE YOUR OWN
CHAMPION PLEDGE PAGE:

» Special Equestrians’ Rider
Showcase

e 12,9, 3 Mile Equestrian Trails

e Earn a Minimum of $80 in
pledges to ride. complete
Pledge Sheet or Create Digital
Champion Page in a few easy E
steps! Share on social and
Make Miracles Happen! Text RAT2026 to 76278 (SMART)
TOP PRIZES!
Bagged Breakfast Be a SPONSOr /
Food Trucks & Refreshments WK—’E MW&[&% prpm
MUSic I‘-'I Sl l_,ﬂl 1! u VOur own
Raffles & Silent Auction horse (or purchase Trail
VIP Trailer Parking Ride Sponsor Package!)
Horses Provided with sponsor & provide prool of
package! negative coggins!

United DAY OF EVENT: DANA 239.898.2855 OR JAN 55 R
Way K57 239.851.7070 PATH
INTERMNATIONAL

Event Page at specialequestrians.net
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THE FOUNDATION BEHIND

WINNING

PARTNERSHIPS.

EXCELLENCE STARTS WITH UNDERSTANDING.

JOIN OVER 200,000 HORSE OWNERS WORLDWIDE WHO DISCOVERED THE PARELLI DIFFERENCE.
F—___

You love your horse, but something's missing... Maybe it's confidence.
Maybe it's connection. Maybe you're tired of fighting for every ride. The
Parelli Levels Program shows you how to replace force with finesse,
commands with communication, and frustration with fun.

@ Level Three a

FOUNDATION HARMONY REFINEMENT VERSATILITY
& TRUST & LIGHTNESS & COLLECTION & EXCELLENCE

BUNDLE ANY LEVELS & SAVE
+ GET YOUR FREE HORSEMANSHIP JOURNAL




Where Nutrition
Meets Health

by Mary Hartman, Our patented chia

CEO and Founder of supplements effectively

StableFeed target a variety of problems
Are you weary of horse in today's horses. Originally

feeds and supplements developed in my kitchen

that over-promise and for my own horse, these

underperform? StableFeed meticulously crafted

is a pioneer in the equine supplements quickly

industry, offering an gained attention for their

integrated approach effectiveness in tackling

to equine health with common equine health

microbiome testing, all- issues. Our most popular

natural functional food product, the Boosted

supplements, and minimally  Spirulina Chia, is renowned
processed feeds that support  for its immune support and
vibrant health in your horse.  stands out as the only feed-

StableFeed has been through product that can
collaborating with resolve sarcoids.
microbiologists and labs StableFeed has become
involved with the testing of synonymous with Sainfoin, it
equine microbiomes long or “holy hay". This nutrient- - e
before it became popular. dense forage provides hh SAINFOIN
We recently partnered with benefits beyond other =2 — e

AnimalBiome Labs, leaders forages but it fell by the
in the U.S. microbiome space, wayside with the advent of

to ensure your test results cash cropping. StableFeed ' . ' )
are timely and accurate. Our s bringing it back with a inflammatory. It is for sale in The development of
knowledge and experience dedicated Sainfoin product 40lb bags of 100% Sainfoin our products is guided by
with the equine gut enables  line. Sainfoin has a multitude forage pellets. peer-reviewed studies,
us to identify and correct of benefits. It is a highly If you want a wholesome  insights and advice
imbalances in the equine palatable, high quality substitute for today’s ultra-  from nutritionists and
microbiome to help you protein, a natural parasite processed horse feed, veterinarians, and feedback
create, restore and maintain  inhibitor, low in starch and this is it. StableFeed’s from the clients who matter
wellness at any age and any  sugar but high in fiber, non-  Seasons Biome Blend is most; the horses. We do not
stage in your horse's life. gas producing, and anti- an innovative Sainfoin- use chemical processing
based supplement with a or palatability enhancers
“StableFeed has become synonymous rotating roster of seasonal in any of our products. Our
with Sainfoin, or ‘holy hay9.” + plants that complement top priorities are _health,
Dl the nutrient dense base safety, and effectiveness.
feed. With 70%-76% As part of our safety check
bioavailable nutrition, we cross reference all
this product blows away product inclusions against
the competition. With the U.S.E.F. and F.E.I. lists
100% more bioavailable of disallowed plants and
nutrition than any other ingredients to make sure
feed on the market, this we meet their strict safety
ZRIRMLING product provides your requirements.
horse with everything they To learn more about

need to thrive, including StableFeed products, check
the minerals necessary to  out our website: www.
create healthy hooves. StableFeed.com




THIS IS HITS!

The 2025/2026 season at HITS Ocala’s Post Time Farm in
Ocala, Florida, is action-packed from start to finish. Dressage
riders make their way down centerline for the brand-new HITS
Post Time Dressage show. Then, the Festival of the Horse™
brings the entire equestrian community together before the 2025
HITS Ocala Holiday Series, the 2026 Post Time Farm Premier | &
Il, managed by West Management, and, of course, the 2026 HITS
Ocala Winter Circuit get underway with top athletes, elite horses,
and all of the HITS fan-favorites. Plus, the excitement continues
for three more weeks with the Classic Company’s Ocala Spring

l Classic Series.

N HITS POST TIME DRESSAGE
E November 22-23

FESTIVAL OF THE HORSE™
December 5-7

OCALA HOLIDAY SERIES
December 10-21

POST TIME FARM PREMIER I & I, West Management
December 31 - January 11

OCALA WINTER CIRCUIT - 2026
January 14 - March 22

N OCALA SPRING CLASSIC SERIES, Classic Company
I E March 25 - April 12

HITSSHOWS.COM

MARION COUNTY, FL




Farrier’s Magic:
A Tradition of Results
and Relationships

by Andrea Gillespie

At Farrier's Magic, we believe
that great business isn't built on
transactions, it's built on trust. For
over 85 years, Farrier's Magic has
had the honor of standing alongside
the horse owners, farriers, feed
store clerks, barn managers, and
veterinarians who breathe life into
the equine world. From those early
days to today, our mission has
remained simple: provide effective,
affordable equine supplements that
don't just promise results—they
deliver them.

Our product family PLUS Hoof
Supplement, Flex-N-Action Joint
Supplement, Magic Mineral, Proven
Pro:Formance Feed, and Graze-ON
Pasture Fertilizer reflects our
promise to support your horse's
well-being. Horse owners notice the
difference: stronger strides, healthier
hooves, easier movement, enhanced
mane and coat, lush pastures. More
importantly, they trust us to care
for the animals they love like family.
Trust isn't given, it's earned, and we
are proud to earn it every day in the
life of your horse.

What sets Farrier's Magic apart
isn't just our product, it's the people
behind it. We are a family-owned
and operated small business,
which means every scoop, every
shipment, and every customer
interaction carries our name and our
values. We're not chasing trends or
shortcuts. We're here for the long
haul, showing up day after day with
consistency, care, and a listening ear.

Our team knows that your horse
isn't just a number on a chart.
They're your partner on the trail,
your quiet morning in the pasture,
your therapy in the barn, your child’s
first lesson pony, or your once-in-a-
lifetime show companion. That's why
we believe real relationships matter,
and we want ours with you to feel

just as personal and enduring.

When we say “family business,”
we mean it in the most inclusive
sense. Because our customers;
those of you who've been with us for
decades and those just discovering
us, are part of our story too. Your
stories fuel ours. Whether it's the
farrier who swears by our PLUS
Hoof Supplement after 10-hour days
under horses, or the barn manager
who emails us photos of healthy
hooves after a long recovery, you are
the heart of Farrier's Magic.

We also know that in today's
world, budgets matter. Horses are
as beautiful as they are expensive,
and we've worked hard to keep
our products a cost-effective
alternative that doesn't cut corners.
Our ingredients are top quality, our
formulas are backed by experience,
and our pricing reflects our desire to
keep horses healthy without putting
a strain on your budget.

Through it all, we remain humbled
by the loyalty we've been shown.
Over time, we've seen trends come
and go, but relationships-real,
honest, human relationships—never
go out of style. It's why we answer
the phone when you call. It's why we
ship quickly. It's why we read every
email and celebrate your stories like
they're our own.

If you're new to Farrier's Magic,
welcome to the family. If you've been
with us through the years, thank you
for your trust. We are here because
of your belief in what we do—and we
intend to keep earning that belief,
one bag, one scoop, one story at a
time.

Results and Relationship -
That’s the Magic

From our pasture to yours,

The Farrier's Magic Family

For more information:

farriersmagic.com



SUPPORT YOUR HORSE'S
IMMUNE SYSTEM, NATURALLY.

SPIRULINA CHIA
Supports and promotes the healing of...

* Hives * Rain Rot
* Scratches * |tchiness
« Upper Respiratory Issues # Insect Sensitivity

= '5“1-" —
%s:‘%_-“‘.-r:‘ﬂ e

SPIRULINA

CHIA

IMMUNE SUPPORT

— A Fe

HET WEIGHT: ¥ LES

BOOS‘I‘ED SPIRULINA CHIA
= for when your horse needs
a llttle more help
* Sarcoids « Summer Sores
* Canker = Scratches
« Aural Plaques  + Upper Respiratory %‘%’ﬁ@e

SPIRULINA

CHIA

"II".U“ IUPPER'I'

MET WEIOHT: 3 LES

“YOU NEED THISIN YOUR BARN.
ESPECIALLY IF YOULIVE IN FLORIDA!™

~Elisa Wallace
5 Star Eventer and Mustang Trainer
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IEA is a great way
for existing youth
riderstotrya
new discipline.

IEA offers multi-level classes in
Horsemanship
Reining
Ranch Riding
Hunt Seat Over Fences
Hunt Seat Equitation
and Dressage

IEAis currently looking for
more DRESSAGE and WESTERN
Coaches to start teams in
Florida.

Give your rider a leg up into equestrian sport.
Start with IEA.

Established in 2002, the Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) has student athletes
in grades 4-12 who ride Dressage, Hunt Seat and Western in a draw-based (catch-ride) format.
Nearly 15,000 of them on over 1,500 teams across the United States. IEA Teams and local barns
provide loaned horses for each competition so that horse ownership is not a requirement
for riders - making IEA an affordable option for parents. |IEA offers more than $1.5M
in senior cash scholarships each season and prepares students for collegiate riding. IEA Hunt Seat
and Dressage National Finals will be held on April 23-26, 2026 at National Equestrian Center
in Lake St. Louis, MO. IEA Western National Finals will be held on June 20-22, 2026 in Fort Worth, TX
at the APHA World Show. |EA offers approximately 900 horse shows each season.
Join a team in your area or start a new team as a coach with at least 3 riders.

Membership for the 2026-2027 25th Anniversary Season opens in June.

IEA horse shows run August - April each season. Register your teams over the summer for a full show season.

INTERSCHOLASTIC idelEA
E%UESTRIAN ridelEA.org
SSOCIATION @ridelEA

IT'S YOUR FUTURE. TAKE THE REINS. 1 -877-R| D E'I EA

©2026



What does it take to start an IEATeam?

e ACoach (21 and older).
e Atleast 3 riders in either middle school (grades 4-8) or upper school (grades 9-12) in the same discipline.
o Access to horses and a facility to practice along with insurance coverage.

What does an IEA horse show look like?

o Teams are responsible for bringing horses (owned or borrowed) to each IEA show.

e Tack is provided for each rider.

e Riders compete in divisions from Beginner Walk-Trot through Varsity Open.

 Riders compete in 5 shows per season (6 for Western) in a maximum of 2 classes each show.

o [EAshows are held in a variety of facilities including outdoor arenas, private barns, and large show complexes.

e Riders draw the horses they compete on the day of the show with little to no warm-up (depending on discipline).

* Riders accumulate points for post-season qualification in Regional, Zone, and National competitions.

What does it cost to ride on an IEATeam?

o Membership in the IEA is $70 for riders, coaches and Adult Members and $200 per middle/upper school team.
o |EA Class fees are $55-$70 per class (in 2025). Arider showing in two classes would pay $110-$140 per show.
¢ Each coach is responsible for setting their own fees for lessons, coaching and other team requirements.

¢ Riders and parents are responsible for purchasing show clothing.

How do | find a team to join?
o The IEA website, www.RidelEA.org, has maps of current teams under each discipline. Look for FIND ATEAM.

Have a question about
joining IEA?

Contact Membership
Coordinator:
Jennifer Eaton
jenn@rideiea.org
1-877-RIDE-IEA

ext. 203

or visit RidelEA.org

Follow us on all
social media @RidelEA

Florida area Admin:
Simon Towns
simon@rideiea.org

¢ |EA suggests prospective riders and parents reach out to several coaches in your area to inquire about their team requirements.
 Once you have settled on a team, visit www.RidelEA.org to fill out the online membership application on the JOIN page.

When is the best time of year to join an IEATeam?

e |EA membership for the new season opens in June each year. Teams and Riders may join anytime
during the season, but the ideal time to join is between JUNE and AUGUST so that teams are ready
to start showing when the season opens.

e The vast majority of regular season |IEA shows happen between August and December.

e Post season shows can begin as early as January and run through April (or June for Western).

What are some benefits to being an IEA member?

e Over $1.5M in cash and collegiate scholarships awarded each season.

e Financial aid assistance to participate in IEA for those riders who apply
and demonstrate financial need.

e Local and National level youth leadership opportunities and recognition.

e Additional income opportunities for coaches and horse providers.

Who provides the horses at IEA shows?

e Shows are conducted by a host team with up to 3 co-hosting teams.

e The primary show-host is responsible for gathering all the horses
needed based on the amount of pre-determined entries.

e Each participating team is asked to help provide horses, if the primary
show-host does not have enough at their own disposal.

A specific set of rules determines how many times a horse may be ridden in a class
per show day to avoid excessive use.

¢ Horses may also be provided by local barn owners, colleges, private owners, etc.

¢ |EA members may offer their own horses for use at IEA shows, which could be an
advantage should they randomly draw them.

e Horses wear name-tags and are warmed up by non-competitors in the morning

for everyone to witness prior to the draw.

Ron Schwane Photography

IEA has lots of Hunt Seat teams in Florida and we are looking for more Dressage and Western Coaches.

Gather some riders and start a new team for our 25th Anniversary Season in 2026-2027.




Thoroughbred
Kindergarten
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by Jen Roytz

Thoroughbreds are a breed
like no other. Known for their
speed and athletic prowess on
the racetrack, their abilities
beyond racing are no less
impressive. They routinely go
on to compete in disciplines
like eventing, jumping, barrel
racing, polo, dressage, and
more, but they are equally
common as lesson horses, trail
mounts, and beloved family
pets.

‘With all of that on-track
talent and off-track versatility,
have you ever stopped to think
about how such a well-rounded
horse gets its start?

‘While The Jockey Club
reports that nearly half of
the Thoroughbreds born in
North America each year are
foaled in Kentucky, the Florida
Thoroughbred Owners and
Breeders’ Association estimates
that an incredible 75 percent of
the North American foal crop
finds its way to Central Florida
each year to receive their first
under saddle sessions and
foundational training.

The Right Start

Thoroughbreds are typically
started under saddle toward
the end of their yearling year
and into their two-year-old
year. For states like Kentucky,
New York, and Maryland that
have robust Thoroughbred
breeding populations, the
weather that time of year is
anything but predictable and
typically involves freezing
temperatures, snow, and
frozen ground.

That’s why many horse
owners opt to send their
future racing stock south
to Florida, where the mild
climate, limestone-rich grass
and seemingly endless acres
of gently rolling hills offer
the perfect environment for
ayoung horse to learn and
thrive.

According to the Florida
Department of Agriculture, the

IIop'srainees doing one of their first breezes

state is home to more than 600
Thoroughbred horse farms and
training centers, the majority
of which are in Ocala and the
surrounding area. Many of
these farms focus partially,

if not primarily, on starting
young horses under saddle

and developing them as racing
prospects.

‘With so many horses coming
to Florida each year, it’s no
wonder many of the world’s top
two-year-old conditioners call
Florida home as well.

One such example is
English-born Carl Allsop. Born
into an equestrian family,
Allsop gravitated to racing with
aspirations of being a jockey.

“I'rode and showed horses
as a child, but I always wanted

I 2 s . ey

and development.

Allsop Iies to give his young horses a lib

to go faster. I got my jockey’s
license as soon as [ was of age
and rode in steeplechase races,
because it wasn’t enough to just
go fast in big circles, [ wanted
to jump over things too,” said
Allsop, with a laugh.

Allsop had a certain knack
for getting along with all types
of horses, and that talent
quickly got him noticed.

“Irode some races in Europe,
but at 21 years-old, I got an
opportunity to go to Dubai with
Shadwell Farm to start horses
under saddle with Kiaran
McLaughlin,” said Allsop.
“That’s one of those ‘once in
alifetime’ opportunities, so
T hopped on a plane. That
decision changed the course of
my life.”

Allsop stayed with
McLaughlin, a multiple Grade
l-winning Thoroughbred
trainer, through his tenure
in Dubai. Allsop then came
with him to the United States,
where he worked as an exercise
rider for McLaughlin and as a
traveling assistant (going with
his trainees when they traveled
to train and race at other
tracks) at the track in New York
for more than five years, taking
horses to Florida each winter to
train and race.

‘Working for McLaughlin
was like getting an Ivy League
education in how to start and
bring along young horses, but
Allsop much preferred the
mild Florida climate to others
he'd experienced, so after a
stint as a private trainer in
Virginia, he relocated full-time
to Florida, where his specialty
is starting young horses under
saddle.

Allsop’s All Thorough
Rehabilitation, Training and
Sales, which he operates in
partnership with his wife,
veterinarian Elizabeth Weber,
DVM, is based out of Oak Ridge
Training Center, one of Central
Florida’s larger private training
facilities. There, trainers like
Allsop can rent barns and

Continued on page 72
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Continued from page 71

have access to their facilities,
which include a one-mile
dirt track, 7/8-mile turf track,
large pastures, small private
paddocks, and lots of open
space for hacking.

Allsop explained that when
he starts young horses under
saddle, the first few weeks
center around groundwork and
manners, teaching the horses
how to lunge and long line,
and accept a bit in their mouth.
He says after 10 to 14 days of
groundwork, they're usually
confident enough in the basics
of stop, go, and turning that
they are ready to do it with a
rider on their back.

“It's important to have
consistency during this process.
That’s one of the great things
about being here in Central
Florida. You don’'t miss many
days due to bad weather,” said
Allsop. “My goal is to work
with them every day, building
on what we did the day before
and introducing something
new every day. If one of them
struggles with a concept and
needs a day here and there to
just review what we did the day
before, that’s completely fine,
but I find making that forward
progress at a steady clip when
they're that age helps them
not to get bored or sour about
training and learning.”

Once the horses are ready
to carry a rider, Allsop starts
by walking and jogging in
the shedrow of his barn, then
progresses to a paddock where
he does figure-eights and the
walk, trot, and canter, before
taking them to the track or
hacking around the property,
often with other groups of
horses from the barns of other
trainers based at Oak Ridge.

He explained that when
training young horses, you
want to make doing the right
thing easy and obvious, with
clear cues from the hands, legs,
and voice. If they do the wrong
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Photo provided by David Scanlon

thing, such as buck or throw

a temper tantrum, the rider
need not over-react, but rather
calmly redirect their energy
and effort back to the task at
hand.

Once they start going to the
track regularly, trainers like
Allsop monitor their progress
carefully based on a number
of factors, such as how mature
they are, both physically and
based on their actual birthdate
(ahorse born in February

strengths and weaknesses are
makes all the difference in
how they develop [as adults],”
said Allsop. “One of the fun
parts of the job is when the
lightbulb comes on and they
want to go faster, but it’s our
job to know when to let them.
It'simportant, as they're
developing, to only let them go
for short bursts of speed and
not pound on them or let them
do too much.”

Making sure young horses

The footprint of Scanlon's new facility.

the year prior, for example,

will likely be more physically
mature than one born in May
or June), how they are handling
the training mentally, and how
they are looking and feeling
physically, checking their legs
and watching them walk and
jog daily.

“Looking at each horse as an
individual - figuring out what
they need and how they learn
best - is a very important part
of the process. These are big,
powerful animals, and the
time you put into them on the
front end to help them learn
and understand what their
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get enough turnout is a key
factor in bringing them along at
this stage of their training, said
Allsop. Florida’s mild winter
temperatures and expansive,
agriculturally rich land are
ideal for that.

“At this stage of their lives,
these horses are growing a lot,
so we try to turn them out as
much as we can,” said Allsop.
“That’s another reason the
Ocala area and where  am
at Oak Ridge in particular, is
such a good spot for what I do.
There’s ample turnout, and you
can hack everywhere, asit’s
all double fenced. Giving them

exposure to the things they see
around the farm - other horses,
cattle at the farm next door,
horses training on the track
from afar -it’s all so important
so they aren't just focused on
the racetrack and speed. It’s
about developing a confident,
well-rounded individual.”

Giving Them What They
Need to Succeed
‘While some horsemen like
Allsop prefer keeping their
operation small enough to
manage themselves, there are
others who operate on a larger
scale. One such horseman is
noted juvenile conditioner
David Scanlon. For years,
Scanlon had operated his
two-year-old training and
sales business out of one of
Oak Ridge Farm’s divisions,
going from starting 30 horses
under saddle each year to 130 or
more regularly for some of the
leading owners in the business.
That number still wasn’t
meeting the demand he
was getting for his services,
so just last year, he and
his wife, eventing trainer
and competitor Blair King,
purchased a 240-acre training
center formerly owned by
lauded horseman Eddie Woods.
Now under the banner of
Scanlon Training and Sales, the
property features 200 stalls, a
one-mile racetrack, 7/8-mile
turf course, 41 paddocks and
pastures, an equine swimming
pool, walking machines,
multiple round pens and open
pathways throughout the
property for hacking.
“The farm was designed
by Eddie Woods, an icon in
the two-year-old training
business over the past 50
years, and until his retirement
[last year] served as his base
of operations, so the thought,
planning, and horsemanship
that went into the design is
unparalleled,” said Scanlon.
Like Allsop, Scanlon is a
strong proponent of liberal



turnout for his equine pupils
and says one of the biggest
advantages of his new farm
compared to many others he
and his wife considered had to
do with not only the amount of
pastures and paddocks the farm
had, but the land itself.

“This farm has a roll to it like
a Kentucky farm with a lot of
gentle hills,” Scanlon said. “Bone
density is really important when
it comes to developing young
horses and thinking about their
long-term soundness. There
are numerous studies that have
shown that horses need to be
out moving around, running,
and playing to build that bone
density. The less active they are,
the more you lose the ability to
build strong bones at a critical
stage of their lives.”

Nutrition plays a key factor in
developing equine athletes as
well. Scanlon explained that for
young horses, you want to have a
careful balance of meeting their
caloric needs for their stage of
life and activity level, but you
want it to be the right types of
calories and nutrients.

“We feed a concentrated
feed with a 10 percent fat and
low starch content, and we
buy really good hay. I want
them to have proper forage
in front of them at all times,
which helps them develop in
SO many ways, but also protects
their gastrointestinal system
by constantly digesting that
forage,” said Scanlon. “You don't
want babies to have too much
alfalfa early, but as they progress
in their training, you want to
add in more of that richer alfalfa
hay.

Scanlon says his team also top
dresses each horse’s feed with
an oil blend that offers Omega-3
and Omega-6 fatty acids, flax,
wheat germ, and rice bran.

“We are big believers in DAC
oil, which has all of the good
oils you want mixed into one
product,” said Scanlon. “Some
oils are more inflammatory, and
the last thing you want in any

horse, but especially a young
horse just beginning its athletic
career, is inflammation. Fat

is really important for young
horses too. It keeps them calmer
and really does wonders for
their coat and digestion.”

Of the 180 or so horses sent
to Scanlon each year to start
under saddle and train for a
future career as a racehorse, he
estimates 50 or so come with
the intention of being pointed
to one of the two-year-old sales
held each spring and summer.
Of those 50, some are horses
he personally selects at the fall
yearling sales as pinhooking
prospects (horses that are

Getting the

purchased with the intention
of developing and selling the
following year), while others are
sent to him by their connections,
many of which have done the
same.

“We get all kinds of horses
in for breaking, but I like to
buy a certain kind of horse for
pinhooking; one with a good
hind end, maybe a straighter
hind leg so they have good
propulsion,” said Scanlon.
“When you're shopping
for yearlings [to pinhook],
you're always looking at their
birthdays, then you're thinking
about which sale or sales to
point them at based on that

Big Horse

Over the years, some of the sport’s biggest stars have
passed through David Scanlon’s care, including Sierra
Leone, the 2024 Breeders’ Cup Classic (G1) winner and
Eclipse Champion Three-Year-Old Male.

Other notable horses that Scanlon and his team have
prepared for their racing careers include Bernardini
(Travers Stakes (G1), Jockey Club Gold Cup (G1), Preak-
ness Stakes (G1) winner and Champion Three-Year-Old
Male, who went on to be one of his generation’s most
prolific sires); Rags to Riches (2007 Belmont Stakes,
Kentucky Oaks (G1), Santa Anita Oaks (G1) and Las
Virgenes Stakes (G1) winner and Champion Three-Year-
Old Filly); Afleet Alex (Preakness Stakes (G1), Belmont
Stakes (G1) and Hopeful Stakes (G1) winner, and the
2005 Eclipse Champion Three-Year-Old Male; and most
recently Splendora, winner of the 2025 Breeders’ Cup

Filly and Mare Sprint (G1).

One of the most meaningful for Scanlon, however, is
Grade 1 winner-turned stallion, Army Mule.

Scanlon purchased the son of Friesan Fire out of the
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern Fall Yearling Sale in
2015 for $35,000 - a bargain in terms of Thoroughbred
yearling prices - with the intention of pinhooking him
in one of the following spring’s two-year-olds in train-

ing sales.

“That horse changed my life,” said Scanlon. “It was his
walk that first made me notice him. He was just so ath-
letic, and during the time we had him, he just continued
to impress me as he developed and matured.”

Offered for sale by Scanlon the following May at the
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Two-Year-Olds in Training Sale,
he brought $825,000, a remarkable return on his invest-
ment and validation of what he saw in the horse.

“For where I was in my career, it couldn’t have come at
a better time,” he said. “It’s still probably the biggest sale

of my life.”
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initially. But then, you get them
home and start working on
them, and it’s more about how
they’re handling stuff physically
and mentally.”

Scanlon said that while the
horses he gets in to be started
under saddle and trained for
the first few months of their
two-year-old year come with a
wide array of sizes, shapes, and
values, they all get the same
individualized care to help
them reach their potential as
racehorses...and beyond.

“We have some high-end
clients that spend seven figures
on a horse and you say ‘wow,
that’s what you get when you
spend a million bucks’ - they're
often physically mature and
just impressive to look at,” said
Scanlon. “But whether they cost
twenty thousand, two million,
or anywhere in between,
they all get treated as equals.
And sometimes, that twenty-
thousand-dollar horse is the
one that jumps through all the
hoops easier and quicker than
the rest.”

JenRoytzis a marketingand com-
munications specialist based in Central
Kentucky with a professional back-
ground in Thoroughbred racing and
aftercare. Jen is a partner in Topline
Communications, a Lexington-based
marketing, communications and PR
firmserving small and medium-sized
businesses. She and her husband, Dr.
Stuart Brown, own Brownstead Farm,
a 115-acre Thoroughbred breeding,
sales, racing and sport horse facility in
Versailles, KY.

Jenremains a passionate advo-
cate for Thoroughbred aftercare and
regularly speaks on the topic at both
thelocal and national levels. A lifelong
equestrian, Jen enjoys competingin the
hunter/jumper arenas and specializes
in the transition and retraining of
Thoroughbreds into amateur-friendly
show and recreational mounts.
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SMALL PAD. BIG DIFFERENCE.

Relieve poll tension, support focus, and enhance your horse’s comfort—every ride

The Benefab® Smart Poll Pad isn't just another piece of tack—it’s a powerful combination of far-
infrared fabric and embedded magnets designed to target key acupressure points at the poll.

:.{Helps relieve tension and tightness _I¢Pr'omores relaxation and focus « Supports circulation and recovery

Amy
w Verified by shop
" United States

| love this poll pad! | can feel the calmness that
comes over my horses when it is on!

Was this helpful? =k 1 "0

Mary L.
B | |ined State

Benefab poll pad
Absolutely love this product. My horse has been
doing so much better on the trails.

&2 Share

Joel G,

Love my Benefab poll pad!

This is my dth reorder of the poll pad. | have one
on all of my bridles and my halters for my mare.
She is very head shy and the poll pad makesa
tremendous difference. | highly recommend!

E2 Share Was this helpful? =& 0 "¥.0

Available In 6 Colors! Grab Yours Today!
THERAPEUTIC. PRACTICAL PROVEN, e scnrste sgsreoron semons s
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Back on Track:
Technology for Better Rides

Great rides start long
before you enter the arena.
When you and your horse
can move freely and recover
easily, your performance
naturally improves. Across the
country, more equestrians are
turning to a smarter, science-
based approach to optimizing
comfort and performance for
both horses and riders.

Innovative technologies
play a vital role in this shift
toward science-based
horsemanship. As a global
leader in textile technology,
Back on Track is already
transforming the way horses
and riders prepare, perform,
and recover through the
power of Welltex®.

Welltex® technology

Welltex® technology is not
just fabric. It's a state-of-the-
art textile technology found
exclusively in Back on Track
products. This technology
utilizes a proprietary ceramic
and mineral solution that
reflects body heat as far
infrared energy, supporting
circulation, easing stiffness,
and aiding recovery.

How Far Infrared Energy
Works

Research shows that far

Mobility in Movement = e amating Power ot

S

Matural Comfort
You Can Fecl—Fast

infrared energy (FIR) has
multiple benefits for both
horses and humans. Here's
the science behind the
technology.

Circulation: FIR increases
nitric oxide, which causes
vasodilation, allowing oxygen
and nutrients to move more
efficiently through blood
vessels. This prepares the
body for work and supports
faster recovery afterward.

Relaxation: Increased
nitric oxide also activates
signals that aid muscle
relaxation. By keeping
muscles supple, FIR
helps reduce fatigue
and discomfort, which is
especially important for
avoiding injury.

Recovery: FIR promotes
natural biological processes
that support healing,
including the production of
growth factors and collagen.
This effect aids recovery,
providing both horses and
riders with the support they
need to remain at their best.

Clinically Proven Results
Independent studies have

shown measurable results

with Back on Track products.
Veterinarians using

Welltex’

Clinically Proven Results

thermography and bone scan
technology have observed
increased circulation and
reduced inflammation in
horses’ backs and legs when
using Welltex® products

In another trial, horses
with back discomfort
showed noticeable
improvement in both trot
and canter after wearing
Welltex.

For Horses

Back on Track offers
a wide range of equine
products that bring Welltex
benefits into daily routines.
Blankets, sheets, saddle
pads, and leg wraps all
help horses warm up,
stay supple, and recover
comfortably.

For riders who compete
or train regularly, these
pieces can make a visible
difference in how a horse
feels and performs.

For Riders

Back on Track also brings
the same innovation to
riders. Apparel and joint
supports with Welltex
technology support
improved endurance and
comfort during long days at
the barn or in the saddle.

N\ Back on Track

Prepare Perform Re

Functional Products for

People | Pets | Horses

From breeches to base
layers and back braces, the
collection gives equestrians
the same advantages that
their horses enjoy.

For Pets

Horse people are dog
people. With a full range of
Back on Track products for
dogs of all sizes, pets can also
benefit from Welltex. After all,
every animal deserves to feel
their best. Even if their most
important job is to be our best
friend.

Built for the Barn

Back on Track products
are designed for everyday
life in the barn. The ceramic
and mineral particles are
permanently woven into the
fibers, so the benefits will not
wash out.

Many horse owners and
riders report that their sheets,
wraps, and apparel last for
years with proper care. To
introduce the technology,
start with short periods of
wear, then gradually extend
the time until you find the
ideal routine for you or your
horse.

Ready to Experience the
Power of Welltex?

When equestrian
performance and comfort
matter, Back on Track
helps both horse and rider
prepare, perform, and
recover more effectively.
With a product line trusted
worldwide and proven by
science, it is easy to see why
so many barns keep Welltex
in their tack rooms.

Visit backontrackusa.com
or your local retailer to
explore the full line of Back
on Track products. Discover
how Welltex can transform
the way you and your horse
feel, ride, and thrive.
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LIMBER MAX
" Arbor Fit

Limber Max has quickly become an indispensable part
of Whispery Pines Percherons and our horse care
routine. We use it regularly before and after
workouts/training/driving and rides, and the results
have been outstanding. It effectively soothes sore
muscles, eases stiffness, and promotes faster recovery —
all without leaving any residue or irritation.

We appreciate the thoughtful formulation and high-
quality ingredients that clearly reflect a deep

understanding of equine needs. The light, pleasant scent
is an added bonus, making it pleasant to use.
We began using Limber Max on our one-horse Goose 4

who exhibited tension and discomfort in his TM], poll, | ——y e
and neck regions. The liniment has provided major F | 5 1 .
relief, reducing muscle tightness and improving his ] A b
overall comfort. What a difference in his performance | L)

now during our training sessions! Goose visibly relaxes
during application of Limber Max — it’s clear he
associates it with relief and comfort! We are truly

¥

astonished in the transformation of Goose and are
grateful for Limber Max for helping us to get our horse y
back to himself! Limber Max is now a staple in our barn, {

@

and we never go on the road without it!

Since incorporating Limber Max into my routine, I've
noticed a marked improvement in all nine of my
Percheron Geldings comfort, healing and overall
performance. We highly recommend this liniment to
any owner or trainer seeking a reliable, professional-
grade product that truly delivers on its promises.

Sam and Kellie Rellinger

HISPERY PINES

PERCHERONS
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LIMBER MAX /.

Made in the USA by ﬁ bOI’ Fit S 9 \
-\
ASK FOR LIMBER MAX £
AT YOUR LOCAL HARNESS
SHOP OR FEED STORE.

Enhances healing of torn and
damaged tendons and
ligaments and bowed tendons.

Reduces swelling and
inflammation.

GREAT EOR SALE PREPPING!
Does NOT/leave dresidue.

WILLNOT BLISTER

Used and trusted by equine
professionals in prepping high
quality sale horses, race horses

and show horses.

MOST ORDERS SHIP THE SAME DAY

Limber Max
newme ... Gallon
$207.99 ea

Street
City, State, Zip

9
Phone $55.95 ea

P.O. Box 105
Pint Mechanicstown, Ohio 44651-0105

crevcaranumer: ||| |

Security Code:‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Card or check payment accepted

@ visa = B2

mastercar

Expiration Date:‘ ‘ ‘ $29.95 ea

SHIPPING CHART
$0-$60.00....... $8.00
$60.01-$179.99...... $10.00
$180.00 - $299.00....$15.00

Ohio Residents
add 6.75% sales tax

ED1125

Ph: 330-708-5880 « Fax: 330-422-3032
Email: arborfit@ibyfax.com

Dealer Inquiries Welcome



Adapting Equine Management Solutions:
Building Resiliency in a Changing Climate

Do seasonal transitions
seem to either last very long
or go by slowly? What about
when it rains for days and
then is dry for weeks? That's
right, seasonal weather
extremes are more common
today than they used to be.
This can add to a long list
of important management

considerations for your horse.

Insects such as flies and
ticks that bother horses have
begun to persist for longer
because of these changes in
weather.
Combatting Increased
Tolerance

With warmer seasons
lasting longer and cooler
seasons shorter, insects have
an opportunity to reproduce

80

longer throughout the year.
This provides an opportunity
for exposure to fly repellants
more often in a given year.
Insects such as flies can
develop a tolerance to
chemical insecticides when
exposed consistently. The
longer flies have throughout
the year to reproduce
exacerbates this issue.
Fortunately, Guaranteed
Horse Products, LLC (GHP)
offers Fly Bye! Plus, a
naturally derived fly spray
that utilizes nature’s power to
combat flies on a biological
level. Fly Bye! Plus operates
differently than traditional
chemical insecticides, and
comfortably addresses

the issue of tolerance after
repeated use.
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Building a Resilient
Management Approach
GHP has experienced
the rollercoaster of weather
extremes alongside their
customers and have noticed
a pattern over the years.
Spearheaded by their fly
spray, Fly Bye! Plus, GHP's
customers have been
purchasing their products
for fly control and grooming
earlier in the spring and
continuing later into the fall.
Pests are not the only issue
presented with seasonal
changes that impacts horse
management. Extended
periods of wetness or the
inability for the ground to
freeze during winter can lead
to increased opportunities
for skin dermatitis issues.

GHP has also seen their
product, Muck Off! used to
treat skin issues such as rain
rot or scratches extended
throughout the year.
Adapting management
techniques to prioritize
the comfort and increase
performance of your horse
will always come first.
At GHP, we continue to
innovate, and solve for
the many management
challenges faced throughout
each year, so your horse can
continue to feel their best.
To learn more about
Guaranteed Horse
Products and their entire
product line, check out
their website here: www,
guaranteedhorseproducts.
com
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Equine Colic:

Understanding it and Managing
with Light Therapy

by Donna Woods

Colic is not a specific
disease but rather a symptom
that encompasses any form of
gastrointestinal pain in horses.
It can vary in severity—from
mild gas buildup to life-
threatening twisted intestines.
In this article, we explore how
light therapy, particularly the
use of red and green lights,
can support the care of horses
suffering from colic.
Understanding
Equine Colic

Colic is often classified
into different types based
on the cause, such as gas
colic, impaction colic, or
twisted intestines. Horses are
especially prone to colic due to
their unique digestive systems.
Factors like abrupt dietary
changes, sudden weather
changes, lack of hydration,
stress, or insufficient exercise
can all contribute to the onset
of colic.

Traditionally, colic treatment
may involve pain relief
medications, administering
fluids, walking the horse to
reduce discomfort, or even
surgical intervention in
severe cases. However, these
methods, while effective, often
only treat symptoms or work
as reactive measures.

The Role of Light
therapy in Colic Care

Light therapy, a form of
photobiomodulation, uses
specific wavelengths of light to
promote healing at the cellular
level. In the case of colic, light
therapy can play a key role
in reducing inflammation,
promoting relaxation, and
aiding in digestive regulation—
all without harmful side
effects.
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Red and Green Light:
Why These Colors Matter
The use of red and green

lights in light therapy for
horses dealing with colic has
shown promising effects. Each
light frequency interacts with
the body differently, and when
combined, they can offer
complementary benefits:

Red Light (660 nm): Red
light penetrates deeply into
the tissue and has strong
anti-inflammatory properties.
It stimulates cellular energy
production (ATP), increases
blood flow, and reduces
muscle spasms. When applied
along key areas associated
with the gastrointestinal
tract, red light can help
alleviate the muscular
tension and cramping that
are characteristic of colic.
Additionally, its effectiveness
in boosting circulation helps
to support the movement of
fluids and gases through the
intestines, helping relieve the
painful bloating or impactions
often experienced in colic
episodes.

Green Light: Green light is
primarily used for its calming
effect. Horses can easily
become stressed when
experiencing abdominal
pain, and that stress often
exacerbates colic symptoms.
The calming effect of green
light can help reduce overall
anxiety, which is crucial
for allowing the horse’s
parasympathetic (rest and
digest) nervous system to
function optimally. Green light
also helps support gut motility,
encouraging the gentle
movement of the intestines
and aiding in digestion.
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Using Light Therapy to
Manage Colic

Light therapy is best used
as both a preventive measure
and as an intervention during
the early signs of colic. It's
important to be equipped
with the right tools, such
as Photonic Health devices
that incorporate both red
and green light settings.
Depending on the type of colic
(gas, impaction, spasmodic),
the acupuncture points used
will vary. Applying red and
green light to these points
can help alleviate colic
symptoms by stimulating
digestion, reducing muscle
tension, minimizing pain, and
promoting relaxation.

Regular use of red and
green light therapy can
also help prevent colic
by maintaining digestive
health and reducing stress.
llluminating key acupuncture
and fascia release points
serves to maintain overall
health and balance that
supports gut function, while
green light can be used to
encourage relaxation during
stressful periods.
The Role of Serotonin
and How Light Therapy
Enhances It

Serotonin plays a vital role
in gut health as it regulates
intestinal movements and

influences mood, which
affects the gastrointestinal
tract. Light therapy,
particularly red and green
light, enhances serotonin
production by stimulating
specific points and improving
blood flow, which helps
regulate gut motility and
promotes calm, reducing the
chances of colic.
Why Light Therapy Works
for Gut Issues and Colic

Studies show that red light
therapy increases cellular
energy production and
reduces oxidative stress, while
green light therapy calms the
body, supporting gut motility
and aiding in recovery.
Conclusion

Light therapy can
effectively stop colic in
most cases and minimize its
severity in others. Photonic
Health's red and green light
therapy devices provide a
natural, non-invasive way
to alleviate pain, reduce
inflammation, and support
recovery during colic
episodes. When combined
with veterinary care and
proactive management, light
therapy is a powerful tool for
immediate relief and long-
term gut health support.
Learn more and download a
free colic chart at
PhotonicHealth.com/colic.
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UntoucHED HORSES. A POWERFUL
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Made for Horses.
Loved by Riders.

Athletes Experience
the Benefits of the
BEMER Horse-Set

BEMER is not only good for your
horse, but also for you!

Experience the benefits of BEMER
with our human products.
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THE ULTIMATE LOMPETITION EXPERIENCE

FEB. 11-15 « WEEK | MAR. 4-8 - WEEK IV
FEI C512*/ National Hunter/ Level 5 Jumper FEI CSI12*/ National Hunter/ Level 5 Jumper

FEB. 18-22 « WEEK Il MAR. 11-15 « WEEK V
FEI CSI2*/ National Hunter/ Level 5 Jumper FEI CSI2#*/ National Hunter/ Level 5 Jumper
Inquire for series stabling & on-site lodging.

- [
FENBt 2|6H ':IALR'I!J WE{:F:( "hl Reserve early for the greatest

ational Hunter/ Level 5 Jumper/ Qutreac savings and guarantee your space in our

luxury permanent barns.
7 - o Y , . - ,
 scover /L tortda :/ premier H?f!ﬂf.’-jff.-’“f({fﬂ aéﬁfﬁmfzwg_

WWW.TERRANOVAEQUESTRIAN.COM

31625 CLAY GULLY RD. MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251
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Special Equestrians, Inc.

Invites You to Join Us for an

(ﬁnc/mril@d@p

Making Miracles Happen

to Benefit Special Equestrians

Taste of Love: A Wine & Food Extravaganza
Sunday, March 22, 2026 » 5:00-9:00pm
at The Ranch Concert Hall & Saloon « 2158 Colonial Blvd,, Fort Myers

Auctioneer: Jay Severson | Emcee: Gina Birch
Live Auction - Silent Auction - Wine Tasting

« Culinary Partners «

Sefior Pepe’s Paella Catering
Chef Pepe

Purchase Tickets ($125) or Sponsorships
online starting December 1, 2025
Scan the QR Code or visit hitp://TOL2026.givesmart.com E{rRE

R v
For information, call: Lisa Coy 239.226.1221 + Jan Fifer 239.851.7070 i :
www.SpecialEquestrians.net (=

‘ﬂ%ﬁ

Blue Pointe Oyster Bar The Melting Pot
& Seafood Grill Chef Chris Keys
Chef Andy Brown Nothing Bundt Cakes ?_;E%
BJ's Restaurant & Brewhouse Chef Karen Weber i |
Chef David Alcantar SOUL by Janette Dulaney __ :
Cantina Laredo Janette Dulaney, Cake Arfist o )
CI"IEIFMUF{I-H Gﬂll'r'clﬂ Texas Roadhouse |

| EABake Kitchen & Bakery Chef Shawn Washington

g Chefs Sam Savich and Larisa Medina \.,"i,:ky Bakew
Ember Korean Steakhouse Chef Betsy Rivera
Chef Chris Shin Wine

l:,__/ GS Caterin Breakthru Beverage Group

Chefs Michael Gavala and Ed Johnson Beer

Sunconst Beverage Sales
I Tayler Distributing Flarida, Inc.

) I URITED WaY
|---I-|' ' l I:'i “-1\ ﬂgﬂnaa'nuz]phlil? & ‘:;Te.li
i) RIAN ST ————— Fetas Agwncy



www.MyEXEQ.com

=)

exceptional equestrian

WELCOME TO EXCEPTIONAL EQUESTRIAN

An Equestrian Lifestyle Boutigue conveniently located inside
The World Equestnan Center, Ocala

P mmt K

'-\.;;
\

. a R :f*_;—.*-"--‘-
BRANDS WE CARRY
ForHorses - Penelope - Ego 7 - FreeJump - Yagya - Kismet - Antares
Schockemohle - Dada - Vestrum - Animo - and more!

We are located in Arena 3 and 4 next to the Grand Arena
352-844-7189 - www.exceptionalequestrian.com

n MYyEXEQ ExceptionalEquestrian
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ARENA FOOTING

GGT Footing

Barb DiPalma

851 Simuel Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301
864.804.8664 (c)
864.579.4484 x105 (0)
GGTFooting.com

GGT Footing

Cynthia Keating

851 Simuel Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301
864.804.0011(c)
GGTFooting.com

SORTAS EQUINE FIBRES
Mark O'Connor -
International Sales
0031.613.414842

Marc Harbers -

North America Sales
908.400.1793
SortasRecycling.nl

BARN BUILDERS

KT Custom Barns
5311 Country Road 77
Millersburg, OH 44654
330.893.3500
KTBarns.com

Kirkham Building System
3777 W. State Route 37
Delaware, OH 43015
740.548.7810
KirkhamBuildingSystem.com

Horizon Structures
5075 Lower Valley Road
Atglen, PA 19310
888.44SHEDS
HorizonStructures.com

Morton Buildings
800.447.7436
MortonBuildings.com

Pole Barns Direct
2212 Fox Avenue, SE
Minerva, OH 44657
877.71.BARNS
PoleBarnsDirect.com

Rigidply Rafters
701E. Linden Street
Richland, PA 17087
717.866.6581
Rigidply.com

Walters Buildings
5045 US-68

Urbana, OH 43078
800.558.7800
WaltersBuildings.com

BARN/FARM
MANAGEMENT
Equistaff

1028 E. Silver Springs Blvd.
Ocala, FL 34470
352.293.2088
Equistaff.com
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Showsafe
561.404.SHOW (7469)
ShowSafe.show

Sound Stables Equine
Laura D'Agostino
Alachua/Marion County, FL
SoundStablesEquine.com

BEDDING
MANUFACTURERS

The Espoma Company
Espoma Naturals/Sani-Care
6 Espoma Road

Millview, NJ 08332
800.634.0603
Sani-Care.com

BEDDING SUPPLIERS

Buckeye Bedding
8880 State Route 83
Holmesville, OH 44633
330.340.5931

BLANKET CLEANING

The Blanket Lady

Janet Dyer (Largent)
440.552.6900
TheBlanketLadyOhio.com

(FL) BOARDING BARNS/
TRAINING STABLES

2 Mutch Show Jumping
Hugh Mutch

12843 Kazee Road
Loxahatchee, FL 33470
561-632-8630
2MutchShowJumping.com

Andrea’s Dream Believer
Stable

16600 Hollow Tree Lane
Wellington, FL 33470
561.289.8515
DreamBelieverStables.com

Chestnut Hill Arabians
Joe Alberti

6455 SW 73rd Street
Ocala, FL 34476
610.872.9628
ChestnutHillArabians.com

Choyce, LLC

Joyce Chartier

6400 SW Martin Hwy
Palm City, FL 34990
772.4851903
ChoycelLLC.com

Desert Rose Ranch, LLC
Pam LiVecchi

1700 SE Ranch Road
South Jupiter, FL 33478
561.779.5206
DesertRoseRanch-FL.com

2026

Five Phases Farm
Roger Roberts
Ocala, FL
352.229.7739
FivePhasesFarm.com

Grey Dawn Stables
Michelle Redding-Welch
201 SE 90th Street, #5770
Ocala, FL 34480
GreyDawnStables.com

Hunter Vale Show Stables
Heather Froehlich Cortell
Ocala, FL

440.539.7287
HunterValeShowStablesllc.com

Joey's Ranch

Daniel Ishaki

6227 Gun Club Road

West Palm Beach, FL 33415
561.688.6517
JoeysRanch.com

Kobi's Place

Kobi Rhodes

13277 60th Street, South
Wellington, FL 33449
954.684.2313
KobisPlace.com

Leprechaun Stables
Lyn Donnhugh

6650 NW 35 Street
Ocala, FL34482
352.817.8665

Mikenda Farm
Brenda Hagemeister
4740 Lazy H Lane
Christmas, FL 32709
407.568.8418
MikendaFarm.com

Ocala Stirrups

at Chestnut Hill Arabians
Joe Alberti

6455 SW 73rd Street
Ocala, FL 34476
610.872.9628
ChestnutHillArabians.com

Pink Flamingo Stables
Alicia Grace

6723 Park Lane East,

Lake Worth Beach, FL 33449
516.650.6555
PinkFlamingoStables.com

The Rusty Daisy Ranch
Michelle Bock

5450 Stable Way
Naples, FL 34114
239.289.4966
Facebook.com/

The Rusty Daisy Ranch

Redfield Farm

Emil Spadone

5375 NW 115th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
908.693.5419
RedfieldFarms.com

River Run Farm, LLC
Phoebe Weseley

14710 Palm Beach Point Blvd.
Wellington, FL 33414
908.234.9059
RRFHorseHaven.com

Riviere Equestrian Farm
Ricardo Lozinsky

7536 NW 90th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
407.314.1851
RiviereEquestrianFarm.com

SS Show Jumping Stables
Andres Soto

16883 Deer Path Lane, #5014
Wellington, FL 33470
305.815.7724

Facebook.com/

SS Show Jumping Stables

Saddlewood Horse Club
Christina Sdrenka

16111 Saddlewood Lane
239.738.9300

Cape Coral, FL 33991
CapeHorses.com

Wagon Wheel Horse Farm
Michelle Harper

12225 NE 42nd Terrace
Okeechobee, FL 34972
863.634.6397
WagonWheelHorseFarm.com

Weather Watch
Performance Horses
Andrew Wilson

235 Center Street
Naples, FL 34106
239.823.6330
WeatherWatchPH.com

West Coast Blessed Ranch
Antonio Medina

3400 Smith Road

Naples, FL 34117
239.289.3837
WCBRNaples.com

Winstar Farm

Carole Wilson

11434 Ranchette Road
Fort Myers, FL 33966
239.872.9709
WinStarFarmFL.com

(KY) BOARDING BARNS/
TRAINING STABLES

Ballyhigh Show Stable
Joyce Brinsfield

320 Pinckard Pike
Versailles, KY 40383
859.948.2632
BallyhighShowStable.com

Circle T Farms

Jason Thompson

653 Georgetown Road
Paris, KY 40361
Facebook.com/
CircleTFarmsParis



Cloud Nine Farm
Stevie McCarron Wigley
480 Lansing Lane
Midway, KY 40347
859.537.7324
TheCloud9Farm.com

Cornerside Stables
Michelle & Laura Shea
460 Tarr Road

Paris, KY 40361
860.268.3714/
860.933.2006
CornersideStables.com

Dogwood Hill Farm
Bailey Armour

2400 Fords Mill Road
Versailles, KY 40383
DogwoodHillKy.com

Grit Equine at

Bryan Station Farm
Jodi Dickey/Erin Woodall
3006 Bryan Station Road
Lexington, KY 40516
859.420.3401/
502.316.3565
GritEquine.com

Holladay Hills Stable
Liz Barcomb

3950 Real Quiet Lane
Lexington, KY 40324
270.847.3856
Facebook.com/
HolladayHillsStable

Liftoff Equestrian
Ashley Watts

2108 Huntertown Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.221.9085
LiftoffEquestrian.com

Moss Landing

Nicole Patenaude

505 Millersburg Cynthiana Road
Millersburg, KY 40348
MossLandingKY.com

Newtown Breeze Farm, LLC.
George & Sylvia Fister

2878 Newtown Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
859.338.3592

Paddle Stone
Equestrian Center
Sandra Middleton

4864 Bryan Station Road
Lexington, KY 40516
859.983.3251
KYHorseBoarding.com

Queenslake Farm

292 Soards Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
702.885.1263

River Mountain Farm
Elaine Schott

3085 Troy Pike
Versailles, KY 40383
859.489.0481
RiverMountainFarm.com

Scott Keller, LLC at
Townsend Springs Farm
571 Russell Cave Road
Paris, KY 40361
917.609.9663
ScottKellerLLC.com

Shawhan Station Equine
Emily Brooks

384 Old Oxford Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.592.8560

Stone Columns Stables
Jeff + Melanie Ramey

611 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
561.870.6587
StoneColumnsStables.com

T&B Sporthorses
Taylor/Brooke

Off-Site Lessons & Training
Lexington, KY area

847.791.6738/

859.285.9784
Facebook.com/T&B Sporthorses

Top Venture Farm
Sarah Berkowitz

1901 West Lane
Nicholasville, KY 40356
610.613.1576
TopVentureLLC.com

Valley View Farm

Jim & Katie O'Brien
4606 W Leestown Rd,
Midway, KY 40347
920.819.1103
ValleyViewFarm.online

Volitivo Sporthorses
Kate Dickerson

292 Soards Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
847.602.3427
VolitivoSporthorses.com

West Wind Stables
Nicole Peterson
4787 Haley Road
Lexington, KY 40516
231.245.6687
WestWindKy.com

(OH) BOARDING STABLES/
TRAINING BARNS

All-Win Stables

Diane Winters
5077 US Hwy 42 S
Delaware, OH 43015
740.272.7636
AllWinStables.yolasite.com

Bayhill Farm

Doug Rath Performance Horses
2630 Carriage Road

Powell, OH 43065

614.588.3316

Blue Ridge Farm

Holly Taylor

37511 Sugar Ridge Road
North Ridgeville, OH 44039
440.610.1606
BlueRidgeFarmEventing.com

Bookmark Farms

Joan Promen/Colleen Holton
8824 Morse Road, SW
Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740.964.2601
BookmarkFarms.com

Cessna Stables
Shannon Cessna

7651 Friendsville Road
Lodi, OH 44254
330.461.2318
CessnaStables.com

Chagrin Valley Farms
9250 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
440.543.7233
ChagrinValleyFarms.com

Clearbrook Farm

Kathy Kennedy

Granville, OH
740.587.7097
ClearbrookFarmOhio.com

Cornerstone Farm

6809 Beach Road

Medina, OH 44256
330.696.4304
CornerstoneFarmOhio.com

Creekside Eventing Complex
3084 Sleepy Hollow Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
303.907.7129
CSEventingComplex.com

Ellrick Farm

Susan Channing-Lloyd
10286 Wilson Mills Road
Chardon, OH 44024
440.285.4556
EllrickFarms.com

Equine Differences
Ric Weitzel

11911 Leavitt Road
Oberlin, OH 44074
440.822.4685
EquineDifferences.com

Free Spirit Farm
Kris Ropp

13987 Watt Road
Novelty, Ohio 44072
440.338.4203

2026

Handle Hill Farm
Mary Mehwald

11244 Handle Road
Strongsville, OH 44136
440.238.4541
HandleHillFarm.com

Hawthorne Hill

Holly Helbig, DVM

7480 Badenoch Road
Dublin, OH 43017
330.807.2643
RideWithHawthorneHill.com

Hinckley Equestrian Center
1575 Ledge Road

Hinckley, OH 44233
330.289.1787
HinckleyEqg.com

Hunter Vale Show Stables
Heather Froehlich Cortell

8782 Kinsman Road,

Novelty, Ohio 44072
440.539.7287
HunterValeShowsStableslic.com

J & J Equestrian Sports

Jill Zuk/Joanne White

25725 Osborne Road
Columbia Station, Ohio 44028
216.533.9469

Kate Coleman Equestrian
3084 Sleepy Hollow Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
216.246.5136
KateColemanEquestrian.com

Ledge Hollow Stable
Jean Fashempour

982 Ledge Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.416.2338
LedgeHollowStable.com

Quiet Meadow Farm
Stefanie Portman/Shirley
Krames-Kopas

8123 Dines Road

Novelty, OH 44072
440.636.3813/

440.708.3023
QuietMeadowFarmOhio.com

Red Tail Equestrian
Richwood, OH
RedTailEg.com

Rivendel Farm Dressage
10920 Windham-Parkman Road
Garrettsville, OH 44231
rivendelfarm@netlink.net
440.813.4009

Sand Hill Stable
Elizabeth Shaw

4311 State Route 303
Mantua, OH 44255
330.221.8819
SandHillStable.com

89



Shenanigans Stables
7310 Abbey Road, NE
Carrollton, OH 44615
ShenanigansStables.com

Stealaway Farm
Angela Moore

9317 Johnstown-
Alexandria Road, NW
Johnstown, OH 43031
614.989.9029
StealawayFarm.com

Stone Gate Farm
Jackie Smith/Kyle Smith
31407 Schneider Road
Hanoverton, OH 44423
330.277.6964/
330.277.6592
StoneGateFarm.org

Stone’s Throw

Sport Horses, LLC

Laura Ann Kosiorek-Smith
31250 State Route 172
East Rochester, OH 44625
814.434.0914

Stoney Ridge Stables
Jen Powell

2010 Reimer Road
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.819.8295
StoneyRidgeStables.com

Topline Stables at Walden
Janeen Langowski-Grava
1109 Aurora-Hudson Road
Aurora, OH 44202
440.666.6182
Topline-Stables.com

Triple H Ranch

Kylie Hofacker

6259 Ryan Road

Medina, OH 44256

330.462.1415
TripleHRanch5.godaddysites.com

White North Stables

Jill Klepeis-Brick/Elizabeth Porter
3160 Chagrin River Road

Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
216.598.6826
WhiteNorthStables.com

Woodland Acres

Equestrian Center

Christina McPhie

401 Ridgewood Road
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.730.1245

Facebook.com/
WoodlandAcresEquestrianCenter

BREEDERS

Coppertop Clydesdales
Laurie Gallatin

13445 County Home Road
Marysville, OH 43040
937.707.9216

90

Harvey Arabians

Jim & Louise Harvey
7487 Wooster Pike Road
Seville, Ohio 44273
330.722.7781

Smokey Valley Horse
Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2

Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com

BRIDLE FITTERS

By Design Equestrian
Boutique, LLC

Authorized Retailer, PS of Sweden
Jennifer L. McLandrich
440.487.1925

CLUBS/
ORGANIZATIONS

CADS

Classical Attraction Dressage
Society

234.804.8735
CADSDressage.org

ELCR

Equine Land

Conservation Resource

4037 Iron Works Pkwy, Suite120
Lexington, KY 40511
859.455.8383

ELCR.org

ETS

Equine Trail Sports
512.537.3961
EquineTrailSports.com

IEA Interscholastic Equestrian
Assoc.

877.743.3432

RidelEA.org

IHSA

Intercollegiate Horse Shows
Association

844.307.4472

IHSAInc.com

ILHA

International Liberty Horse
Association
LibertyHorseAssociation.com

KHC

Kentucky Horse Council
859.367.0509
KentuckyHorse.org

LUCK

Leg Up for Cleveland’s Kids
Luck4Kids.org

MODA

Mid-Ohio Dressage
Association
MidOhioDressage.com

2026

NODA

Northern Ohio Dressage Asso-
ciation

NodaRider.org

OHC

Ohio Horseman's Council
614.6001972

OHCOnline.com

OPHA

Ohio Professional Horsemen's
Association

OPHA.org

YEDA

Youth Equestrian Development
Association

ShowYEDA.com

COACHING +
CONSULTING

Shamrock Legacy Coaching &
Consulting, LLC

Susanna Massie Thomas,
Leadership + Personal
Development Coach
ShamrockLegacyCoaching.com

DENTISTRY

Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital
Brad Tanner, DVM, DAVDC-EQ
2150 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 4051
859.233.0371
RoodandRiddle.com

Valley Equine Dentistry
Gian P. Gargiulo, DVM
Serving OH, PA and MI
440.356.9550
ValleyEquineDentistry.com

DINING

Red State BBQ

4020 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40511
800.694.4651
RedStateBBQ.com

Warren's Spirited Kitchen
14614 E. Park Street

Burton, OH 44021
440.273.8100
WarrensSpiritedKitchen.com

World Equestrian Center
The Paddock Club

4095 OH 730

Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
WorldEquestrianCenter.com

EDUCATION/
UNIVERSITIES

Asbury University
One Macklem Drive
Wilmore, KY 40390
859.858.3511
Asbury.edu

Equi-First Aid USA
Equine Health, Safety

and Emergency Response
Courses

833.423.3133
Equi-FirstAidUSA.com

Georgetown College

400 E. College Street
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.863.8000
GeorgetownCollege.edu/equine-
scholars/

Lake Erie College

391 West Washington Street
Painesville, OH 44077
855.467.8676

Lec.edu

Midway University
512 E. Stephens Street
Midway, KY 40347
800.952.4122
Midway.Edu/Equine

Ohio State University
281 W. Lane Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210
614.292.6446

Osu.edu

Otterbein University
1 South Grove Street
Westerville, OH 43081
614.890.3000
Otterbein.edu

Parelli Landing
Johnsonville, NC
Parelli.com

Spirit of Leadership
9796 Cedar Road
Novelty, OH 44072
440.338.1752
Spirit-Of-Leadership.com

University of Findlay
1000 N. Main Street
Findlay, OH 45850
419.422.8313
Findlay.edu

University of Kentucky
410 Administration Drive
Lexington, KY 40506
859.257.9000

UKY.edu

University of Louisville

2301 S. 3rd Street
Louisville, KY 40292
800.334.8635
Louisville.edu

EQUINE APPRAISERS

SEB Equine Appraisals, LLC
Sara E. Ballinger
419.348.3771
SEBEquineAppraisals.com



EQUINE ASSISTED
THERAPY

Central Kentucky
Riding for Hope

PO Box 13155
Lexington, KY 40538
859.231.7066
CKRH.org

Hope Meadows Foundation
Center for Healing & Equine
Therapy

PO Box 31862

Independence, OH 44131
216.232.3656
HopeMeadowsOh.org

Majestic Equine
Connections, Inc.
Therapeutic Riding +
Community Events
Medina, OH
440.668.8364

MajesticEquineConnectionsinc.org

Pine Knoll Center For
Integrated Horsemanship
4901 Ironworks Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
859.559.6220
PineKnollFarm.com
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FARM EQUIPMENT

Ag-Pro Company
2699 Morehead Road
Flemingsburg, KY 41041
606.845.7311
AgProCompanies.com

Special Equestrians
5121 Staley Road

Fort Myers, FL 33905
239.226.1221
SpecialEquestrians.net

Spirit of Leadership
9796 Cedar Road
Novelty, OH 44072
440.338.1752
Spirit-Of-Leadership.com

True North Veteran Support
7575 State Route 521
Sunbury, OH 43074
740.272.0612
TrueNorthVeteranSupport.org

EQUINE
ENTERTAINMENT

Equus TV
800.358.2179
EquusTelevision.com

Whispery Pines Percherons
Carriage Rides & Logging
Sam + Kellie Rettinger
Kingsville, OH
440.858.5285/440.413.3033
Facebook.com/
WhisperyPines15/

Cashmans Horse Equipment
1646 US HWY 42 North
Delaware, OH 43015
740.363.6073

Cashmans.com

Reveal 4-N-1

Mt. Orab, OH 45154
937.444,2609
Reveal4-N-1.com

Willandale Golf Cart Sales
111 N. Wooster Avenue
Strasburg, OH 44680
330.663.3824
WillandaleGolfCartSales.com

FEED/HORSE CARE
SUPPLIES

Caliber Feed & Supply
8550 OH - 534
Windsor, OH 44099
440.272.1900

2026

Cashmans Horse Equipment
1646 US Highway 42 North
Delaware, OH 43015
740.363.6073

Cashmans.com

CENTERRA Country Stores:
CenterraCoop.com

OHIO Locations:

Kathy Green, Equine Expert
440.321.9996

Ashland Country Store
1290 Middle Rowsburg Road
419.281.8423

Chardon Country Store
12285 Ravenna Road
440.285.3143

Cortland Country Store
312 South Mecca Street
330.637.4015

Grafton Country Store
717 Erie Street
440.926.2281

Jefferson Country Store
161 East Jefferson Street
440.576.3010

Medina Country Store
6701 Wooster Pike (SR 3)
330.721.0852
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Ravenna Country Store
467 Cleveland Road
330.296.3424

West Salem Country Store
40 Equity Street
419.853.4027

Wooster Country Store
1009 Old Lincoln Way West
330.264.9925

Farmers Exchange:
FeedForLess.com

OHIO Locations:

Berea Farmers Exchange
384 West Bagley Road
Berea, OH 44017
440.243.6505

Medina Warehouse
650 W. Smith Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.618.6854

Wadsworth Farmers Exchange
231 Great Oaks Trail
Wadsworth, OH 44281
330.706.1359

Geauga Feed & Grain

11030 Kinsman Road

Newbury Township, OH 44065
440.564.5000
GeaugaFeed.com

Gold Coast Feed

13501 South Shore Blvd ,Suite 101
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.4607
GoldCoastFeed.com

Ocala Breeders Feed & Supply
Locations:

6855 US-27

Ocala, FL 34482

352.402.0303

OBFS.com

1171 SW 60th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34474
352.237.3399
OBFS.com
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Natural & Herbal
Support for Horses

IMPROVING HORSE HEALTH SINCE 1998
WWW.EARTHSONGRANCH.COM

431 NW 27th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34475
352.629.8686
OBFS.com

SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com

Stable Feed
507.487.2323
StableFeed.com

Sugarcreek Shavings
3121 Winklepleck Road
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
330.852.3538
SugarcreekShavings.com

Reiterman Feed & Supply
103 N. London Street
Mount Sterling, OH 43143
740.869.3817 / 866.869.3817
ReitermanFeed.com

FEED/SUPPLEMENTS

Buckeye Nutrition
330 E. Schultz Avenue
Dalton, OH 44618
800.417.6460
BuckeyeNutrition.com

DAC

Direct Action Company
6668 Old Rt. 39, NW
Dover, OH 44622
800.921.9121
FeedDac.com

Geauga Feed & Grain

11030 Kinsman Road

Newbury Township, OH 44065
440.564.5000
GeaugaFeed.com

McCauley's Bros., Inc.

111 Broadway, P.O. Box 604
Versailles, KY 40383
800.222.8635
859.873.3333
McCauleysFeeds.com

SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com

-r\a- vl
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Stable Feed
507.487.2323
StableFeed.com

Witmer’s Feed and Grain
WitmersFeed.com
Locations:

Berlin

3398 Berlin Plank Road
Berlin, PA 15530
814.267.4124

Columbiana Mill

3770 Renkenberger Road
Columbiana, OH 44408
330.482.4321

Garfield Mill
15970 Front Street
Salem, OH 44460
330.537.4631

FENCING/STALL
SYSTEMS & DESIGN
Heritage Equine Equipment
74 Quail Lane

Box Springs, GA 31801
706.575.5153
HeritageEquineEquip.com

RAMM Horse Fencing & Stalls
13150 Airport Highway
Swanton, OH 43558
800.434.7919

RammFence.com

Swiss Valley Fence
2411 State Route 39
Sugarcreek, OH 44681
330.852.4460
SwissValleyFence.com

FURNITURE

Created Hardwood

16 West Poplar Avenue
Columbus, OH 43215
330.4471780
CreatedHardwood.com

HAY GROWERS

Bauer Hay & Straw

3162 Paris Pike, Bldg. 51
Lexington, KY 40511
859.533.9068
www.BauerHayStraw.com

Little Stinker Farm
13987 Watt Road
Novelty, OH
440.338.4203

HELMETS
ARRO Helmets
ArroHelmets.com

HOME DECOR -
EQUESTRIAN

Olde Wood, LTD

7557 Willowdale Street
Magnolia, OH
866.968.2924
OldeWoodLTD.com

# 2026 BUusINESS DIRECTORY

HOOF CARE
PROFESSIONALS

American & International
Association For Professional
Farriers

44 Dorchester B

West Palm Beach, FL 33417
859.533.1465
ProfessionalFarriers.com

Enlightened Equine

Hoof Care

Steve + Dora Hebrock

Certified Hoof Care Professionals
330.813.5434
EnlightenedEquine.com

HORSE CARE/
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Achieve Equine

FLAIR Strips/VIP Equestrian/
Iconic Equestrian

PO Box 61

Delano, MN 55325
763.972.9056
AchieveEquine.com

B Gone Animal Products
BGoneWhiteLine.com

Back on Track USA
Equine Performance Products
BackOnTrackUSA.com

BeneFab Products
Kat Chrysostom
855.957.8378
BenefabProducts.com

Brave Horse CBD
312.296.7900
BraveHorseCBD.com

Certified Shade
Technologies
Kool Kurtains
301.407.0744
KoolKurtains.com

Charlee's Fly Spray
4905 S. State Road 7
Wellington, FL 33449
423.341.6146.
CharleesFlySpray.com

Dimples Horse Treats
859.384.1058
DimplesHorseTreats.com

Earth Song Ranch

Natural + Herbal Horse Health
Support
EarthSongRanch.com

Equilume Performance
Lighting

Lisa Hamilton
800.242.9259
Equilume.com



Farm Jenny

24/7 Equine Monitoring
139 Pearce Road

Mars, PA 16046
833.327.6536
FarmJenny.com

Farrier's Magic

888 School Street
Okolona, Ohio 43545
800.321.6694
FarriersMagic.com

Funky Unicorn
Show-Safe Electrolyte
Supplements
FunkyUnicornChews.com

GG Equine
Grazing Muzzles
888.994.2070
GG-Equine.com

Grey Pony Designs

Custom Dry-Erase Boards for
Equestrians

440.984.6228
GreyPonyDesigns.com

Guaranteed Horse Products, LLC
Fly Bye! Plus

Hudson, OH

330.687.3353
GuaranteedHorseProducts.com

HandsOn Gloves
Grooming Gloves
8174770017
HandsOnGloves.com

Kawell USA
888.576.5237
KawellUSA.com

Limber Max

Arbor Fit Products

PO Box 105
Mechanicstown, OH 44651
330.708.5880
ArborFit@IByFax.com

One Touch Equine Fly Spray
330.594.7797
OneTouchFlySpray.com

Orange Slow Feeder
253.363.7801
OrangeSlowFeeder.com

Photonic Health, LLC
2471 NW 44th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
855.436.7082
PhotonicHealth.com

Showsafe
561.404.SHOW (7469)
Showsafe.show

Ultimate Repair V
4095 S. State Road,
Suite L-149
Wellington, FL 33449
833.878.2563
UltimateRepairV.com

HORSE CARE/
SPECIALTY SERVICES

BEMER Group - Florida
Belinda & Curt Coenen,
Independent Distributors
904.868.4550
BEMEREquine.com

BEMER Group - Ohio
Kristine Nagy,
Independent Distributor
Kristine@BEMERMail.com

Dr. Hansen's

Equine Apothecary
Kristen Hansen,

PharmD. RPh.
DrHansensApothecary.com

Equigea

Advanced Equine Fertility Services
PetersonSmith Equine Hospital
15107 SE 47th Avenue
Summerfield, FL

352.307.3000

Equigea.com

Flex PEMF
Rene Hushea
330.299.5157

K.B!s Sheath Cleaning
Kristen R. Boltz, RVT
330.205.3008
Facebook.com/
KBSSheathCleaning

Nursemares of Kentucky
Laura Phoenix

929 Bethlehem Road
Paris, KY 40361
607.437.0479
Facebook.com/
NursemaresOfKentucky

KESMARC

Kentucky Equine Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation Center

258 Shannon Run Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.9955

Kesmarc.com

Rejyouvenate
Karin Bergener
330.608.5906
Rejyouvenate.net

The Blanket Lady

Horse blanket washing,
waterproofing, and repair
Janet Largent
440.552.6900
TheBlanketLadyOhio.com

HORSE SHOWS/
VENUES

Brave Horse

1029 South County Line Road
Johnstown, OH 43031
614.404.1150
Brave-Horse.com

Chagrin Hunter Jumper Classic
Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field
3799 Chagrin River Road
Moreland Hills, OH 44022
ChagrinHunterJumperClassic.org

Chagrin Valley Farms
9250 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
440.543.7233
ChagrinValleyFarms.com

Equine Affaire

Ohio Expo Center
717 E. 17" Avenue
Columbus, OH 43211
740.845.0085
EquineAffaire.com

Florida Horse Park
11008 S. Hwy 475
Ocala, FL 34480
FLHorsePark.com

Florida State Fairgrounds

Bob Thomas Equestrian Center
4100 US Hwy. 301 North

Tampa, FL 33610
FloridaStateFair.com/Equestrian

HITS Show Series
151 Stockade Drive
Kingston, NY 12401
845.246.8833
HitsShows.com

Hinckley Equestrian Center
1575 Ledge Road

Hinckley, OH 44233
330.289.1787
HinckleyEq.com

Kentucky Three Day Event
Kentucky Horse Park

4089 Iron Works Pkwy
Lexington, KY 40511
859.233.2362
KentuckyThreeDayEvent.com

Wellington International
3400 Equestrian Club Drive
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.5867
WellingtonInternational.com

Win-Seek Fallen Pines
Equestrian Center
5022 Everett Hull Road
Cortland, OH 44410
330.638.2255
win-seek.com

World Equestrian Center
4095 State Route 730
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
WorldEquestrianCenter.com

World Equestrian Center
1390 NW 80th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
352.414.7900
WorldEquestrianCenter.com

2026

INSURANCE

C. Jarvis Insurance Agency
49 East Garfield Road
Aurora, OH 44202
440.248.5330
Jarvislnsurance.com

Equine Insurance
Professionals, LLC

A Division of Central Virginia Insurance
540.825.8511
EquinelnsuranceProfessionals.com

Fry's Equine Insurance
3907 Broadway

Grove City, OH 43123
614.875.3711
FrysEquinelnsurance.com

Pamela Nock Insurance, LLC
American National Insurance
PO Box 162

Grafton, OH 44044
440.667.4999
PNockins@gmail.com

PTZ Insurance Agency, Ltd.,
Providers of ASPCA

Pet Health Insurance

11333 North Scottsdale Road,
Suite #160

Scottsdale, AZ 85254
888.716.1203
ProtectYourHorse.com

Tapp & Associates
Equine Insurance
Mary Huddle
513.383.0191
MHuddle@AmFam.com

JUMPS/EQUIPMENT

Light ‘N Lasting
Southington, OH
800.3971239
LightNLasting.com

LEGAL SERVICES

Law Office of

April L. Woodward, LLC
125 Main Street, Suite 2
Chardon, OH 44024
440.834.2162
Woodward.law

MANURE MANAGEMENT

Green Mountain Technologies
206.319.7102
CompostingTechnology.com/
Equestrian
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MARKETING/GRAPHIC
DESIGN

Aristo Marketing
Mandy Boggs
440.984.6228
Aristo-Marketing.com

ENSO Media Group
PO Box 470603
Cleveland, OH 44147
440.668.2812
EquestrianDirectory.com

Gold Horse Media
Taylor Graham
GoldHorseMedia.com

Topline Communications
Sarah Coleman/Jen Roytz
Lexington, KY
330.518.9001/
859.494.4712
TeamTopline.com

Yellow Barn Media
Jamie Samples

PO Box 432

Howell, Ml 48843
517.375.5399
YellowBarnMedia.com

MASSAGE/BODYWORK

Beauty And the Beasts

Animal Wellness

Jill Lionetti, Certified CCMT, CEMT
Akron, OH

330.352.3341
BeautyAndTheBeastsMassage.com

Miracle Farm, LLC

Barbara BJ Hartmann-Sasak
17964 Owen Road
Middlefield, OH 44062
440.318.4113
MiracleFarmRescue.org

NeighSpa

Wendy Usner, CEMT
Equine Massage & Reiki
330.220.9087
NeighSpa.com

Sound Stables Equine
Laura D'Agostino
Alachua/Marion County, FL
SoundStablesEquine.com

Wendy L. Shaffer, MMCP
Masterson Method
Certified Practitioner
Integrated Performance
Horse Bodywork
724.815.5236
AgileEquineBodywork.com

MEMORABILIA/
COLLECTIBLES

Secretariat.com
PO Box 4865
Louisville, KY 40204
Secretariat.com
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NURSE MARES

Nursemares of Kentucky
Laura Phoenix

929 Bethlehem Road
Paris, KY 40361
607.437.0479
Facebook.com/
NursemaresOfKentucky

PHOTOGRAPHY

Angilouie Photography
9379251143
AngilouiePhotography.com

Deb Little Photography
Fine Art/Photos
614.315.5461
DebLittle.com

ENSO Media Group

PO Box 470603
Cleveland, OH 44147
440.668.2812
EquestrianDirectory.com

Gold Horse Media
Taylor Graham
GoldHorseMedia.com

Jessa Janes Photography
440.669.7860

Lasting Impressions
Photography

Raymond Duval
440.465.4121
RayDuvalPhotography.com

Lori Spellman Photography
440.497.8875
LoriSpellmanPhotography.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY
SERVICES

Acclivity Integrated
Physical Therapy, LLC
Amethyst Barto, PT, DPT
216.200.7130
AcclivityPT.com

REALTORS

Chad Long

Coldwell Banker - King
Thompson

614.580.9513
ChadLong.CBInTouch.com

Ludwig Real Estate Group
Kelly + David Ludwig
Coldwell Banker
614.327.0017
LudwigRealEstateGroup.com

Mary Vedda

Keller Williams Realty
Olmsted Township, OH
440.336.2796
MaryVedda.KWRealty.com

2026

Showcase Properties
of Central Florida
5780 SW 20th Street
Ocala, FL 34474
352.351.4718
ShowcaseOcala.com

RESCUE/ADOPTION/
THOROUGHBRED
AFTERCARE

Angels Haven Horse Rescue
Evergreen Farm

13297 Durkee Road

Grafton, OH 44044
440.781.5060
AngelsHavenHorseRescue.org

CANTER Kentucky

PO Box 2996

Louisville, KY 40201
312.513.1259
CanterUSA.org/Kentucky

Copper Horse Crusade
3739 Glenn Highway
Cambridge, OH 43725
740.601.2752
CopperHorseCrusade.com

Happy Trails Farm
Animal Sanctuary
5623 New Milford Road
Ravenna, OH 44266
330.296.5914
HappyTrailsFarm.org

Kentucky Equine Adoption
Center

1713 Catnip Hill Road
Nicholasville, KY 40356
859.881.5849

KYEAC.org

Maggie's Mission Rescue
PO Box 345

Sharon Center, OH 44274
MaggiesMissionRescue.org

Maker's Mark Secretariat
Center

4155 Walt Robertson Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.246.3080
SecretariatCenter.org

Miracle Farm, LLC
17964 Owen Road
Middlefield, OH 44062
440.318.4113
MiracleFarmRescue.org

New Vocations Racehorse
Adoption Program

OH, KY, PA, NY Facilities
937.947.4020
NewVocations.org

Old Friends

1841 Paynes Depot Road
Georgetown, KY 40324
502.863.1775
OldFriendsEquine.org

Retired Racehorse Project
2976 Solomon’s Island Road
Edgewater, MD 21037
410.798.5140
RetiredRacehorseProject.org

Thoroughbred

Aftercare Alliance
859.224.2756
ThoroughbredAftercare.org

Thoroughbred Charities

of America

2365 Harrodsburg Road, #A200
Lexington, KY 40504
859.276.4989

TCA.org

SADDLES/SADDLE
FITTING

Balanced Seat Equestrian, LLC
Laura Sweeten, Master Saddlers
Association- Fitter

County Saddlery

Representative, KY+OH
928.637.3396
Laura.Sweeten@BalancedSeat.com

Barnes Tack Room
Robert Barnes
808.557.1371
BarnesTackRoom.com

Contour Saddlery
Letitia Glenn

5950 SW 1st Lane
Ocala, FL 34474
833.312.9444
ContourSaddlery.com

Freedman Harness Saddlery
206 N. Gratz Street

Midway, KY 40347
859.846.9674
FreedmanHarness.com

Saddles 101

Heather Soones

SMS Qualified Saddle Fitter
135 Hunt Road

Portersville, PA 16051
240.4311318
Saddles101.com

*(See TACK/RIDING for
Add’l Saddles Retail/Resale)

EQUIPMENT/APPAREL
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS/
GIFTS

Equestrian Delights
216.225.4548
EquestrianDelights.com

Grey Pony Designs
Custom dry-erase boards
and farm signs
440.984.6228
GreyPonyDesigns.com



Mare Modern Goods
Original equestrian artwork + gifts
MareGoods.com

Sawhorse Jewelry Designs
Unique handmade equine jewelry
SawhorselJewelry.com

The Dusty Ribbon Quilting Co.
216.392.2004
DustyRibbonQuiltingCo.com

SPORTS MEDICINE +
REHABILITATION

KESMARC

Kentucky Equine Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation Center

258 Shannon Run Road
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.9955

Kesmarc.com

TACK/RIDING
EQUIPMENT/APPAREL

Becker & Durski Turf Goods
Wagner's Pharmacy

3111 S. 4 Street

Louisville, KY 40214
502.375.0001
WagnersPharmacy.com

Big Dee's Tack & Vet Supply
9440 State Route 14
Streetsboro, OH 44241
800.321.2142 / 330.626.5000
BigDWeb.com

Boot Barn

2200 War Admiral Way, Suite 110
Lexington, KY 40509
859.264.7388

BootBarn.com

Boot Barn

4511 Outer Loop
Louisville, KY 40219
502.961.8468
BootBarn.com

By Design Equestrian Bou-
tique, LLC Authorized Retailer
PS of Sweden

Jennifer L. McLandrich
440.487.1925

Carl's Place
4927 Wilkes Road
Atwater, OH 44201
330.325.1641

Central Kentucky

Tack & Leather

3380 Paris Pike, Suite 1100
Lexington, KY 40511
859.299.TACK (8225)
CentralKentuckyTackandLeather.com

Chagrin Saddlery

8574 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
440.708.0674
ChagrinSaddlery.com

Chagrin Saddlery

World Equestrian Center
4095 State Route 730
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.0985
ChagrinSaddlery.com/WEC.net

Clip-ity Clop Saddlery
12930 Chippewa Road
Brecksville, OH 44141
440.526.2965
Clip-ityClop.com

Country Lane Tack

& Equine Supplies

1655 SW Hwy 484, Unit 2
Ocala, FL 34473
352.203.4803
TheCountryLaneTack.com

Dover Saddlery

8740 Montgomery Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236
513.792.0901
DoverSaddlery.com

Equine Essentials

3305 Center Road
Brunswick, OH 44212
EquineEssentialsOhio.com

Equus Now!

8956 Cotter Street
Lewis Center, OH 43035
740.549.4959
EquusNow.com

Equus Now!

420 Wards Corner Road, Suite D
Loveland, OH 45140
513.630.1197

EquusNow.com

Exceptional Equestrian
at World Equestrian Center
1750 NW 80th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482
352.844.7189
ExceptionalEquestrian.com

Fennell's Horse Supplies
1220 Red Mile Road
Lexington, KY 40502
859.254.2814
Fennels.com

Freedman Harness Saddlery
206 N. Gratz Street

Midway, KY 40347
859.846.9674
FreedmanHarness.com

Horse Cents, Inc.
199 Markham Drive
Versailles, KY 40383
859.873.4707
HorseCentslnc.com

Just Horsen' Around
440.782.1834
JustHorsenAroundOH-2,
MyShopify.com

KBC Horse Supplies
140 Venture Court, Suite 1
Lexington, KY 40511
859.253.9688
KBCHorseSupplies.com

Luckett’s Tack Shop
3735 South 4t Street
Louisville, KY 40214
502.363.4131

Pinkston’s Turf Goods
1098 West High Street
Lexington, KY 40508
859.2252.1560
Pinkstons.com

Quillin Leather & Tack
1929 Main Street

Paris, KY 40361
859.987.0215
Quillin.com

Rod's Western Palace
3099 Silver Drive
Columbus, OH 43224
866.326.1975
Rods.com

Saltwell Western Store
2000 Seven Mile Drive

New Philadelphia, OH 44663
330.343.0388
SaltwellWesternStore.com

Schneider Saddlery
8255 Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
800.365.1311

SStack.com

Skylight Supply
2906 Axton Lane
Goshen, KY 40026
502.228.0070
SkylightSupply.com

SmartPak
800.461.8898
SmartPakEquine.com

TT Distributors
7150 FL-40

Ocala, FL 34482
352.854.0528
TTDistributors.com

Tack Shack of Ocala
481 SW 60th Avenue,
Ocala, FL 34474
352.873.3599
TackShackOcala.com

The Bitless Bridle by

Dr. Cook PHS Saddlery
5220 Barrett Road

Colorado Springs, CO 80926
719.576.4786
BitlessBridle.com

2026

The Hitching Post Tack Shop
11403 Main Street, #1390
Middletown, KY 40243
502.245.4672
HitchingPostTack.com

The Tack Shop of Lexington
1510 Newtown Pike, Suite 124
Lexington, KY 40511
859.368.0810
TackShopofLexington.com

The Tackeria

13501 S. Shore Blvd.
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.2012
Tackeria.com

The Tacky Horse

171 N. Alpha Bellbrook Road
Beavercreek, OH 45434
9374270797
TheTackyHorse.com

Wise Choice Tack
1019 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40508
859.224.8976

TRAINERS

Gingerich Horsemanship
Luke Gingerich

7785 Converse Huff Road
Plain City, OH 43064
GingerichHorsemanship.com

Dora Hebrock

Certified Straightness Training
Instructor

330.803.2043

Laura Kosiorek-Smith
A Stone’s Throw Farm
Northeast Ohio
814.434.0914

Angela Moore

Stealaway Farm

9317 Johnstown-Alexandria
Road, NW

Johnstown, OH 43031
614.989.9029

Parelli Natural Horsemanship
800.642.3335
Parelli.com

Stephanie Portman

Shirley Krames-Kopas
Quiet Meadow Farm
Novelty, OH

440.636.3813
QuietMeadowFarmOhio.com

Poulin Dressage
Kate Poulin
Chagrin Falls, OH
386.624.3968
KatePoulin.com
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Puthoff Performance Horses
Lynne Puthoff

3275 South Shiloh Road
Laura, OH 45337

937.546.1505

Brendan Wise Equestrian

The Connection Academy
Traveler's Rest, SC
Brendan.Wise.Equine@gmail.com
Bridleless.com

TRANSPORTATION

AirStall
216.235.2409
AirStall.us

Equilet

International Air Transport
3 Raritan River Road
Califon, NJ 07830
833.378.4538

Equilet.com

TRANSPORTATION/
TRUCKING

Shuman Specialized
Transportation

2925 Columbus Avenue
Springfield, OH 45503
937.324.4429
ShumanTransport.com

TRAVEL/TRAIL RIDING/
TOURS

7LazyP Outfitting, LLC
891 Teton Canyon Road
Choteau, MT 59422
406.466.2245
SevenlLazyP.com

Giddy Up Getaway
863.593.7606
GiddyUpGetaway.com

Horse Country
Lexington, KY
859.963.1004
VisitHorseCountry.com

Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2

Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com

TRUCK/TRAILER
SALES & SERVICE

Altmeyer'’s Trailers

771 State Route 307 East
Jefferson, OH 44047
440.624.0206
AltmeyerTrailers.com

Chuck’s Custom Truck &
Trailer

750 West Smith Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.723.6029

Ganley Ford

2835 Barber Road,
Norton/Barberton, OH 44203
800.942.6305
GoGanleyFord.com

Leonard Truck & Trailer
12800 Leonard Parkway
North Jackson, OH 44451
800.455.1001
LeonardTrailers.com

VETERINARY
PROFESSIONALS/
HOSPITALS/
PHARMACIES

Bella Vista Equine Veterinary
Services

6320 Darling Road

Blacklick, OH 43004
614.540.0040
BellaVistaEquineVet.com

Buckeye Veterinary Service
16295 Claridon-Troy Road
Burton, OH 44021
440.834.8821

BuckeyeVet.org

EQUESTRIAN-
DIRECTORY

Cleveland Equine Clinic
3340 Webb Road
Ravenna, OH 44266
330.422.0040
ClevelandEquine.com

Countryside Veterinary Center

Laurie Gallatin, DVM, DACVIM
2232 State Route 61

Sunbury, OH 43074
740.965.8111
CountrysideVetCenter.net

Doc Lane's Veterinary
Pharmacy

101 Venture Court, Suite 125
Lexington, KY 40511
888.263.2323
DocLanes.com

Equine Specialty Hospital
17434 Rapids Road

Burton, OH 44021
440.834.08M1
EquineSpecialtyHospital.com

Hagyard Equine
Medical Institute
4250 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
859.255.8741
Hagyard.com

Hagyard Pharmacy
4250 Iron Works Pike
Lexington, KY 45011
859.281.9511
HagyardPharmacy.com

Hawthorne Veterinary Clinic
Holly Helbig, DVM

Kaylin Van Dorn, DVM

10435 Jerome Road

Plain City, OH 43064
330.807.2643/614.359.9020
RideWithHawthorneHill.com

Ohio State University
Large Animal Services at
Marysville

16410 County Home Road
Marysville, OH 43040
937.642.2936
Vet.OSU.edu/Marysville

Ohio State University
Veterinary Medical Center
Galbreath Equine Center
601 Vernon L. Tharp Street
Columbus, OH 43210
614.292.6661
Vet.OSU.edu/VCM/equine

Palm Beach Equine Clinic
13125 Southfields Road
Wellington, FL 33414
561.793.1599
EquineClinic.com

Park Equine Hospital
5455 Lexington Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.987.4303
ParkEquineHospital.com

Peterson Smith
Equine Hospital
4747 SW 60th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34474
352.237.6151
PetersonSmith.com

Rood and Riddle
Equine Hospital

2150 Georgetown Road
Lexington, KY 40511
859.233.0371
RoodandRiddle.com

The Apothecary HB

A Boutique Mobile Pharmacy
Holly Helbig, DVM

614.706.8935
TheApothecaryVetsFirstChoice.com

Turning Point Integrative
Veterinary Care, LLC
Michelle Bucci, DVM
937.504.1534
TurningPointVet.com

WEDDING VENUES

Smokey Valley Farm
Bob & Jane Coleman
5183 KY-2

Olive Hill, KY 41164
606.286.6588
SmokeyValleyFarm.com

OUR READERS ARE YOUR FUTURE
CUSTOMERS, CLIENTS AND FRIENDS

EQUESTRIANDIRECTORY.COM |

440.668.2812 |

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!

*0KLAHOMA

COMING IN 2027*
INFO@EQUESTRIANDIRECTORY.COM

96

2026



1655 SW Hwy 484, Unit 2 Phone: 352-203-4803
Ocala, FL. 34473 ~ Pk } .2 www.healthierhorse.com

COUNTRY LANE TACK

& EQUINE SUPPLIES

Kelato

Feel well. Pedform well. |
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Producing feed;tqﬁrai’se and train champions since 1982!
i

Ocala Breeders’ Feed and
Supply’s horse feed-only
production plant ensures
8 safe, high-quality horse feed
for every horse.

Visit our retail locations for all your
equine, pet, and livestock needs.

Highway 27 Location
(animal health deliveries)
352-402-0303

6855 N. U.S. Hwy. 27, Ocala

Airport Road Location
(hay & shavings deliveries)
352-237-3399
1171 S.W. 60th Ave., Ocala

QUALITY FEEDS

Mill | Corporate Office | | i Wi
(feed sales and deliveries only) - t-,u' & L\
431 NW 27th Ave. + 352-629-8686 | OBFS.CO

¥
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